Israel arrests five for alleged 
Hamas fundraising 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (AFP) — Israeli police 
announced Monday that four Palestinians from Arab 
east Jerusalem and a deputy mayor had been arrested 
on charges of raising funds for the Islamist group 
Hamas. The five men are accused of transferring 
funds to Hanias members jailed by Israel and their 
families via a finance company operating in Ramal- 
lah. Arab east Jerusalem, and the >^b Israeli town of 
Urn A] Fahm. Those arrested included'Suleiman Egh- 
bariah, deputy mayor of Um A1 Fahm. Mr. Eghbariah 
and two other suspects were due to be presented I^r 
Monday at a remand hearing, while two others 
will go before a judge on Tuesday, police said. 
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Gingrich says Congress would 
consider Israeli aid 

TEL AVTV (R) — The U.S. Congress would consider 
an Israeli request for $1 billion to help offset potential 
securit\' risks from die transfer of more land to Pales- 
tinian %lf-rule, U.S. House Speaker Newt Gingrich 
said. “I think on an emeigency basis. I'd certainly 
consider iL If we get a peace agreement, most Ameri- 
cans are going to want to be supportrie and helpful,'' 
Mr. Gingrich said in an interview published by the 
daily Ha’aretz on Monday. Israeli media say that dur- 
ing 'a visit to Washington this month. Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin Netanyahu discussed the need for 
$i billion to help pay for bypass roads and other secu- 
rity measures throughout the West Bank. The United 
States gives Israel $3 billion in economic and military 
aid each year, more than any other country receives. 
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King, Queen attend 52nd independence anniversary 




AMMAN (Petra) — Their Majesties King 
Hussein and Queen Noor yesterday attend- 
ed a m^or cel^ration held at the AT Hussein 
Youth City to celebrate Jordan's 52nd inde- 
pendence anniversary and accepted congrat- 
ulations from some 3,500 people asseirmled 
there. His Royal Hi^iness Crown Prince 
Hassan, Princes and rrincesses and Royal 


family members also attended the celebra- 
tion, neld by Prime Minister Abdul Salam 
Majali. 

Addressing the audience. Dr. Majali said 
Jordan's incfependence has crowned the tire- 
less efforts made by the Jordanian leaders^ 
"to ensure our right to a decent life." Dr. 
Majali said the s&uggle of the late King 


Abdullah Ben AJ Hussein, founder of the 
Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan, led to Ior- 
dan's indepenaence, despite the modest 
resources. 

Also attending the celebration were the 
speakers of Oie upper and Lower Houses of 
r^liament, the Royal Court chief, the King's 
advisors, former prime ministers and senior 



military and dvil offidals. 

the occasion, the Royal Court received a 
number of cables addressed to King Hussein 
from Arab and foreign heads of states, con- 
gratulating the King on the occasion and 
wishing Jordan further progress and more 
achievements under his leadership. 


Prince Abdullah leads arrest force 

Suspects in Shmeisani, 
Rabia slayings arrested 

Ochi was target of Rabia slayings, Sa’ad of Shmeisani, 
others were killed only because they happened to be there 



A member of Jordan's Special Forces stands guard as other policemen arrest one of the 
suspects in the recent murders of 11 people, on Monday lAFP photo) 


By Tareq Ayyoub 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Five Jordani- 
uns accused of killing 1 1 
people in January and April 
were airested. a sixth was 
killed during a shoot-out 
with police forces, and a 
seventh is still on the run, 
the minister of interior and 
police said yesterday. 

Naihir Rashid said that 
the government will 
demand the extradition of 
the seventh suspect who is 
still at large in a European 
country, without naming 
the suspect or the country 
where he resides. 

Mr. Rashid made the 
announcement hours after 
police successfully pursued 
two of the suspects who 
tied to Sahab where they 
took refuge in a house. A 
Special Forces unit led by 
His Royal Highness Prince 
Abdullah, assisted by a 
police squad, exchanged 
Hre with the two men which 
resulted in the death of one 
.suspect and the injury of a 
policeman. The second sus- 
pect, who also sustained 
injur)' according to witness- 
es. surrendered after 10 
hours. 

Mr. Rashid said the sus- 
pects confessed to the slay- 
ing of eight Iraqis in a lux- 
urious villa in Rabia on 
January 17 and the killing 
of three prominent Jordoni- 
un.s in Shmeisani on April 
S. 

He added that the “gang” 
was ul.so re.spoasible for the 
killing of one of their mem- 
bers in Wadi A1 Seer on 
April 16. 

Mr. Rashid told the Jor- 
dan Times that the four 
other suspects had been 
arrested in the past few 
days. 


He added that the motive 
behind the murders was 
purely '‘Enancjal,'' putting 
an end to numerous 
rumours that linked the 
murders with foreign coun- 
tries. 

"The two crimes had no 
political motive. They were 
not linked with foreign par- 
ties. Both were committed 
on financial ground.s,'' the 
minister said. 

Mr. Rashid explained that 
Namir Ochi, the Iraqi busi- 
nessman murdered during 
the Rabia incident, was the 
lai^get of the suspects. 

“Primary investig^ons 
indicated that Ochi received 
antiquities and other things 
from the gang and did not 
pay for them, so they decid- 
ed to kill him," the minister 
said. 

Mr. Rashid said that the 


other victims, including the 
Iraqi charge d'affaires Hik- 
mai Hajou. his wife Laila 
Sha'aban, three other Iraqis 
and two Egyptians, were 
murdered becau.se they 
incident^y were at the 
scene of the crime. 

Also according to the 
minister, the killing of well- 
known lawyer Hanna Nad- 
deh. his son Suhail and psy- 
chiatrist Awni Sa‘ad. was 
targeting only the latter for 
'Unancial reasons." 

“The gang arrived at 
Sa'ad's clinic and killed 
him. But unfonunately Mr. 
Naddeh and his son arrived 
at the scene and were 
immediately killed by the 
gang." the minister added. 

“I^llowing the two 
crimes, the gang decided to 
kill one of their members 
who was working us a taxi 


driver." Mr. Rashid said. 

'The gang is nothing but 
professional killers who 
committed their crimes in a 
well-organised way," he 
.said. 

The mini.sier added that 
the arrest of the fifth sus- 
pect yesterday will reveal 
more information on the 
link between the two 
crimes. 

Describing the arrest. Mr. 
Rashid said that two of the 
suspects were chased by 
police for several hours late 
on Sunday before they took 
shelter at a house in Suhab 
early on Monday. 

One of the two. Jamal 
Omar Yousif A1 Jaghabeen. 
was killed during the .shoot- 
out with police while 

(Continued on page 7) 


Arafat to snub Gingrich over his 
support for Jerusalem occupation 

Erekat says Jordan, Saudi Arabia, Egypt, Syria, 
UAE and Qatar agreed to attend Arab summit 


Agendes 

PALESTINIAN PRESI- 
DENT Yasser Arafat is 
unlikely to meet U.S. House 
Speaker Newt Gingrich to 
protest his suf^rt for 
Israel's occupation of 
Jerusalem, a Palestinian offi- 
cial .said Monday. 

A meeting between Mr. 
Arafat and Mr. Gingrich was 
scheduled for Wednesday. 
But Mr. Arafat will most 
likely cancel it because Mr. 
Gingrich expressed his sup- 
port tor moving the U.S. 
embassy from Tel Aviv to 
Jerusalem, said the official, 
speaking on condition of 
anonymi^. 

Mr. Gingrich arrived in 
Israel on Saturday and on 
Sunday attended Israel's cel- 
ebration of its victory in the 
1967 war and its occupation 
of Arab east Jerusalem. 


The U.S. Congress passed 
last year a non-binding reso- 
lution calling for the U.S. 
embassy to be moved to 
Jerusalem. Howevpr, the 
Clinton administration 
blocked the move. 

In Jericho, top Palestinian 
negotiator Saeb Erekat 
slammed Mr. Gingrich on 
Monday as “ignorant,'' 
accusing him of undermin- 
ing peace with his support of 
hani-line Israeli policies. 

'This man is absolutely 
ignorant of what is happen- 
ing here, and his words and 
actions reflect this," Mr. 
Erekat said of Mr. Gingrich, 
who is due to n:ieet President 
Arafat on Wednesday. 

“He does n<x know any- 
thing t^ut the issues or the 
sensitivities here. He is more 
extremist than most Israelis. 
What he says and does 
underruine the forces of 


peace on both sides." Mr. 
Erekat told AFP. 

The Israeli press reported 
ihat Mr. Gingrich, who has 
been in Israel since Saturday 
to join celebrations for the 
counliy's SOth aoniversaiy, 
had requested that Mr. 
Erekat not be allowed to 
attend his meeting with Mr. 
Arafat 


TEL AVTV f. AFP) — Israeli 
President Ezer Weizman 
called Monday on the gov- 
ernment of Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu to reach agree- 
ment quickly with the 
Palestinians on the transfer 
of further West Bank land 
to self-rule. 


Mt Erekat said no such 
request had been received 
from Mr. Gingrich. “But it 
was not plann^ chat I attend 
the meeting in any case." he 
said. 

Mr. Gingrich was report- 
edly ange^ by comments 
made by 1^. Erekat 

fCoDtiniied on page 7 ) 


Speaking affer meeting 
with a delegation of U.S. 
congressmen, Mr. Weizman 
said failure to end the 14- 
month deadlock in peace 
ne^tiations with the Pales- 
tinians would lead to vio- 
lence. 

(CoDtioued on page 7) 


Weizman calls on Netanyahu 
to accept troop withdrawal 


Israeli businesses accuse PNA 
of implementing ‘boycott' threat 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israeli 
business leadeis accused the 
Palestinian National Autiiority 
fPNA'I on Monday of enganis- 
ing a boycott of Israeli prod- 
ucts in Arab east Jeni^m 
and the Bank. 

The Federation of Israeli 
Chambeis of Commerce said 
Palestinian official.s were forc- 
ing sh(^ owners to wifadraw 
all IsraeU psoducts not 
obciined through agents 
approved by the PNA. 

“The Palestinian iNatiooul) 
Authority has mo^ from 
threats to action and forced 
l^iarmaceutical and food 
products to be vrithdrawn 
from ^ps, particulariy in 
east Jerusalem." Danny 
Giflennan. the Federation's 
president, said on Israeli radio. 

'This is a boycott which 
folates aO the economic 
seconds reached between 
Israel and the Palestinian 


(National) Authority," Mr. 
Gillerman said. 

No reaction was immediate- 
ly available from the PNA. 

Mr. Gillennan called on the 
Israeli finance ministty “ro 
intervene vigoously to sbp 
these practices." 

*^th 100,000 Palestinian 
workers coming to wexk m 
Israel and the 15 billicxi dol- 
lars which Lsrael transfets 
each year in taxes to the Pales- 
tinian (National) Authority, 
we also have the means at our 
disposal of putting on pres- 
sure," Mr. GiJlennao said 

The businessmen were 
responding to an order issued 
by the Palestinian ministry of 
economics and trade demand- 
ing that foreign businesses use 
licensed agents to distribute 
products in the West Bank. 
Gaza Strip and Arab east 
Jerusalem. 


Israel launches settlement 
campmgn on Golan Heights 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — 
Israeli authorities put 380 
new settlement-units on 
sale Monday in settlements 
on the occupied Golan 
Heights, territory Syria 
demands be returned as the 
price for peace, ofiiciais 
said. 

The new units are located 
in 14 settlements on the 
strategic plateau for bar- 
gain prices beginiming at 
around $47,000, far below 
cost of similar housing 
in other parts of Israel. 

State rmandal assistance 
in the form of low interest 
loans and grants could 
cover up to 95 per cent of 
the purchase price for 
some buyers, local offi- 
cials said. 

Yehuda WpUman, 
of the Golan regional 
council, said the housing 
campaign was designed in 


part to change the demo- 
gr^hic balance on the 
Golan where 13,000 
Israelis currently live 
alongside 15.000 Dnizes 
who lived there before the 
territory was captured by 
Israel in the 1967 war. 

“Of course we ask the 
government for aid from 
time to time to create a dif- 
ferent demographic situa- 
tion on the Golan 
Heights," Mr. Wollman 
said on Israel Radio. 

Peace talks between 
Israel and Syria have been 
on hold for more than two 
years, with Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu rejecting Syri- 
an demands the talks be 
resumed on the basis of an 
Israeli agreement in princi- 
ple to return the Golan 
Heights in exchange for a 
peace treaty. 
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U.N. team inspects 12 sites in Iraq 


BAGHDAD iR) — Iiaq said a 
spedaj team of UJ^. biologi- 
cal inspectors left Baghdad on 
Monday alter making suipise 
visits to 12 sites in the cental 
and the south of the counoy. 

Hie Iraqi News Agency 
(INA) said the inspectors horn 
the Special Coiiimisdon 
(UNSCON^ charged widi dis- 
mantling li^'s weapons of 
mass destrucdcNi searched 10 
health sites in Bagdad and 
Diaia and Waset provinces in 
the southeast. 

Another group inspected 
two mote h^th locadons in 
Meisan and Ohi Qar provinces 


in die south using heli- 
copters. 

INA, quodng an offidal 
Iraqi souEoe. said the biologi- 
cal team left Ba^idad on 
Monday after completing its 
wcxk. 

Visiting teamg come to Iraq 
on special missions decided at 
UJ4. headquarters in New 
York, ft has often been thdr 
iniiuihng activities that raised 
Iraqi haddes. 

liie Ui^. permanent moni- 
ttxing teams based in Baghdad 
have made surprise field visits 
to more than 4XXX) sites since 
h began its wodc in 1994. 


Iraqi FM heads for New York 
for talks on disarmament 


BAGHDAD (AFP; — Iraqi Foiei^ Minister Mo hammad Sa'id 
A1 Sahhaf left for New Yo± on Monday for talks wifo foe Unit- 
ed Nations on the whole disarmament file winch Iraq wants 
closed, the news agency INA said. 

Mr. Sahhat who accompanied by a ream of technical experts 
was to travel through Aminan, is to hold talks with the UX. Spe- 
cial Commission (UNSCOM) in chaige of efiminatiDg Iraq’s 
weqxos of mass desuucticvL 

The tec hnical meeting is due on Tbursd^ and will cover all 
afreets of UNSCOM's work. UJ^. spedoesman Fred Eckhaid said 
last week. 

A U24. source in New Yoik said that Baghdad, wfoich accuses 
UNSCOM of delilserately holding up the lifting of sanctions, 
requested foe meetirig. 


Solution to peace process deadlock in 
Arab hands — Syrian vice president 


CAIRO t AFP) — Syrian Vice 
President Abdul Halim Khad- 
dam said in an interview pub- 
lished Monday that tte ^u- 
ticxi to the deadlodt in 
Middle East peace process 
was in Arab hands. 

“We have to be convinced 
that foe lifebuoy is Arab and 
the CMily way to recover our 
rights and achieve peace is by 
the Arab road." Mn Khaddam 
told foe Egyptian government 
daily AlAhi^. 

must convince our- 
selv'es that the cunent shuatitxi 


is harmful for us all and that 
there is not one Arab country 
capable of psotecting its inter- 
ests. ProteciiDg these interests 
must be comprehensive,’* Mr. 
Khaddam said 

He stressed foot Syria “is 
ready to resume negodations" 
wifo Israd but only ficMn the 
point at which they brdee off 
in 1996. 

**1116 [cunent] Israeli gov- 
emmeot must leqrect what the 
Ratw govenuneot agreed ta 
If tiiese conditioDS are ma 
tiien Syria is ready fer peace," 


Mn Khaddam said 

He specifically referred to 
“an agreem e nt we reached" 
with assassinated Israeli Pnme 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin for an 
Israeli withdrawal fiom occu- 
pied Syrian teiritoiy and to the 
June 4, 1967 bordera. 

Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu said 
over the weekend diot Israel 
will never return to foe 1967 
bcxders and has refused to 
acknowledge any agreement 
wluch Rabin may have struck 
with Syria. 


Uproar over planned appearance in 
Knesset by U.S.-Israeli right-winger 


TEL AVIV (.AFP) — Left-wing 
Israeli politicians protested on 
Mondry against a planned 
appearance in poiliament of an 
Isi^ii-Ameiican professor w4io 
compared focmer Israeli Prime 
Minister Shimcxi Petes to a 
Nazi coUabor^RMi 

“A man who has taken such a 
stance does not have foe right DO 
bold a meeting na* to gain 
access to foe cb^ber of pariia- 
ment" Eli GoldsdunicL tiie 
opposititm Labour Party wh4> 
in pailiameni, told AFP. 

Robert Loewenbeig. pieri- 
dent of foe In^mte fer 
Advanced Strategic and Politi- 
cal Studies based in Jerusalem 
and Washington, is due to 


address a meeting on anti-mis- 
sOe defence Tuesday in the 
Knesset charabet 

Mt Goldschmifo. along wifo 
foe leader of tiie secular left- 
wing party Moeiz, Yossi Sand, 
has foat Mr. 

Loewenbezg be barred from foe 
me^g. 

Me Loewenbeig, who is a 
fierce critic of foe autonomy 
agreements signed between 
Isiadl and foe HX). repoitedb^ 
compared Me Peres, one of tfte 
aidxtects of foe accotds, to 
Israel Kasztner; a Hungarian 
Jew found gtuly in 1953 ^ col- 
labtxating wifo foe Nazis ducuDg 
WoridW^tt 

Mn Loewenbeig also accused 


tile assassinated Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rat^ of using 
the methods of a “police state" 
against his oppements. 

Tuesday's confidence was 
being organised by Isi^ 
Dqxjty D^nce Minister Sil-. 
van Shalom and was to be 
attended by the viating speal;^ 
oftiie UJS. House of Repres^ 
tatives. Republican Newt Gin- 
grich. 

A spolresman ftir Mr. Shalran 
said ite invited Me Loewenbeig 
to foe conference on the lecom- 
mendation of the professor's 
institute. 

“Shalom does not know this 
man and has never spdeen to 
him," his spokesman said. 


Jewish settlers concerned about 
Christian TV move to West Bank 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Qting con- 
cern about missimaiy activity, 
Jewish settler leaders said Mtm- 
day they were wcsiied about 
tentative plans by a TV station 
owned by U.S. evangelist Pat 
Robertson to move to the >Afest 
Bank settlement of Adel 

Middle East Televdskn, a 
subsidiaiy of Ml Robertson's 
Christian Broadcasting Net- 
work. has been Ixoadcasting 
fiom Inael’s self-declared 
buffer zone in southern 
Lebanon. METV's fine mainly 
consists of Christian pro- 
granvnes, reruRS of U.S. sit- 
coms aixl sprats. 

METV has b^ looking for a 
new location because of grow- 
ing talk about an Israeli troop 


withdrawal fiom Lebanon. 

Root Kol a CBN 

spokesman, said Ariel was one 
cf the sites being considered, 
but that the broadcasting com- 
pany also had offers fit^ Jra*- 
dan, Cyprus and the 

autonomous Palestinian areas 
to move there. 

The Jewish Settlers’ Council 
s aid M onday it was wary about 
METV moving to Ariel the 
second largest Jewish settle- 
ment in the West Bank. 

“Some Christian groups have 
engaged in missionaiy activi- 
y," said Judith T^'ar, a spotes- 
woman fra die coun^ 

**Youitg Jews, especially if 
they are not religious, are srane- 
times suscqpdble to their 


approaches." Ms. Ikyarsaid the 
council would examine the 
rnttiter furtben She would not 
say whether settler leaders 
would try to block a move by 
METV to Ariel 

Mr. Kol said METV never 
tries to proselytise. He said 
Christian religious prograoiriies 
are never broadcast in Hebrew 
and the English ones have no 
Hebcew subtitles. 

The head of the Add Devd- 
qmient Foundation, EXna 
Shalii, said Ariel would wel- 
come METV. *The future of 
Arid lies in attracting U-tedi 
enterprises and tins certainly 
includes idecommunicadoiis 
and bioadcastins." she said. 


Israeli 

warplanes 

attack 

HizboUah 

targets in 

Lebanon 


SDDON (AFP) — IsraeU 
warplanes staged a raid on a 
stronghold of HizboUah 
mili tia in southern Lebanon 
on Monday. poUce said. 
There no immediate reports 
of casualties. 

A fighter-bomber fired 
missiles at 7:20 a.m. at a 
hilltop in Mazraat Okmata 
in the Iqlim A1 Tuffah 
region, a cluster of Shiite 
Muslim villages east of this 
soufoem port city, police 
said. 

iMve minutes later, anoth- 
er warplane fired a missUe 
on nearby Sujud. poUce 
added. 

In Jerusalem, an IsraeU 
military spokesman con- 
firmed that IsraeU planes 
had carried out a raid on 
Lebanon on Monday. The 
plaries hit their targets and 
returned safely to base, foe 
spokesman said. 

On Sunday, Israeli war- 
planes launched two waves 
of air rmds on the Iqlim A1 
Tuffah after attacks by the 
Shiite miUtia on the IsraeU- 
occupied border zone in 
southern Lebanon. 

The Israeli air force has 
carried out 23 series of raids 
into Lebanon this year, 
mostly against the Shiite 
Muslim HizboUah which 
spearheads the guerriUa war 
to force Israel out of south- 
ern Lebanon. 


An Isradi poUce officer poshes bads a Pnkstiman wranan Monday in fruit of a house in tbe Old 

Gty oijensakm that Jewish sutlers dairn their own. IsraeU pofioe, actii^ on a court order, 

evicted the current PdesfoiiaD ooaipanls die bouse, caoang te03|)er5 to flare ( AP photo) 


Jewish settlers evict Palestinian 
from house in Arab east Jerusalem 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — Jewsh settlers backed 
by Isi^li securiy forces evicted 
a Palestinian woman fiom her 
brane rai Mraidry in order to 
seize a house they claimed to 
have bought in Jerusalem's Old 
Ciy, witnesses said. 

The settlers, accompanied by 
a force of Isaeli boi^ guards, 
ordered NaOa A1 Zhou, 40, out 
of the house in the Old Gy's 
Muslim Quarter where she lives 
with her 17-year-old son, and 
threw her possessions out into 
tile street 

*They came in while I was 
asleep this morning. I hardly 
had time to wake up before they 
were radering me to get out" 
Ms. Zerou told journalists. 

Several dozen settlras occu- 
pied die house, ^foich is adja- 
cent to a number of other hous- 


es which have been occupied by 
an ultra-nationalist groi^ Ateiet 
Cohanim. which sreks to 
eTqpand the Jewish presence in 
the Old Gy. 

The settlers, who carried a 
court-issued eviction notice, 
claim to have bought tiie bouse, 
which Ms. Zerou said her fami- 
ly had rented for (he past SO 
years. 

Ms. Zerou said settleis had 
prerriously seized the house in 
19S6, but she bad won an order 
fiom the Israeli supreme court in 
1992 ordering them to leave. 

“Vfe’ve been tenting here fra 
80 years. You mean to tell me 
we'ie not protected? This is not 
just a maaerof my house. Tbey 
are trying to take all of 
Jerusalem bouse by house," Ms. 
Zerou said. 

The settler move comes a day 


after Israel mark ed “Jerusalem 
Day," wifo tens of tiiousands 
joining a military and civilian 
parade to commemorate Igael's 
1967 occup^irai and illepl 
annexation of the ciy’s eastern 
sectra. 

During the oeletedons, sev- 
eral dozen nationalists madied 
through Arab areas of Old Ciy 
to eriqihasise Israeli sovereigny. 
over tiie entire dy, spaikuig 
scufQes wifo Palestinians. 

Zyad Abu Zyad, a represen- 
tative for Jerusalem in the Pales- 
tinian Illative council 
s lammed Monday's evictirai as 
“racism by the Jews against the 
Arabs." 

**lliis is tiie strong using tiie 
language of force against die 
weak. Israeli laws are only fer 
Jews, they don't ^ppy for 
Arabs." be said. 


EU draws fire for ‘Arab bias’ 


By Martin Walker 


FOR THE first tijne, European 
Union foreign miiiisters are 
being subject to a profession- 
al pro-Israeli Itfoby, Ameiican- 
syle, as the new Brussels office 
of B'nai B'rith taltes up the cud- 
giels on behalf of exports to 
Eun^ fiom the Vfest Bank and 
(^her occupied territories. 

The EU plans to stop giving 
foe usual market access to 
goods Idielled as coming fiom 
Israel ori ginaring fo the occu- 
pied territories. The decision is 
part of a wider plan to increase 
the economic viabOiy of the 


regions run by the Palestinian 
Autboriy. 

‘This is another attempt ty 
the EU to throw Us weight 
around unfairly in the Mid^ 
East," Tommy Baer, the inter- 
national president of B'nai 
B'ritii. said 'The EU wants a 
place ai the negotiating table but 
is piejudguig the outcome of the 
peace tall^ by fois measure.” 

The issue, sharpened by EU 
allegations of “widespread and 
persistent fiaud” in the eiqxirt of 
Israeti oranges to Europe; will 
be put to the vote today, when 
die IS foreign ministers meet 
fra the regular Council of Min- 


isters sessioa 

B'nai B'rith, one of the lead- 
ing lobly groups fix the Jewish 
coomiuniy and the Israeli 
cause in dte United States, wifo 
long experience of infiuencing 
U.& policy, decided tins year 
that Europe was suffidoidy 

influftntial in ihp Miririlft — 

and one-sided towards tiie Arab 
cause — to be wrath kfoly^ 
Its impact in Europe, where 
naiioiial Jewish communities 
are for less ragardsed and vocal 
than in the U.S., remains to be 
seen. 


FromThe Guardian 


Tehran mayor barred from leaving country — daily 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Tehran Mayor 
Gholara-Hossein Kaibaschi, facing 
corruption charges, has been harmed 
from leaving the country to attend a 
conference on urban administration in 
Tokyo, a neyi^paper reported Monday. 

The conservative Quds daily said dl 
exit points in the country had been 
informed I^t week of the move 
against the embattled mayor, who is to 
stand trial shortly in connection with a 
comiption scandal in the city govern- 
menL 


The paper said Mr. Katbaschi. a 
moderate close to Iranian President 
Moh amm ad Khatami, had planned to 
visit several other countries after the 
four-day conference in Japan, which it 
said will start on Tuesday. 

The head of the judiciary. Ayatollah 
Mohammad Yazdi. confirmed 
Wednesday that the popular mayor will 
be tried for comiption after foe author- 
ities complete their investigation. 

He did not give a date for foe trial but 
said the investigation into Mr. Kar- 


baschi and three other suspects was 
continuing. *The court will settle it and 
issue the ruling like other cases," Aya- 
tollah Yazdi said. 

The conservative-dominated judicia- 
ry has been investigating the mayor fra 
several months. 

Mr. Karbaschi's imprisonment in 
April provoked an unprecedented 
political crisis, and he was released on 
bail 12 days later after the Islamic 
Republic's supreme leader, Ayatollah 
All Khamenei, intervened. 






Kuwait dkms 
dqdomatbadt 


KUWAIT (AP)-^-A 
Sudanese dqdomatfaasb^aa 
woddng in Kuwait StitbKte 
Hxdgn Minister 
Osman Isnaxl said Moodi^.- 
m a sign diat tite rift betweeoi 

the (WO countries is dosmg. 
The Sudanese embas^-bas'i 
been shut since die 1^1 Gulf 
war that ended Iraq’s seven-^; 
morifo ccoqiadoo of Kuwait. 
The Kuwaiti Embassy m- 
Sudan resnamed ioper-^ 
ated by a chsge (TaSthes: 
Mr. Isnail said he agreed 
vrifo his Kuwaiti couniapait, 
Sheildi Sabah Al Ahmad AI 
Sabah, that the levd of (fifdo- 
maric iqieseataioQ 

between their coontries 
should be gradnaPy 
increa s ed. 


Israefi army tears down 
stands in West Bank 


MASHA (AFP) — The 
Israeli army removed a strip 
of roadside stands owned 
l^esdnian stone-workers 
outside a Jewish settlement 
on Mraiday, witnesses said. 
An army buUdazec accom- 
panied 1^ srane SO soidieis. 
demolished IS roadside 
shacks owned by Palestimans 
to carve and decraative 
stone building materials near 
the Wsst Bank village of 
Masha, soufottf Nablus, th^ 
said. 


Journalists appeal of JaQ 
terms rejected 


CAIRO (AP) — A court 
Mbnds^ ngec^ an Egyptian 
journalist's appeal to suqjend 
a rix-monfo jail sentence for 
libeling a le^slaira and pro- 
goveniment newsp^Ki 
writer Lawyers fra (3ai^ 
Fahm>', manag in g editor of 
the now-defiina Al Dustour 
new^raper aixl a reprater for 
the wrekly newspaper Al 
AraH brou^ no new evi- 
deitee to justify su^}en^rai of 
his saitence. the appellate 
court ruled. The defamation 
case was brought by Thanvai 
Abaza. a ruling, party mem- 
ber of Pariiament's uppix 
bouse and noted writer. 
Fahn^ was accused of writ- 
ing in Al Aratn that i^^aza's 
ftdteT was a British syn^ 
ihizer during Britain's occu- 
pation of Egypt. 


Rival Iraqi Kurdish groups 
to bold tafia 


CAIRO (AFP) — Senior 
officials firan Iraq’s feuding 


Kurdish factions are to hold 
talks here this week on die 
ridelioes of a conference on 
“Arab-Kurdisfa (fialogue," the 
organisers said hfonday. 
I^oiic Unirai of Kuidistm 
(PUK) leader Jalal Talabani 
and Kurdistan Democra ti c 
Party (KDP) deputy leader 
Sami Abdel Rahmau both 
airived here Mond^ at foe 
head of delegations of about a 
dozen. “There win be a meet- 
ing rai ibe .sideGnes of this 
conference between die KDP 
and PUK defegatirais.'’ said a 
member the Egyptian 
raganiring commitiee 
Mohammad Al Sarara. 


JORDAN TELEVISION 
Tel. 7731U-19 
PROGEUMME TWO 

15:10 Cartoon — Pro Stars 

15 JO Small Talk — “Quiz 
Show" 

16:00 ..Drama — Bordenown 
16J0 Doc. — The Health 
Show 

17:00 .........Jfoute of Capricorn 

18K)0 Jronch ftogranmies 

— Les Coeuis Bniles 

19:00 Le Journal 

19:15 .....Bench Programme 

— Fiatales 

19 JO .News headlines 

19 J5 Step by Step — “Mid- 
night Chller'' 

30:00....... Whai Would You Do? 

20J0 Drama— Rhodes 

23K)0 News in English 

22:30 Feature Film — ‘The 
Lottery" 

23»9 Metro Cafe 

00 JO BndofTJC. 

PRAYER TIMES 

03J6 Fajr 

05J8. ...'..(Sunrise) Duha 

13 J1 Dhuhr 

16:13 - *Asr 

19J7 Maghreb 

2ltQ9 ‘Isha 

CHURCHES 

SL Mary of Nazarefo Chordi 






THVMES D/^ILY GUIDE 




pc-’ 




, •-‘i T-= 


. Sweifiefa,TeL 5920740 
Assembfiesof God Chordi Tel. 
4632785 

St. Joseph Chordi Td. 
4624590 

Ibrro Sancla Chorch Tel 
4622366 

AiQjBcan Chordi Tel. 
4624SS3M62481I. 

St Afinem Syrian Orthodox 
Chureh Tel. 771751. 

Amman International Church 
Tbl 865897 

Gennan-spealdi^ Evai^eEcal 
QmgregatkHi Tel S688404 
The Evao^lical Local Church 
inAiniiianTe!.8I129S 
Chofth of Jesus Christ of Lat- 
ter Saims Ibl 4654932 
St J<^ the Baptirt at De la 
SaOe College Tel 5661757 
Church ot foe Amumdatiou 
Td. 4637440 

Greek Orthodox Qiurdi Tel 
4646138 

Qmidi o( Presentation, Swei- 
Gefa Tel 5920 146 
The Uoiate Cafoolic Church 
TcL 4624757 

The Engfish-Langnage 

Catholic Parish Td. 4614190 
Evangdical Riee Cburdi Td. 
892679 

The Baptist Cburefa Td. 
4628052 


The Armenian Catholic 
Choreh Td. 771331 
The American Orthodox 
Church Id. 775261 


WEATHER 


Bulletm supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorobgy 
It will be relatively warm wifo 
tempeiatuies rising further and 
win^ easterly moderate. In 
Aqaba, it will be warm, winds 
nortiierly moderate, and seas 
calm. 


Dr. Jum'a.AbuDbiab 7SS848 

Dr. Mahmoud ‘Amir.. 888883 
Al Asema pharmacy ..4637055 
Al Salam phannacy ..4636730 
Yacoob pharmacy _ 4644945 
Shmebani pharmacy 4637660 
Nairoukh pharmacy ..4623672 
ORBID: 

De Ahmad (2aon 281484 

AI (2uds phannaQr .( — ) 


ZARQA: 

Dr. WaM HalMrf. Q ffl700 
Khalifrfi pharmacy ......9854 1 7 


Ovoseas Calls .....010230 

Central Amman Teiqihone 

Repairs -.4623101 

Abdali Tel Repairs 5661101 

Jordan Television .773 1 1 1 

Radio Jordan ......».774 1 1 1 

Wata- Authority .568C100 

J. Electricity Authority ._815615 

Electric Power Co .4636381 

RJ Flight Infomiation..44-532Q0 
(^ueen Alia Inti. Aiipon ...44-53200 


HOSPITALS 


EMERGENCIES 


AMM.AN: 


Amman 14/33 

Aqaba ....20J8 

Desrats ..11/35 

Jordan VaD^ 18/37 


Yesterday's high tenqxratuies: 
Amman 29. Aqaba 33 Humid- 
ity readings: Amman 21 per 
cent, Aqaba 43 percenL 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 


NIGHT DUTY 
AM>UN: 

Dr. Khaajbdi .740740 

Da WdidAlMaai S67548S 


Food Control Centre.....4637i 1 1 
Gvil DefinceDepalmert J661I1I 
Gvil Defence Immediate Res- 
cue 4630341 

GvO Defence Emeigency.-..199 
Rescue Police 192.4621111,4637777 

Rre Brigade 461710! 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway PoIke...».....J343402 

Traffic Police....w.............896390 

Public Security Dq)L..j4630321 

Hotel Complaints. J 605 800 

Price Complaints... J661176 

Wm&Seu«tagBQnpl^ 897467 
Amman Municip^ly Com- 
plaints ................ .„_....787] 1 1 

Telqfoone Information ((fiiecio- 
ly assistance) ............ ....121 


5921199 

—.5666131/7 
Centre TeL 


cialSuigeiy 

TheIdank;Abd]i , 

Ikisein Medical 
S856SS6 

LuzmDa 4630195 

Khalidi Matemity......46442Sl/6 

Aldleh Maternity,. 4642441/2 

Jabal Aminan Maiemiw 
4642362 

Malhas. J. Amman 4636140 

Palestine. Shmeisani ....5607071 
Shmeisani Hospital ....J669131 

University Hospital .5353444 

Al-Muasher Hospital 5667227/9 

Ai-Ahlt Abdall .5664164/6 

Italian, Al-Mubajreen 777101/3 

Al-Bashir. 775111/26 

Aimy.Maika 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital S60224(y50 


Amal Hos 
ZARQA: 

Zarqa 

pital - 5674155 

Govt Hospital 



Zarqa 

National Haspital 
tOQwmvtfin 

Ibn Sina Hospital .....(09)986732 
Al Hikrna Modem Hospital 
...inoiOQnQo 

DRBID: 

Princess 

' Basma Hospital 
(02)275555 

Greek 

Cafoolic Hospital 
(02)272275 

Ibn Al 

Nafees Hospital 
(02)247100 


18 JO ..Chicago, Amsterdam (RJ) 
19rf)0 .XondoD, Frankfurt (RJ) 


Other Fl^ts 

13M 


.Riyadh (SV) 


13 JO A<ten(IY) 

14J5 Munich (LH) 


AQABA: 

Princess 

(03)314111 


Haya Hospital 


15:00 Istanbul (TK) 

18K)5 „~.-...«.Kiev (6U) 

18 JO -..Dubai. Damascus (EK.) 

19:00 Paris ( AF) 

20J5 Tel Aviv (LY) 

21:10 3drvt(ME) 

21:40 .Cairo (MS) 

- ,--Lamaca(CY) 

23:40 -..Amsterdam (KL) 

90:55 — .Bucharest (RO) 

03:00 Jloine (AZ) 

04:25 London (BC) 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
AIRPORT 


ARRIVALS 


Royal Jordaniaii (RJ) Flails 

07 JO JDamascus (RJ) 

07^45 - — Sanaa (RJ) 

08:15 Aqaba «RJ) 

10:20 Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

10J5 Beirut (RJ) 

10^t0 MuscaL Dubai (RJ) 

lOJO J>>ha, Bahrain (RJ) 

17:05 -..Cairo (RJ) 


Royal Wings (RW) Flights 

10 JO Aqaba (arriving at QAIA 
and proceeding to Marka Air- 
port) (RW) 

1^:20 Tel • Aviv (arriving at 
QAIA) (RW) 

18:00. Aqaba (arriving at Marka 
Aiiport)(RW) 

23 125 Aqaba (arriving at Mmka 
Aiiprat)(RW) 


06:45 

Beirut (RJ) 

08 JO AmsteidaiiL New York (RJ) 

13:00 

-Prankftirt. London (Rl) 

um 

.Geneva, Madrid (RT) 

U:00 

.-.-—Brussels. Paris (RJ) 

13:15 


21J0 



Jeddah (JU) 

21^M 

22:00 


Abu Dh^ , Dubai (RJ) 

Other Flights 

07-.25. 

.. Frankfurt (IH) 

14J0. 

Riyarlh (SV) 

14J0. 

ArlnWlY) 

la‘15. 


16:00. 


19:05. 

RieVtfiU) 

19:30. 

Diihait EK) 

21:10.. 

.Tel Aviv (LY) 

22^f0. 

Cain] (MS) 

00^40_,Beirut, Amsterdam (KL) 

01 J5. 

RiK'TnmU (RO) 

04:00. 

.Rome (AZ) 


departures 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

O&OO Aqaba (RJ) 


Royal Wings (RW) FC^its 
08:00 Aqaba (fiom Marita Air- 
pwt) (RW) 

09J0_Aqaba (fiom MakaAiP 
port) (RW) 

17 JO Tel Aviv (fromMaikaAtt' 
port)(RW) 

21 JO .-Aqaba (fiom QAIA) (FW 
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Jordan’s independence a ‘turning 
point’ in the Arab region — Majali 


AMMAN (F^) — Prime 
Minister Abdul Salam 
Majali on Monday said 
Jordan's independence was 
a turning point in the histo- 
ry of the Arab region that 
marked the beginning of 
serious endeavours under 
the reign of the founder of 
the Kingdom, the late King 
Abdull^, toward progress 
and overall development 
Speaking on the King- 
dom's 32^ anniversary of 
independence. Dr. Majali 
said the occasion is a 
reminder to Jordanians of 
the major achievements 
accomplished under His 
Majes^ King Hussein’s 
reign in a atmosphere 


marked by democracy and 
respect of human rights. 

Dr. Majali said tus gov- 
ernment is going ahead 
with the policies charted by 
Hussein and is com- 
mitted to the democratic 
process as part of efforts to 
meet die higher nadonal 
objectives. 

The past 32 years of 
indqiendeoce have wit- 
nessed progress in Jordan, 
earning the admiration of 
the world despite the 
numerous challenges and 
dangeis posed to the 
nation, he added. 

On indqiendeDce day. 
Jordan renews its pledge to 
support the Patetinian 


people's strug^ for free- 
dom as Jordanians remem- 
ber the great sacrifices that 
the Jordan Aimed Forces 
offered in defence of Pales- 
tine in the 1946 and 1967 
wars. 

In remarks on the occa- 
sion. the speaker of die 
Lower House of Parlia- 
ment, Sa’d Hayel Srour, 
said Parliament takes pride 
in the numerous adileve- 
ments of ±e past 32 years. 

Jordan's parliament over 
diese past years has been 
an embodimeot of democ- 
ratic freedoms in Jordan, 
which he said lepieseots an 
oasis of stability in the 
midst of a turbulent region. 


New funeral home aims to 


provide low-cost service 


By Mohammad Ben Hnssdn 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The “Burial 
House.'* a newly launched 
Islamic charity tlM will take 
care of decea^ Jordaruans 
from the minute their heart 
st^ beadng until they are 
laid to rest at leladvely che^ 
races, formally opens hs 
doors in June. 

Tlie service aims to ease 
the plight of impoverished 
families who ofren have to 
borrow OKXiey to pay for bur- 
ial costs, which can exceed 
JD150. 

It also helps families who 
cannot d^ wtdi the shock of 
having to wash the bodies of 
the d^d and wrap them in 
white cloth before they are 
buried in line with Islamic 
Sharia teachings. 

“Our services include 

oaosporting the eexpse. 

wasl^g it, keeping it at tiie 
mofgue until burial and 
issuing a death certificate and 
a buna! permit," charity 


director Ahmad Fares told 
the Jordan Times. 

‘The cost of all of these 
sendees will not exceed 
JD90.’' be adderL 

“Few people know how to 
warii the d^ according to 
Is lami c Sharia regulations 
and this gave us the idea to 
launch the iHoject,*' Mn 
Fares said. 

"We h<^ to expand our 
services to reach the whole 
country, but that depends on 
the success of this prcrjecL" 

The house is set over a 
3,000 square metre plot of 
land in downtown Amman, 
making h accessible to most 
people. 

Tt will be able to accom- 
modate over 100 people and 
fiffy cars at ai^ single 
momenL'’ Ml Fares 
explained. 

An annex could be added 
in die future to help die 
bereaved frnuly receive con- 
dolences if th^ homes are 
not spacious enough to 
accommodate the three-day 


function. 

are in the process of 
establishing a fund to offer 
free help to the poor to buiy 
their de^“ he added. 

“But dlls depends on dona- 
tions we get" 

The Graeral Union of V 3 I- 
unt^ Societies (GUVS), a 
major supporter of the pro- 
ject is urging people to inake 
contributions. 

Hind Agha, a Jordanian 
women who passed away last 
month, donared JD100,0(X} 
to cover about half of the 
construction costs. Ml Fares 
said. GUVS provided the 
rest 

"Unfortunately, she was 
unable to witness the open- 
ing." 

The . Greater Amman 
Municipality leased the plot 
of land bousing the charity 
for 20 years at a nominal rate. 

Seve^ private sector agen- 
cies have been set up in the 
last several years to offer 
such funerary services but at 
much higher costs. 


Crown Prince to inaugurate UNRWA 
services centre for Palestinian refugees 


By ffind-Lara Mango 

Special w the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — HRH Crown 
Prince Hassan today will 
inaugurate a services com- 
pound in Waqqas, a nordi- 
em Jordan V^ey village 
home to over 13,000 UN- 
legisteied Palestinian 
refrjgees. 

The centre, fully funded 
by the United States, will be 
the first UNRWA-run pro- 
ject offering central and 
integrated healtii and social 
services outside camps 
hosting Palestinian refuged 
in Jordan. 

The United Nations Relief 
and Works Agency 
(UNRWA) runs ten camps 
across Jordan housing 20 
per cent of tiie U million 
U.N.-registered Palestinian 
refogees who were forced to 
flee to the Kingdom after 
the 1946 and 1967 wars 
with Israel. 

In addition, there are three 
other camps in Jerash, Rus- 
seifa and Shallalah that are 
not officially recognised as 
UNRWA establish^nts but 
have large concentrations of 
Palestinian refugees. 

The United St^s con- 
tributed $400,(X)0 to fond 
the compound while the 


Waqqas municipality allo- 
cate the plot of land on 
which it is situated. 

“The compound will 
accommodate a healtii point 
for primary health services, 
a women's programme cen- 
tre, a Idndeigaiten and a 
community rehabilitatirm 
centre " Gunar Lofbetg, 
directm- of UNRWA opera- 
tions in Jordan, told the Jor- 
dan Times in a recent inter- 
view. 

"The Waqqas ptegea is 
the first of its kind at 
UNRWA and it carries the 
message dial the age^ and 
the major donors like the 
U.S. are keen on improving 
die conditions of Palestinian 
refogees not only in canqis, 
but outride camps as well." 

The project will provide 
services in properly planned 
and constructed installa- 
tions, “instead of being 
spread out in unsuitable 
rented premises as is die 
case today," be said. 

"On many occasions, the 
government leased land 
from landowners for 
UNRWA's use to accommo- 
date and serve Palestinian 
refogees," Mr. Lofbeig 
add^ 

The day-to-day affairs of 
the camps are run by the 


Jordanian govemraeot 
through the Department of 
Palestinian Affairs while 
UNRWA offers healt^ edu- 
cation and relief services in 
line with the U.N. mandate 
dial set it up after the 1948 
war. 

Wesley Egan, U.S. ambas- 
sador to Jordan, told 

reporters on SuncUor that 
Washington’s support fix' 
UNRWA has b^n long- 
standing. 

*Tliis has been proven by 
the fact that we are the 
largest smgle donor, {xovid- 
ing 23 per cent of the 
{fancy’s entire annual bud- 
get," he added. 

Funding for the Waqqas 
{xoject, which will also help 
residents of neighbouring 
villages, came from die 
American Fund for Peace 
Im pleme ntation Program 
Projects, set up foUo^ting 
the signing of ^ Wishing- 
ton DBcl^tion of E’rinci- 
ples that led to the 1994 Jor- 
danian-Israeli peace treaty. 

The United States has so 
for provided $4.7 milli on 
for projects in die. region, 
including Waqqas village. 

"This amount is in addi- 
tion to our annual contribu- 
tion to UNRWA's central 
budget which is over $70 


milli on a year," Mr. Egan 
told the Jordan Times. 

UNRWA looks after 33 
million Palestinian refogees 
living in camps in Jordan, 
Syria. Lebaiton. the West 
Bank and the Gaza Strq>. 
The fonne of r^iigees has 

been reserved for final sta- 
tus talks between Israel and 
the Palestinians. Other 
items on tba ^enda include 
the issue of Arab eari 
Jerusalem, bordos and set- 
tlemems. Hie talks are to be 
completed by May 1999. 

‘Tte question of refogees 
is a criti^ one widi respect 
to the final outcome of die 
peace process and to the 
states of the region who cur- 
rently host Palestinian 
refugees," Mr. Egan said. 

U^WA's imposed total 
budget for 1998 stands at 
$342.9 million in cash and 
inkind funding.' 

The United States tops the 
list of UNRWA’s 20 m^or 
donors, followed by the 
Euix^iean Union, vtitidi 
contributed $33 milli on and 
J^»n, with $19.8 milliCMi. 

With a $35 nuUimi deficit, 
UNRWA faces one of die 
toughest times in its 49-year 
histexy. The financial prob- 
lems have been worsened 
by a i^tid refugee popula- 


tion boom that is putti^ 
massive strains on its 
health, educational and 
relief services. 

Inflation, stagnant or 
declining' donor contriba- 
tions and increasing 
demand for agfincv setvices 
have wexsened the situ^on. 

Ui^WA’s commissioner 
genoal, Peter Hansen, due 
to visit Jordan later this 
week to attend a dorex con- 
ference dial begins on 
Thtirsday. has warned, that 
any rnfoedon in services 
wmild increase hardship 
among refugees and cause 
an outcry foat could have 
dMtabiiiring consequences. 

“When it comes to core 
base programmes, it is very 
difficult to make cuts and 
prioritise areas in which 
cuts have to be made," Mr. 
Lofbeig stressed, adding 
that "UNKWA rione cannot 
take such a decision. This 
has to be done by the host 
governments, donors, 
UNRWA and the beneficia< 
ties." 

Mr. Egan said an 
announcemeot would be 
made during the meeting 
“on how the United States 
will help respond to the 
agency’s annual deficit in 
1998." 


Rational finance system ‘essential’ for health sector restructuring — ministry 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Minisuy of Health and Med- 
ical Care Monday opened a 
four-day workshop on con- 
trolling the national healtii 
system's finances and con- 
ducting demographic sur- 
veys ttexiughout the country 
to detenx^ the general 
public health situation. 

A system to regulate the 
finances of the public health 
sector is needed to help the 
ministiy formulate a com- 


prehensive health care plan 
for all Jordanians, said Taher 
Abul Samen from the min- 
istry's planning and projects 
depan^nL 

In the opening address 
delivered on behalf of Min- 
ister of Health and Medical 
Care Ashraf Kurdi, Dr. Abul 
Samen said the ministiy is 
going ahead with plans to 
foige a partnership between 
the private and public health 
care sectcas as part of 


lestructuriiig the Kingdom's 
health services. 

He said it has become 
essential to create a rational 
system for. financing health 
services, raising the efficien- 
cy of healtii woikeis, coo- 
tioUing the cost of healtii 
services and inqxoving the 
management of faeal±-ielac- 
ed information. 

This project, which is 
bring firianced by die United 
States Agency for 


Intemational Development, 
is bound to yield good 
results eventually since it 
will enable the ministzy.to. 
have access to det^ed 
infoimadon about the Jor- 
danian healtii sectex in gen- 
eral and the types and cost of 
services ofiried to the pub- 
lic, be added. 

Dl Abul Samen said the 
project is one of the min- 
istry’s priorities, especially 
as it is now involved in 


developirtg and in^lemern- 
ing a national healtii insur- 
ance system. 

Taking part in the work- 
shop are repiesenratiyes of 
the Royal Medical Services 
of the Jordan Armed Forces, 
the Jordan University Hos- 
pital, and a number of health 
oiganisacions in Jordaiu as 
well participants from 
Lriianon, Mtxocco, Egypt, 
and Harvard University in 
theU.S. 


Tourism minister announces entrance fees to Madaba to be reduced 


Journalist released after three-day detention 


AMMAN <J.T.) — A1 Arab 
Al Yawm journalist Jihad 
Mansi was released Sunday 
afrer security forces detained 
him for three days on 
charges of “attacking the 
government in public," be 
told the Jordan Times. 

Mr. Mansi said that be was 
detained by the General 
Intelligence Department and 


that “during the investiga- 
tion. I kepi denying the 
charge." 

‘Then they dropped it." he 
said. "They tneat^ me well, 
and the diriogue between us 
was good. They even apolo- 
gised to me." 

He said the Press and Pub- 
lication Department had 
nothing to do witii his deten- 


tion. 

Mr. Mansi, who is in late 
twenties and covers local 
issues for Al Arab Ai Yawm. 
was detained last Friday on 
an order from the Security 
Court The editor-in-chief of 
Al Arab Al Yawm, Saleh 
Qallab, said then that his 
arrest was not related to his 
work at the newspaper. 


MADABA (Petra) — Mmister of 
Tourism and Antiquities Akel BUta- 
ji on Monday said the ministry has 
prepared an integrated plan to over- 
come obstacles facing the tourism 
industry and deal with an expected 
boom in the year 20(X). 

Speaking during a visit to Mada- 
ba, where he inspected tourist and 
archaeologica] sites, Mr. Biltaji said 
the minist^ is developing Quist's 
baptism site on the Jordan River 
and is carrying out a JD1.3 million 
project financed by tire European 


Union at the Urn Al Rasas religious 
and archaeological site east . of 
Madaba. 

He noted that Um Al Rasas; 
which features the remains of a 
church with mosaics, will witness 
the construction of a restbouse and 
a public garden for the benefit of 
visitors. 

Mr. Biltaji. who was accompa- 
nied on the tour by several deputies - 
from the Madaba govemorate and 
Madaba Governor Nashat Majali, 
said many of Jordan’s numerous 


archaeologicaJ and tourist sites are 
awaiting marketing at the domestic 
and international levels. 

Restoration and development of 
sites, he added, is bound to attract 
more tourists and yield social and 
economic benefits to the local com- 
mum'ty. The Council of Ministers 
recendy endorsed a set of regula- 
tions governing the work of tourist 
guides and the profession, includ- 
ing the restoration of sites and the 
creation of archaeological reserves, 
srid the minister. 


The ministry is planning to 
reduce entrance foes to the religious 
and archaeological sites in Madaba 
in a Ind to further encourage Jorda- 
nians to visit 

The governor and the Madaba 
deputies submitted a number of 
requests to Mr. Biltaji and briefed 
him on their govemorate's needs to 
promote the tourism industry. 

They asked that a new tourist cen- 
tre be built and sufiTicient area be 
assigned as a parking lot for tourist 
buses, among other facilities. 


New AIDS treatment offers hope for patients, but at a price 


what’s 
going on 


FILMS 

* “Never Say Never Again 
(James Bcxid 007)" at the 
British Council. Jabol Amman 
at 7:00 pm (Also screening 
children's film entitled 
‘Touchdown on Button 
Moon" on W?dnesday. May 
27,ai6:00p.in. 

JORDANIAN 
NATIONAL SONG 
FESTIVAL 

* Pcrfofmanccs of Joidanian 
songs at the Royal Qihuial 
Centre on ^^%dne^y. Thurs- 
day and Friday May 27-29 at 
8:1X1 p.m. 

LECTURE 

* ‘The Arab Economic 
Options" (in Arabic) 1^ Dr. 
Isma'il Sohri Abdullah at 
Abdul Hameed Shoman 
Foundation, Jabal .Amman on 
Wednesday. May 27 at 6 l^0 

p.ni 

exhebtudns 

* "Gi^jhic — CM on Paper" 
exhibition by Guider Trila at 
Darat Al Braun. Jabal Wetb- 
deh (Td. 4643251A2), until 
June 25. 

Woks by Christian de 
Pbrtzampoic at the University 
of Jordan, until June 4. 

* Buntings by Abdul Adz Al 
Hasak at Hammourabi Art 
Gallery, Gardens Sl (Tel. 
55.W«). until May 26. 

* Pointings b>' Lebanese- 
American onisi Etel Adnan 
entitled “Artist's Book of An 
aiKl I\7etiy“ at Dorat AI Fiinun, 
Jabal Weibdeh, until 28. 
Also (tidying works by 
Balin-based Syrian artist 
Marwan Badii entitied “A 
Suite of Heads," and works by 
oomemp o r ai y Arab artists. 


By Hiiid-Lara Mango 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The latest 
medical breaktiiroughs for 
AIDS treatment have 
brought hope for many 
patients worldwide, but in 
Jordan, the costly new med- 
ication remains out of reach 
for the majority of victims. 

Antiretroviral ttierapy, a 
combination of thr» drugs 
— AZT, DDI or DDC, and 
Indinavir — can help delay 
the evolution of Human 
Immunodeficiency Virus 
(HIV), which causes AIDS, 
doctors said. 

“Studies have indicated 
the clinical benefits of the 
triple combination therapy: 
there is an increase in the 
number of years these 
patients are living and their 
quality of life has 
improved." said Hana 
Aijan, product specialist at 
the local drug agent of the 
U.S. gian t Merck Sharp and 
Dohme. 

But in a country of 4.3 
million people with an 
aimual per capita income of 
JD1.400 a year, the new 
therapy, at a cost of $32 a 
day, is {xoving too expra- 
sive for most 

Officials say the Ministry 
of Health, which offers 
basic health care to hun- 
dreds of thousands of Jorda- 
nians. cannot find enough 
cash to subsidise antiretro- 
vial therapy. 

*Tadents find difficulties 
in paying the high cost of 
such treatment," said 
internist Jamal Wadi, a con- 
sultant on infectious dis- 
eases. To Jordan, we do not 
have one recognised body 
to provide this medicine to 
HIV patients gr^s or at 


subsidised prices." he told 
the Jordan Times in a recent 
interview. 

“We prescribe this med- 
ication to patients in Jordan, 
bur they have to buy it at 
their own expense,’* Dr. 
Wadi said. 

In the past, the cost of 
AZT and DDI tieabnent, 
the ministiy's off-and-on 
supply of medical stocks, 
rang^ between $400 to 
$500 a month. 

An HTV carrier must take 
the triple combination ther- 
apy every day for the rest of 
hi^er life. 

A patient is started on the 
new therapy if his/her CD4 
cell count (the white blood 
cell count in the blood), 
drops below 400. 

“These medications 
improve a patient’s quality 
of life and delay the stage at 
which a patient shifts from 
being an HTV carrier to hav- 
ing foil blown AIDS,*’ 
stressed Dr. Waffi. 

The first case of AIDS in 
Jordan was discovered in 
1986. Since then, a total of 
174 Afi^ cases have been 
registered, according to 
Sa*id Kharabsbeh, head of 
the Directorate of Disease 
Control and Prevention at 
the Mi^stiy of Health. 

The triple combination 
therapy entered the region 
in 19%, with Lebanon as 
well as oil-rich Kuwait and 
the United Arab Emirates 
offering it to HIV carriers at 
subsidued prices. 

“Since tlus treatment is 
not subsidised in Jordan, 
patients caimot afford to 
buy it," said Dr. Wadi. 
“Some medications, such as 
AZT. DDI and DDC, are 
not even found on a regular 
basis in the Kingdom.” 


Ms. Aijan said she was 
aware of two people in Jor- 
dan who were relying on 
their own funds to buy the 
drug therapy. 

Dr. Wadi said a few of the 
HTV carriers he has treated 
were able to buy the triple 
combination therapy at their 
own expense. 

“But in 'doing so, they 
spent all of their resources,” 
Ito said. “Some patients get 
their medicine from charita- 
ble communities in France 
and other European coun- 
tries who sponsor them," 
Dr. Wadi added. 

Ms. Aijan said the local 
agent of the therapy was 
selling the drug at cost 

“It is brought in on a 
humanitarian basis, which 
means we make no profit on 
sales but since patients have 
to buy it themselves, the 
majority do not have access 
to it" 

The cost of the daily treat- 
ment is further incre^ed by 
other medication required 
for “opportunistic infec- 
tions,” which may occur in 
the lungs and brains of 
HTV/AIDS victims. 

Many have to spend days 
and even mondis in tfae bbs- 
pital due to such infections. 

With the triple combina- 
tion chenqiy, "the immune 
system of a patient is built 
up, he/she starts to feel bet- 
ter. puts on weight and 
spenils less time in the hos- 
pital," Ms. Aqan explai^. 

HIV/AIDS treatment 
worldwide is now following 
the motto of “hitting eariy 
gnri hitting hard" thmiigh 

the eaily detection of die 
virus and using the triple 
combination dierapy intro- 
duce in 1996. 

The therapy became stan- 


dard treatment for HTV 
patients all over the world 
this year, Ms. Aijan said. In 
the eariy 1980s, AZT was 
develops as an AIDS treat- 
menL 

Studies then indicated 
that ACT interfered widi 
cen^ cellular functions of 

the repi^. . k.yi.i. 

the virus. 

The new therapy has a 
poweriiiJ on HTV, 

helping reduce plasma HTV 
RNA viral load (the amount 
of virus in the blood) below 
detectable levels and 
increase CD 4 cells. 

Local physicians have 
approached die Ministry of 
H^th to underline the 
importance of the new ther- 
apy, but the response was 
not encouraging. 

According to Dr. Kharab- 
sheh, also member of the 
National Committee for 
AIDS Rcevention and Con- 
trol (NCAPC). blood trans- 
fusions were responsible for 
2$ of the total AIDS cases 
in JoidaiL 

‘The vast majority of 
these cases were discovered 
in Jordan after patients had 
blood transfusions abroad 
or when the infection had 
been sexuaDy transmitted to 
diem abroad,” he said. 

Most of Dr. Wadi’s AIDS 
patients range from young 
patients in thw early 30s to 
diose in dieir 70s who con- 
tracted the disease as a 
result of surgery abroad. 

In a conservative country 
which shuns AIDS patients, 
the majority of victims suf- 
fer in silence, hichng news 
of tiieir infection from even 
their families. 

Doctors are worried the 
oounny is not doing eno u g h 
to educate its citizens about 


safe sex and ways of pre- 
venting AIDS. 

"People look at the social 
stigma of HTV/AIDS and do 
not look at it as a medical 
problem," Dr. WadL 

“After talking to patients 
and their families, 1 realised 
that neople hr" e ■ ''''h n d'«- 

and basically know nothing 


about protecting themselves 
against it" he ^ded. 

Officials say there is a 
dire need to provide a sup- 
port system for HTV/AIDS 
patients and their families to 
help them cope with AIDS. 
"We try to control the 
" ■ 'f' •n that AIDS 

NCAPC is pushing for a 


protocol for the treatment of 
HTV/AIDS cases in Jor- 
dan," said Dr. Kharabsheb. 

‘There is a definite need 
for an effective and active 
support system for AIDS, 
patients. They are human 
beings who. are entitied to 
medical core it is 
. .. 

icauoo free or subsidised.’* 


AL AMAL NATIONAL CAMPAIGN FOR PROMOTING 
AWARENESS ON CANCER AND EARLY DETECTION 

As part of a nation-wide campaign aimed at raising public awareness about cancer and 

the importance of early diagnosis, a team of specialised doctors and the director of the 

Health Care Programme at AI Amal Centre vriil carry out a host of activities throughout the 

various govemorates of Jordan between May 26 and July 9, 1998. 

The programme includes the following activities: 

1- Informing people about cancer, its causes, danger ^ns, prevention, early 
diagnosis as well as treatment 

2- Promoting awareness about the health care programme and foe advantages of 
joining this programme at Al Amal Centre. 

3- Carrying out tests for women wishing to undergo early detection for breast and 
skin cancer. 

4- Carrying out tests for.men wishing to urklergo early detection for prostate, 
testide and skin cancer. 

The 12-day campaign will be implemented in accordance with foe followtng programme: 


Tafileh 

Tuesday • 

May26 

Aqaba 

WedneMlay 

May 27 

Maa'n 

Thursday 

M^28 

Jmesh 

Thursday 

Jufto4 • 

Irbld 

Thursday 

Junell- 

Ajloun 

Tuesday 

June 16 

Irbld 

Thursday 

June- 16 

Mafraq 

Sunday 

June 21 

Madaba 

Tuesday 

June 30 

Ba(qa(Salt. 

Thursd^ 

July 2 

Zarqa 

Tuesday 

July? 

Kerak 

Thursday 

July 9 


Lectures and early diagnosis sessions wiii be held 

For women: Atthefamily planning clinics from 10:00 ajn to 1«o' pm 

For men: At foe local chapters of foe General Union of Volunterv 

(GUVS) from 3:00 p.m, to 6:00 p.m. x «es 

Prior appointments for early diagnosis should be anWiged by contactirw the above 
mentioned parties. - ^ 

For further information or enquiries about the lectures venues and eariv 
diagnosis centres, please call GUVS chapters or the Health Cm ^ 
Programme at Ai Amal Centre, Ttel. 5355535 - 5353000.'^**^ 






eWorld News 


Kohl narrows gap with SPD 
four months ahead of vote 


BONN (R) — German 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl, 
who has made a career of 
death-defying political 
comebacks, has cut the gap 
with challenger Gerhard 
Schroeder after bis party 
rallied behind him last 
week. pollsters said 
Monday. 

With four months to go to 
September's election, the 
Forsa and Emnid polling 
groups said Mr. Kohl 
picked up a badly needed 
lift at the Chrisdan 
Democrats (CDU) Party 
Congress in Bremen. 

Pollsters said Mr. Kohl, 
who has been trailing Mr. 
Schroeder for months in his 
bid for a record fifth term, 
also benefited from fiesh 
doubts about Mr. 
Schroeder's authority over 
the Social Democrats 
(SPD). 

Party leaders in the east- 
ern state of Saxony-Anhalt 
defied Mr. Schroeder 
recently to form a govern- 
ment relying on the support 
of the reform Communist 
party of Democradc 
Socialism tPDS). 

Forsa, in a survey of 1,97 1 
voters conducted last week, 
found the CDU gained two 
points to 37 per cent while 


the SPD slipped two points 
to 43 per cent. 

Emnid’s poll showed the 
CDU gaining two points to 
37 per cent and the SPD 
steady at 43 per cent. 

The gains were the first 
solid upturn for Mr. Kohl's 
CDU since Febniaiy and 
the SPD lead is now at its 
narrowest point since 
March. Mr. Schroeder has 
led Mr. Kohl by up to eight 
points in many lea^g polls 
over the last two months. 

‘The big question is 
whether this is ^e start of a 
tumaround and whether the 
CDU will have enough time 
to catch up," Maafied 
Guellner, research director 
at Forsa, told Reuters. 

“My best guess is that it is 
not yet a turnaround. The 
next three to four weeks are 
critical for the CDU. To 
have a chance to win in 
September, they are going 
to have to pick up at least 
four points by late June." 

Mr. Guellner said Mr. 
Kohl's 1994 comeback rally 
had its roots at a similar 
party congress in Hamburg. 
But he smd it took three 
months after the February 
19^ congress for Mr. Kohl 
to catch up to die SPD and 
another few months to pull 


ahead. 

“It’s questionable whether 
there is enough time for a 
comeback this time," Mr. 
Guellner said. 

The pollster said the SPD 
had b^n hurt in the past 

week by a damaging discus- 
sion over whether the SPD 
in Saxony-Anhalt should 
form a coalition with the 
PDS. 

Vomrs were less bothered 
by the Communist-support- 
ed government than by the 
fact that Mr. Schroeder's 
will was ignored. 

“It showed Schroeder was 
weak," Mr. Guellner said. 
“A lot of voters ready to 
ab^don the CDU and mov- 
ii^ tots^rds the SPD were 
firightened away by that. It 
looks like the old SPD with 
its leadership fights rather 
than Mr. Schroeder's SPD.'’ 

Mr. Guellner and Pollster 
Dieter Walz from Emnid 
said the CDU's recent 
upturn had little to do with 
U.S. President Bill 
Clinton's two-day tour of 
Berlin and Intern 
Germany with Mr. Kohl. 

The CDU has based much 
of its campaign on portray- 
ing Mr. Kohl as a r^ected 
statesman. But the pollsters 
said Mr. Clinton's praise for 


Mr. Kohl had only helped 
the chancellor in an area 
where be already scores 
well and doesn’t need any 
help, 

"A bounce after a party 
congress is quite typical and 
these gains were to be 
expected," s^d Mr. Walz. 

“But two days of back- 
slapping at a party congress 
aren't going to be enough 
for more than a small 
bounce. Voters are looking 
for more, such as positive 
signals in the economy and 
falling unemployment." 

Mr. Walz said the SPD 
bad little upside potential 
because it had already 
attracted most of the stock 
of potential floating voters. 
He said undecided voters 
could still give the CDU a 
10-point boost. 

“Ilie race is still far from 
over," Mr. Walz said. 

The Forsa poll put support 
for the Free Democrats, 
junior partners in Mr. 
Kohl's coalition, down one 
point at four per cent 
Support for the environ- 
mentalist Greens, who want 
to form a coalition wife fee 
SPD, rose one point to six 
per cent. 

The PDS was steady at six 
per cent in fee Forsa survey. 


Taleban anti-vice 


department upgraded 
to ministry 


KABUL (AFP) — 
Afghanistan's r uling 
Taleban militia Monday 
announced feat their pow- 
erful and feared reli^ous 
police department has been 
upgraded to full ministerial 
status. 

Radio Shariat announced 
feat by order of supreme 
leader Mullah Mohammad 
Omar, fee Department for 
fee Prevention of Vice and 
Fostering of Virtue has 
raised its battle against un- 
Islamic conduct and 
appearance. 

“This promotion has been 
given because our affairs 
are fee most fundamental 
and powerfril," explained 
fee anti-vice numlKr two 
Mawlawi Alhaj 

Qalamuddin, who becomes 
deputy mini ster. 

Mr. Qalamuddin told 
AFP fee current anti-vice 
boss Mawlawi Mohammad 
Wali took up fee portfolio 
of mini ster, adding the pro- 
motion is an “important 
step." 

‘TMs is a lofty oi^an and 
has been promoted accord- 
ing to its status which is to 
hold fee people account- 
abie," fee turb^ed and big- 
bearded deputy said. 

Famed for their anti-vice 
patrols, fee so-called reli- 
gious police have operated 
independently from other 
security organs since their 
introduction to fee capital 
after fee Taleban takeover 
in September 1996. 

Falling directly under fee 
authority of Mr. Omar, fee 
department has been 
responsible for fundamen- 


tally altering fee appear- 
ance of Kabul's once-£feer- 
al population. 

Based in the now-defunct 
and Soviet-style mimstiy of 
statistics building, fee anti- 
vice squads tour fee city in 
Japanese-made pick-up 
(tucks mounted wife loud- 
spea)^ feat blast out 
Muslim sermons. 

The speedy paiiols ensure 
feat men have not trimmed 
their beards, have suitably 
short hair and do not wear 
Western fashions. 

Inadequately covered 
women also receive on the 
spot punishment, usually a 
quick whip wife a rubber 
hose. 

The teams also enforce 
bans on television and 
video, music, women trav- 
elling unaccompanied by a 
male relative, high-heeled 
shoes, photography, out- 
door weddings and the cel- 
ebration of Don-Islamic 
holidays. 

Mini^rial changes 
announced also include fee 
reoaining of the ministry of 
religious a^irs to Haj and 
religious affairs, while two 
separate departments have 
been merged to fonn the 
new ministry for refugees 
and martyrs. 

The Taleban hold two- 
thirds of Afghanistan and 
have impost what fe^ 
say is a model Islamic state. 

Last year fee n^tia 
renamed Af ghanistan as an 
“Islamic Emirate" under 
fee leadership of Mr. Omar 
who is known by followers 
as fee Ainir-u] Momeneen 
Geader of the faith&l). 


Georgian leader 
proposes federation 
for breakaway region 


TBILISI (AFP) — Georgian 
President Eduard 

Shevardnadze sought Monday 
to avoid an all-out war with 
Abkharia by offering the 
breakaway region fee status of 
a state within a federation. 

In a radio broadcast. Mr. 
Shevardnadze said (he offer 
was conditional on an immedi- 
ate ceasefire and the remm of 
tens of feousands of tefi^ees 
who have fled fee recent fight- 
ing in Abkhazia. 

are proposing feat 
AUdiazia be given fee status of 
subject of a fedezal state." Mr 
SfaeWdnadze said. 

“In exchange, we demand an 
imnvjHiari*. ceasefire and the 
lenim of the 25.000 to 35,000 
civilian refugees forced to flee 
fee r^on in the past few 
days," be said. 

Shevardnadze's offer 
came as separatist forces in 
Abkhazia claimed to have 
lolled around 100 Georgian 
militiamen in clashes at fee 
weekend. 

The fighting has fuelled fears 
feat a fi^year truce between 
fee two si(te is set to collapse. 

An AFP joun^list on the 
Geoigian-Abkhaz boundary 
said clashes were continuing 
Monday moming. 

Mr. Shevardnadze said fee 
compromise offer had been 
deemed necessary to avoid a 
full-blown war, but at fee same 
time saes^ that Tbilisi would 
not ^ant full independence. 

“Georgia will not acc^t fee 
loss of Abkhazia," be said 

The new fighting, focused on 
AUdiazia's Gali region, has 
pitied Abkhaz farces against 
fee “Whits Legion” — a mili- 
tia group made Up of Georgian 

vohune^. 


“It was a difficult choice not 
to send regular boops, but it 
was felt feat could lead to a 
new war," Me Shevardnadze 
said. 

Abkhazia effectively secured 
independence in August 1993 
afier defeating Georgian 
troops at fee end of an almost 
year-long warwhich left about 
7.000 people dead and forced 
feousands of civilians to flee to 
Georgia. 

Tbilisi still officially rgects 
the notion of a sovereign 
Abkhazia, according it instead 
fee status of an autonomous 
region. 

Mr. Shevardnadze 

announced that Georgian 
Interior Minister ' K^cha 
Taigamadze and Foreign 
Minister Irakli 

Menagharishvili would leave 
Monday for Abkharia to nego- 
tiate the new proposal. 

He also accused Russian 
troops deployed in fee region 
of violating their peacekeeping 
mandate, and allowing sepa- 
ratist faces to bring heavy 
weapons into fee U.N.-QX)ni- 
toied ceasefire zone. 

Russian troops make up fee 
majority of the 1.500-strong 
forw fiom fee Commonwealth 
of Independent States that 
piurols tte 12-kilome&e wide 
zone that runs along the loguri 
liver that separates Georgia 
and Abkhazia. 

Mr. Shevardnadze also con- 
demned fee Abkhaz separatists 
for targeting ethnic Gratgians 
living in Abkhazia. 

Tt is Impossible at the end of 
the 20fe century for fee inter- 
uatioml commumty to cou- 
done a policy of ethnic cleans- 
ins," he said. 


Japan and Russia ‘must put 
emotion aside to solve island row’ I Democrats biggest winners 


Popular pro-democracy activist Emily Lau flashes vic- 
tory signs as Allen Lee, chairman of the Liberal Party, 
looks on after Ms. Lau won a seat in Hong I&mg’s first 
elected legislature under Chinese rule. Lee lost bis seat, 
marking a rebuke to Hong Kong’s pro-C3iina club 
(Reuters photo) 


Hong Kong government 
facing clamour for 
greater democracy 


HONG KONG (AFP) — 
Hong Kong's Beijing- 
approved government must 
brace itself for demands for 
more rapid democratic 
reform after massive sup- 
{wn for pro-democracy par- 
ties in the first election 
under Chinese rule, analysts 
said Monday. 

The pro-democracy camp 
is expected to get about half 
of the popular vote in fee 
direct section of poll, in 
which a record 53.29 per 
cent of fee re^stered elec- 
torate cast their ballots. 

Despite fee strong $up- 
{jort, fee democrats are only 
' likely to get a quarter of fee 
seats under fee present elec? ' 
toral system. Forty seats 
were decided by pro-busi- 
ness functional constimea- 
cies and an Election 
Committee packed wife 
Beijing supporters. 

"The Hong Kong SAR 
(government) is likely to 
face more pressure for a 
faster pace of democratic 
reform," said Sonny Lo 
Shiu Hing. associate profes- 
sor of politics and public 
administration at fee 
University of Hong Kong. 

‘'In fee past it was argued 
that the people were politi- 
cally apathetic. It is now 
clear they are no longer 
apathetic and feat will have 
to be taken into account." 
he said. 

Kenneth Chan of fee 
Baptist University said fee 
pace of democratisation is 
likely to become one of the 
most controversial issues 
for debate in fee 60-seat 
Legislative Council. 

“If exit polls are reliable, 
wife almost two thirds of 
fee popular vote going to 
fee pro-democracy groups, 
feat has significant implica- 
tions for fee pace of democ- 
ratisation." he said. 

But Mr. Chan added feat 
early statements from chief 
executive Tung Chee Hwa’s 
administration indicated 
resistance to speedier 
reforms. 

Mr. Tung welcomed fee 
high election turnout as a 
victory for Hong Kong peo- 
ple ruling Hong Kong. 


But in comments seen as a 
gentle rebuff to fee democ- 
rats, be cited Hong Kong's 
mini-constitution, fee Basic 
Law. which sets out a grad- 
ual timetable for greater 
democracy wife no final 
date for universal suffrage. 

Under fee law, fee number 
of seats slated to be 
returned by direct election 
in fee next poll increases by 
just four, a pace of reform 
democratic parties see as 
too slow. 

Democratic Party 

ChBinnan Martin Lee smd 
fee record turnout gave “a 
clear message to our leaders 
in Beying that Hong Kong 
people want and deserve 
democracy." 

'TUs is a mandate ... and 
we will take the message 
and do our best to push for 
frill democracy in Hong 
Kong in fee next legislative 
council elections in fee year 
2000 and push for a democ- 
ratically elected chief exec- 
utive." be added. 

China's- official media 
gave quiet approval to the 
election, but made no men- 
tion of fee strong pro- 
democracy support. 

The official English-lan- 
guage China Daily front- 
paged a photograph of Mr. 
Tung emptying a ballot box 
above a report emphasising 
fee record poll turnout 

Academics said fee sur- 
prisingly strong voter 
turnout also showed fee 
growing maturity of party 
politics in Hong I^g, 
which are seen as playing 
an important part in future 
democratic development 

“For fee first time we wit- 
nessed strong party mobili- 
sation in getting people out 
to vote.” Chan said. 

Mr. Lo added; "We have 
definitely seen our political 
parties maturing and their 
identities becoming 

stronger." 

Ac^emics said as more 
seats are democratically 
elected, independent candi- 
dates in fee legislature will 
increasingly need to foim 
political alliances with 
major groups to make their 
views known. 


TOKYO (AFP) — Japan 
and Russia must put emo- 
tion aside to resolve a teiri- 
toiial dispute feat has lin- 
gered since World War n by 
fee agreed deadline in 
2000, Moscow's ambas- 
sador said Monday. 

“We need a political deci- 
sion to solve fee problem 
and we really have to pre- 
pare it," Russian 
Ambassador to Japan 
Alexander Panov told a 
luncheon meeting wife 
business executives and 
reporters here. 

“A special atmosphere is 
needed" to solve the territo- 
rial row. which has prevent- 
ed fee two countries from 
signing a peace treaty since 
fee end of World War H, fee 


ambassador said. 

“If public opinion in each 
country does not cha^e, 
parliament cannot ratify,” 
he said. “Putting aside 
emotion, we have to con- 
centrate on practical 
issues." 

Russia’s political and 
economic st^ility would 
be also prerequisite for the 
signing of a peace treaty by 
a 20(M deadline set by 
Moscow and Tokyo, Mr. 
Panov said. 

“We cannot deny ^ssi- 
bilities feat we can sign a 
peace treaty by 2000 as a 
feeling towards Japan has 
improved in Russia for fee 
past year.” the ambassador 
said. 

“But no-onc knows fee 


answer," he said. ‘*We are at 
a veiy delicate moment." 

President Boris Yeltsin 
and Prime Minister 
Ryutaro Hasbimoto agreed 
at a su mmi t in Siberia in 
November to do their best 
to solve the Kuril Island 
row and sign a peace treatv 
by 2000. 

The dispute is over four 
Kuril Isles north of Japan 
which Russia occupied at 
the end of World War II and 
J^an wants to recover. 

Mr. Hashimoto reportedly 
proposed to Mr. Yeltsin 
when they met in Japan last 
month feat a potential solu- 
tion was to treat fee four 
islands as if they were with- 
in Japan’s borders but with- 
out formally declaring 


Japan had sovereignty. 

At a Group of Eight sum- 
mit meeting in Birmingham 
earlier this month, Mr. 
Yeltsin said he would 
respond to fee Japanese 
proposal when Mr. 
Hashimoto was to \isit 
Moscow in September. 

The Russian ambassador 
called for J^ian and Russia 
to step up cooperation in 
energy projects as part of 
their joint efforts to secure 
stable energ>’ supply to 
Asia. 

“Russia is fee only coun^ 
try which holds enormous 
energy sources in the 
region.” he said. “Putting 
Russia's energy and Japan’s 
technology together would 
be good for fee regioa.” 


HONG KONG (AFP) — The 
Democratic Party led by 
Martin Lee emeiged Monday 
as the bigger single paity in 
Hong Kong's legislature fol- 
lowing the ? ]f«;*do ns 
under Chinese rule. 

The party won 13 seats on 
the 60-seat legislature and 
will be joined by around 
seven ofeet pro-democracy 
candidates, official fi gnuM 
show’. 

The second biggest party 
afrer Sunday's eiftT iops 1$ fee 
pro-Beijing Liberals wife 10 
seats, although unlike fee 
Democrats they failed to win 
any eff fee 20 directly-elected 
seats in the 60-memlw cham- 
ber. 

The pro-democracy candi- 
dates won 15 of the 20 direct- 
ly-elected sears . 


The democradc camp will 
still be in fee minotity in the 
Le^ladve CounciL a feet it 
afeibutes to a biased ekckffal 
tystem. Ihe party won about 
50 per cent of fee popular vote 
vfeile Liberal Patty leader 
Allen Lee lost his seat 
Ihird wfife nine seats were 
the- pco-BeigiDg Demoaatic 
ASiance for fee 
(DAB) of Hong Kong. 

The DAB, along wife the 
libetals, independents not 
seen as democracy advocates 
and smaller parties will domi- 
nate fee new l^latute. 

Apart friun fee 20 diretaly- 
elected seats. 30 members 
were elected in occupatioit- 
based “fimctional censtituen- 
cies” withn limited franduse 
and 10 . by an Election 
Cocnniittee. 
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EU foreign 
ministers laund 
into packed agei 


BRUSSELS (R) — 

European Union foreign 
ministers met Monday for 
regular consultations on 
issues as diverse u the 
Kosovo crisis to the spectre 
of a nuclear arms race in fee 
Tn diM subcontinent. 

The ministers will also 
discuss progress in the EU 
plan to enlarge its member- 
ship by rakin g in former 
Communist states to tiie 
east in the next decade and 
fee wrenching internal 
changes needed to bear fee 
financial strain of expan- 
sion. 

In addition, trade relations 
with the United States, the 
st^d Middle East peace 
process and an EU code of 
conduct on atzns exports are 
on the busy agenda. 

The start of autonomy 
talks in ')^goslavia between 
fee government of President 
Slotodan Milosevic and 
lOssovo's ethnic Albanian 
majority appears to have 
taken little of fee i^ency 
out of fee Kosovo crisis. 

EU ministers must decide 
whether now is fee right 
time to implement or freeze 
a ban on investments to 
Serbia. 

The EU and the United 
States are still intent on per- 
suading Mr. Milosevic to 
accept international media- 
tion, which they believe is 
needed for any meaningf ul 


dialogue. 

In action to 
EU ministers are 
to send a ^lesa^'. 
Milosevic on 
— junior paitnw 
Yugoslav FederatibiiL^ 
whose reformist 
Milo Djukanovic is- 
political pressure 
Belgrade in what ^ 
another Balkan crisis inv 
making. 

Mr. Djukanovic, 
due to visit 
Itiesday, can expect : 
political endorsement 
suppon fixun tfae*. 
together with 
back^ for free and 
elections. 

Relations wife 
have been put on the 
burner at the me^g 
Ankara said it would boy- 


wfao'ii 


cott a plaimed association"^ 
council meeting wife fee.^ 


foreign ministers to jnotest 
at being left out of the EU^s ? 
expansion project ' | 

The EU ministers ate also I 
expected to reiterate con- ' 
demnation of India’s 
nuclear weapons tests and 
to urge Pakistan not to fol- 
low suit 

The situation in Indonesia 
following fee resignation of ' 
President Suharto and the ' 
worsening drought in 
Sudan are also in feeir 
bulging dossier. 


Hungarian right faces 
tough talks after poll victory 


d VaiiuriN htmotir ’.^'uarrK at {be \ 
jjfiascurrv .'-I'liuins of vklui Mte bd 
Kfin'i!!! »:ir ‘ ki-uleiN plit4o> 


BUDAPEST (AFP) — 
Hungary’s newly elected 
ruling party began poten- 
tially mdty talks on form- 
ing a new centre-rigbt 
coalition Monday after 
ous^ the rulingr 
Socialists in run-off bal- 
lots. 

The Rdesz-MPP party's 
34-year-old leader Viktor 
Orban appears likely to 
have to team up with a 
nationalist party whose 
advances he has repeatedly 
rebuffed, after his victory 
by a narrow margin Sunday 
night, analysts said. 

“The bitter Smallholder 
pill must be swallowed," 
said fee liberal Magyar 
Hirlap daily, referring to 
fee rightwing Independent 
Smallholders' Party 
(FKGP) which won 48 
seats in fee 386-seat parlia- 
ment 

Mr. Orban’s rightwing 
Federation of Young 
Democrats-Hungarian 
Civic Party (Fidesz-MPP) 
won 148 seats in fee 386- 
seat paiiiament against 134 
for the Social^t Paity- 
(HSZP) of outgoing 
Premier Gyula Horn. 

Analysts say it is unlikely 
feat Mr. Orban will form a 
“gr^d coition" with the 
Socialists, and the Fidesz- 
MPP leader has said he 
would personally find such 
an alliance “inconceivable" 
although he has not ruled it 
out. 

The Smallholders there- 
fore seem his only accept- 
able ally. 

Their leader Jozsef 
Toigyan is known for his 
fieiy anti-Communist, 
nationalist rhetoric in par- 
liament calling for Harshe r 
measures a g.ningt 

Hungary’s neighbours over 
their treatment of large 
Hungarian minorities. 

Fittoz-MPP is far more 
moderate in its demands 
and its discourse, commit- 
ting itself to European 
Union and NATO iniegra- 
tion. 

President Aipad Goenez, 
who under Hungary’s con- 
stitution has to formally 
appoint a new premier 
when he thinks that person 
will be able to form a sta- 
ble government said 
lengthy talks will be need- 
ed. 

‘This is a great problem. 
It’s fee responsibility of the 
political elite. 1 do not feel 
entitled to give a statement 
now,” the president said 
Sunday night. 

“Olwiously it won’t be a 
decision made in two days. 
Negotiations are still to 
come," he said- “This is an 


interesting picture. I caniKX 
tell you where this situa- 
tion is going to lead to." 
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Viktor Orban, the diair- 
man of the Eldesz party 
speaks during the press 
conference at the eketioo 
headquarter in Budapest 
(Reuters photo) 
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Fidesz-MPP has also 
been offered fee support of 
fee far-i^t Hungarian 
Justice and Ufe Party 
(MIEP), wttidi became 
Sunday fee first far-right 
party to win parliamentary 
seats since World War IL It 
wiU have 14 I^s. 


K„rr . 

l \ 


»4 X' 

i'^v, 

‘rlC 

1>:U 


'"t' 


dismi 


Mr. Orban has kept his 
options open — including 


uve 

possible dances wife the 

Smallholders, or even a. 



grand coalition wife the 

Jl'IRi. . 

r' n:ii;r-;s 

Socialists. 



Mr. Horn, who came to 

■' F'-lii' • 


power in 1994, lost it 

A 

''s"rs 

Sunday night de^te hav- 
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try into fee star economic 
p^otmer eff tite ex- 
communist bloc and briog- 
ing r^ypFochement wife fee 
West- 

Whatever the colour of 
the new government, it is 
unlikely to stop Hungary’s 
westw^ movemenL 
Hungary is to join N^O 
next year and started acces- 
sion talks wife the 
European Union at fee end 
of March. 

‘The fiituze of Hungary 
in Euro-Atlantic int^T^' 

tion is not endangered,” 
Foreign NCnister. Laszlo 
Kovacs said. 

Both the Socialists and 
Rdesz-MPP are also keen 
to further develop fee 
country’s market economy 
but Fidesz-MPP has 
promised quicker and more 
spectacular growth, eves 
b^er than the A A per cebti 
last yean 

Uzuler fee Hnngai^ 
constitution, a new parii^ ^ 
ment must convene within- 
30 days of fee secca^ 
round of voting, namely by 
June 23. 
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United Nations honour guards at the border village of Panmuiuom between the two 
Koreas carry remains of what are belived to be two U.S. soldiers killed during the 
1950-53 Korean war (Reuters photo) 


North Korea returns remains 
of American soldiers 


PANMUNJOM, Korea 
(AFP) — North Korea 
Monday handed • owr the 
remaios of two American 
soldiers killed during the 
Korean war in a ceremony 
supervised by the United 
Nations Command (UNO. 

The remains contained in 
metal caskets w-ere turned 
over to UNC honour guards 
following a visual inspec- 
tion by two U.S. officers 
who represented the U.N. 
command. 

The ceremony was held in 
the tnice village of 
Panmunjom. the only con- 
tact point in the demili- 
tarised zone. U.S. troops 
guard the southern half of 
die truce village under the 
U.N. flag. 

U.S. army chaplain 
Captain Gary Kurr held a 
brief prayer after covering 
the caskeu» with blue U.N. 


flags. The remains had been 
recovered in north Pyongan 
provfnctf between April 21 
and May 14. 

"We thank you God for 
the dedication, valour and 
the service that was ren- 
dered by our fallen com- 
rades." he said. 

It was the first joint opera- 
tion between North Korea 
and the United States to 
take place this year. The two 
sides recovered the remains 
of seven U.S. servicemen in 
join exhumations from 
September 1996 to 

November last year. 

The handover was to have 
taken place on May 15. but 
was delayed for 10 days 
because of a sudden 
demand by Pyongyang that 
the U.S. bepanment of 
Defence replace U.N. sol- 
diers with U.S. troops when 
repalrialing the remains. 


At the time, the North 
broke with past practices 
and failed to show up at a 
planned ceremony, accusing 
Washington of breaching an 
agreement on joint opera- 
tions to discover the 
remains of U.S. servicemen 
killed in the I950-S3 war. 

The North also demanded 
that the U.S. Defence 
Department send a delegate 
to receive the remains at 
Paninunjom. 

Previous transfers of the 
remains of U.S. soldiers 
have been made without 
problems through 

Panmunjom. despite 

Pyongyang's refusal to 
recognise the supervisory 
function of the UNC. 

North Korea wants a bilat- 
eral peace accord between 
Washington and Pyongyang 
to replace the 1953 
armisuce. bypassing Seoul. 


Kigali dismisses Kenyan police 
claim over politician’s murder 


KIGALI (AFPi — The 
Rwandan government 
Monday dismi.sseJ a claim by 
Kenyan police that prominent 
exiled politician Seth 
Sendaxhongu wu.s murdered 
in Nairobi to settle u .score 
over stolen millions orduKurs. 

Rwandan Foreign Minister 
AnasiiLse Ga'«ina told AFP 
that an e.xplaniiiioii given by 
Kenyan police, who said that 
the nxHicnite Htim fomier 
government minisler 

;i43peured to kive been gunned 
down over mttney. wtis "iinre- 
alLstic." 

Senda.shongu. who server! 
as interior minister in a 
Rwandan Patriotic From 
(RPF) government after main- 
ly Tuisi rebels seized Kigali in 
July 1994. was alleged hy 
Kenyan police to hu\e left hi.s 
country in 1995 with $54 mil- 
lion in stolen funds. 

The exiled politician, who 
had become an oiiLspoken 
critic of the RPF regime, was 
.shot dead in his c:ir in 
Nairobi's \Ves(li(nd.s suburb 
on May 16, with his wife's 
chauffeur Bosco Akuluyuhii. 

Kenyan piilice mreMes! two 
Rwandans and a Ugandan 
shortly after tlw killing. Tliey 
accused one of the Rwandujis. 
a TuLsi businessman. » )f order- 
ing the niuider. und the otlicr 
two detainees of aurying it 

OUL 

None of the siispect.s have 
been identified. 


The police said the busi- 
nessman had accu.sed 
Sendashonga of stealing $54 
million troni Rwanda's cof- 
fers when lie fell out with the 
RPF and left the country, then 
ordering the killing of the 
exiled Tutsi's own father, also 
purportedly involved in the 
crime. 

Mr. Gasonu rejected thi.s 
explanation, pointing out that 
$54 million was "an enor- 
mous sum" and that the 
iilleged theft was u “totally 
unrealksiic" hypothesis 
according to finance olficiul.s. 

The Kenyan police claim 
was "ail the more unlikely in 
tliut Seth Sendashonga w-us. in 
my view, a man of integrity." 

Gosana said. 

“Up until now. Kenyan 
police htive not given any pre- 
cise derails." he added "We 
only know, through the press, 
that they've taken in three 
ivople. hut we have no other 
infomintion." 

La.si week, the RPF govern- 
ment denied claims Irom 
e.xiied Hutu leaders that it had 
been behind Senda.shungu's 
murder, which came the 
month after he criticised 
Kigali for publicly executing 
22 people comictkl of geno- 
cide in Rw;inda in 1994. 

'The RPPs seizure of Kigali 
pur an end to the slaughter by 
Hutu extieniLsb of between 
.“iOO.IXlO and StXl.OtX) minori- 
ty Tutsis and moderate Hutus. 


The massacres which were 
sparked by the killing in April 
1994 of elected Hutu 
Presideni Juvenal 

Habyarimana. 

Sendashonga. who had 
joined the largely Tutsi move- 
ment and became one of the 
Hutus to .serve in the post-civil 
war administration, quit the 
government and Rwanda in 
August the foliowring year, 
accusing the RPF itself of car- 
rying out atrocities. 

His central African country 
is still wracked by Hutu 
extremist insurgency and the 
effecbi of the genocide, fcK* 
which scores of thousands of 
suspects are packed into over- 
crowded jails awaiting trial. 
Sendushongp had himself 
been due to appear as a wit- 
ness before a U.N.-esiablidied 
court sitting in Tanzania to oy 
alleged ringleaders of the 
massacres. 

Thai court has convicted 
one defendant but handed 
down no sentences and cannot 
impose cspital punishmenL 
When Rwandan courts did so 
and the public executions took 
place. Sendashonga said they 
would wreck pro^)ects for 
peace and reconciliation. 

Sendashonga had already 
narrowly escape death in a 
February 1996 assassination 
bid which he blamed on the 
RPF regime, a claim denied in 
Ki^i. 





Decommissioning chief sees 
Northern Irish guns handed in 


BELFAST (R) — Northern 
Ireland's aims decommis- 
sioning chief said Monday 
he was hopeful outlawed 
groups would hand in their 
weapons as agreed in the 
British-rule province's 
peace deal. 

Canada's General John 
Chastelain said his inde- 
pendent commission 

charged with clearing tire 
province of illegal weapons 
had already made contact 
writh one of three armed 
groups which had political 
representatives at t^ peace 

fallfg. 

“We will seek in tire days 
and weeks ^ead to contin- 
ue the contacts tiiat we have 
and improve on them and 
hopeftiUy get this system 
started," he said in an inter- 
view with BBC radio. 

“We will sit down and 
woric out the dates and of 
course we will make sure 
that the weapons and arrtrs. 


explosives. ammunition 
banded in are not subjected 
in any way to forensic test- 
ing to bring prosecution," 
he added. 

Gen. de Chastelain said 
the Ulster ^toluntee^ Force 
(UVF) bad named progres- 
sive Unionist Pa^ negotia- 
tor Billy Hutchinson as its 
representative. 

He said he hoped to make 
contact with the Irish 
R^blican Army (IRA) 
and Ulster Defence 
Association tUDA) soon to 
start the process of ridding 
the ptpvince of weapons by 
May 2000 as agreed in the 
pe^deal. 

Sinn Fein leader (jet^ 
Adams, whose party is 
allied to the IRA, said 
Sunday that he and his col- 
leagues would honour their 
pt^ge to do all they could 
to b^g about the decom- 
missioning of the IRA's 
arsenal. 


He said he would speak to 
Gen. de Chastelain's com- 
m'lssion but tied the process 
of IRA decommissioning to 
the demilitarisation of the 
British army and police 
reforms. 

Arms experts say the out- 
lawed DIA has between two 
and three tonnes of semtex 
explosive — enough to 
obliterate at least 2.500 
homes. 

Hundreds of AK-47 
assault rifles and other 
types of guns are buried in 
arms dumps across the 
island or in concrete Belfast 
basements. 

Irish Times Security 
Correspondent Jim Cusack 
has said the IRA also has 
two or three Soviet-made 
Sam-7 ground-to-air mis- 
siles smuggled torn Libya. 

He says the UDA has at 
least 2GO rifles or machine 
pistols, at least 200 hand- 
guns and an unknown 


amount of comroeFcial 
explosive, while the UVF 
has a similar cache. 

The loyalist Valunteer 
Force, blamed for the 
killings of 1 1 Roman 
Catholics since Christmas, 
also has guns, explosive 
and detonators though it 
called a truce shortly tefore 
Friday’s referendum on the 
peace deal to urge a “no" 
vote. 

Republican groups who 
are not on ceasefire are also 
thought to have some sem- 
tex of their own. 

Gen. de Chastelain said 
the weapons could not be 
left to rust as people would 
never be able to live in 
peace not knowing if guns 
were getting into the wrong 
hands. 

“If you leave laige num- 
bers of weapons in play, no 
matter how well they're 
guarded, no matter who has 
tiiem. there is a chance that 


they fail into the bands of 
people who have nothing to 
do with the political 
process." he said. 

Some smaller armed 
groupis opposed the peace 
talks, including three 
republican groups and the 
pro-British LVF. 

Police in the Irish 
Republic are still question- 
ing two suspected republi- 
can dissidents arrested as 
they tried to drive about 454 
kg towards the Irish border 
Saturday. 

Later in Belfast, an army 
officer escaped injury when 
what police called a “crude, 
improvised bomb" explod- 
ed under a railway bridge. 
Two men were arrested. 

The incidents proved 
what many people here sus- 
pected — that the plague of 
violence will not vanish 
overnight despite the 
resounding “yes" vote in 
the referendum. 


India ‘failing to tackle child labour’ 


Pakistani plane 


NEW DELHI (AFF) — The 
Indian government said 
Mtxiday it had ‘iniseralriy 
failed" to tackle the rise ^ 
child labour in the coun&y. 

L. Mishra, a top official in 
the labour ministry, said 
although the gownihaent was 
genui^y makiog efforts ro 
curb the practice, “h has mis- 
erably fi^ed in tadding this 
gigantic probl^ 

“Despite constitutional pro- 
visions and of late various 
directives ftom die Supreme 
Court we have failed in its 
total oiforcement at the grass- 
root level," be told a gcn«m- 
ment-sponsored conference 
here. 

India is estimated to have 
some 60 million children 
engaged in jobs langiag ftom 


home-based factories produc- 
ing bangles to mining, carpet 
weaving and housing con- 
struction. 

Many work for long hours 
in dangerous conditions for 
tow vrages. 

M*. h^shra said the govem- 
ment could not be held “sole- 
ly re^xxsiUe" tor the plight 
of waridsg childiezL 

^ k high time all those 
invdved in thk task do 
seme retrospection and come 
out with the best possible 
solutions." he added. 

Fariier this year. India 
rejecGsd a United Natimis 
ra^uest to investigate work 
conditions of child^ in the 
country, arguing it was in a 
better position to deal vriifa the 
issue itself. 


Last month around 1,500 
children matched through 
New Delhi as part of a world- 
wide protest against child 
labour organised by the India- 
based Sc^ Asia Coalition 
Against ChDd Servitude. 

Hxtr separate prote^ 

marches — ftom Asia, Latin 
America, Europe and Afiica 
— are due to converge on the 
Swiss ci^ of Geneva on June 
1 after covering a combined 
distance of 50,000 kilome- 
tres. 

Tb^ are heading for the 
International Labour 

Organisation in Geneva 

where a new convention 
designed to force countries to 
honour commitments on 
child labour is being drawn 
up. 


Floods in south China kiU at least 37 


BEUING (AFP) — At leart 
37 people (bed in south Chma 
floods late last week, news 
reports said Mbtxia}'. bring- 
ing the reported death tofl to 
almost 90 ndioGwidc siiKe 
heavy summer rains started. 

TTuity died tod "an 
unknovm number of others 
were missing" after toneitiial 
rains lashed II cities and 
counties in southern Hunan 
premnee between last 
Thursday and Saturday, the 
official Xinhua news agency 
reported 

Fast-riring watera also 
killed more dian 10,000 code 
and damaged 57,500 hectares 
of farmland, it quo^g a 
spokesman fo' the provoicial 
flood control beadcpiarters. 

Some 23J00 bomes cd- 
lapsed, and highway, power 
and telecommunications net- 
woks were dama^ in tbe 
pcuvindal capital of 
Charigsha as ^11 as cities 


including LoudL Shaoyang 
andHengyang. 

hi Guaogd^ pnwince's 
Sbenzhen city, seven people 
were killed, one was missing 
and six others injured in 
floods at tbe wedreod, tbe 
Hong Kong daily Wen yia 
Po reperted 

Four of the victims, includ- 
ing a child, were swqjt off by 
r^rng fioodwaters Sunday 
svhiie another three were 
irilted when a wall coDapsed, 
it said. 

Tbe rainstoans also affect- 
ed naghbcMiing Ifong Koog. 
where eight prople were 1^ 
slightly inju^ and heli- 
coptera md dinghies rescued 
some 100 villagers trapped 
by rising fioodwaters. 

Officials have warned that 
tbe influence of the El Nino 
weather phenomenon could 
bring more severe floods than 
usual this year, after last 
year’s relatively low Haath 


toUoftiOa 

Summer flooding has come 
two months eady in the 
southern p rov inc es of 
Tiangxl Hunaa Fujian and 
Tltejiang provinces, which 
have lewi^ four times tbe 
oocmal seasraal amount of 
rain. 

Unusual flooding in the 
oofthwestem regions of 
Xinjiang anri fjangi has al-'gf* 
left at least 30 dead. 

"Sustained heavy rain may 
hit areas along tte Yangtze 
River and Yellow River and 
there is a possibility of a 
large-scale catastrophic flood 
this year," tbe news agency 
quoted a vice minister 
water resources as saying. 

To make matters worse, El 
Nino has also exacerbated 
seasonal droughts across tbe 
interior of Qtina, and mote 
than two milljon h e ctares of 
farmland have been affected. 


Africa ‘set for brighter future’ 


HARARE (j^P) — 

2mbsd)we's President Robert 
Mugabe, the current chair- 
man of the Organisation of 
Aftican Unity, maiked the 
35tfa amiiveisacy of the 
OAU's fbundmg Moralay 
with an upbeat >qsion of “a 
better and brighter future" for 
tfaecontmeoL 

He said tbe ou^izig of tbe 
military leginM in Sietra 
Leone and tte restoration of a 
deniociat]caIly*e]ected gov- 
emment in the Afoan 
stare was a sign of mewed 
Aftican resolve to end con- 


flicts and defend democracy. 

“Oiff joy and celebration 
today is all tbe more resound- 
ing when we recall that the 
travesty perpetrated by the 
military in Siena Leone on 
this occasion last year has 
been successfully overturned 
and a just and elected govem- 
ment reinstalled." Mr. 
Mugabe said. 

President Ahmad Tejan 
Kabbah, toppled by the nuli- 
tary on May 25 last year, was 
retiffned to power in March 
following an OAU-backed 
offensive by a Nigerian-led 


force acting in the name of 
the Economic Community of 
West Aftican States. 

Mr. Mugate said that 
despite the ;^Iems beset- 
ting .\frica tiiere was a 
renewed vigour in tbe pursuit 
of common goals, including 
economic cooperation, which 
marked a real renaissance on 
thecontineoL 

This raised prospects for the 
eradication of coi^ct, suffer- 
ing and miseiy and tbe cre- 
ation of peace stability and 
social development. 


Finland offers refuge to Yugo 
war crimes witnesses 


HELSINKI (R) — Fmland said 
Monday it would offa* shelter 
to ivitnesses of war crimes in 
the former Yugoslavia if they 
feared reprisals for testifying 
before the Hague tribunal. 

A foreign ministry official 
said the offer came in respemse 
to a request ftom the 
Inteniadonal Criminal Tribunal 
for former Yugoslavia which 
investigates war arimes com- 
mitted on all sides during tbe 
reoeiu Balkan wars. 


*Tfs a reserve plan under 
which Hnlacd would jxovide 
domicile to witnesses who are 
scared," Erkki Kourula, head of 
tbe ministiy’s iolematiooal law 
depaitmenL told Reuters. 

He said, however, that it 
seemed unlikely tbe ofi^ 
would encouragj: more wit- 
nesses to come forward. 

"It's such a big step for some- 
one to change thdr whole life 
and leave their country," Mr. 
Kbunila sakL *Tt could that 


none of the witnesses will be 
ever brou^C to Holand." 

Over 70 people have been 
indicted by the Hague-based 
tribunal over their role in atroc- 
ities during the Yugoslav civil 
war. 

But the court has had difficul- 
ties convincing witnesses they 
should give evidence. Many 
have cited fear of persecutioD 
on returning to fonner 
Yugoslavia as the reason for 
refi^g to testify. 


hijackers arrested 


HYDERABAD. Pakistan 
(AFP) — Three hijackers 
who seized a plane in 
Pakistan to oppose nuclear 
tests in their native 
Baluchistan province were 
overpowered and arrested 
early Monday after being 
dup^ by the pilot, officials 
said. 

One hijacker and a com- 
mando were shot and 
wounded when the three 
were seized while releas- 
ing women and children 
from the 33 passengers and 
crew on board the Pakistan 
International Airways 
plane at 2:50 a.m. (2150 
GMT Sunday). 

The 'eight-hotft ' drama 
ended at Hyderabad airport 
after the hijackers — who 
bad threatened to blow up 
the plane — were led to 
believe they bad been 
taken to India as they bad 
demanded. 

Tbe hijackers were 
seized in the melee as pas- 
sengers scrambled to get 
out of tbe plane, the offi- 
cial Associated Press of 
I^tkistan (APP) said. 

A senior airline official. 
Kaleera Malik, said an 
army commando was 
injured by a bullet fired by 
one of tbe hijackers. 

Police in Hyderabad said 
one of tbe hijackers, identi- 
fied as Sabir Ali. was 
wounded by a bullet and 
taken to a hospital in tbe 
city. 

They identified the two 
other hijackers only as 
Sbahsawar and Shabbir. 

Tbe wounded comman- 
do. a major of tbe Special 
Services Group (SSG). 
was admitted to a notary 
hospital in Hyderabad. 

Before being overpow- 
ered tbe hijackers, armed 
with pistols and reportedly 
with explosives, got off tbe 
plane for talks with tbe 
authorities. 

APP said tbe hijackers 
were made to believe they 
were in India and the nego- 
tiators posed as Indian offi- 
cials. The hijackers were 
fooled by the pilot into 
landing at Hyderabad. 

The three men told the 
“negotiators" that their 
inqioverished southwest- 
ern Baluchistan province 
in Pakistan needed devel- 
opment funds, not a 
nuclear test in retaliation 
for five detonadoQs by 
India two weeks ago, the 
sources said. 

They left tbe plane for 
talks with the authorities 
more than five hours ^er 
it landed at Hyderabad, 
after being seized on a 
domestic flight from the 
coastal town of Gawadar in 
Baluchistan to Karachi. 

Security ofiftcials said 
that during the negotiations 
the hijackers agreed to 
release women and chil- 
dren from among the 29 
passengers and four crew. 
As the tenified passengers 
scrambled out, the SSG 
commandos pounced - on 
the gunmen and overpow- 
ered the trio. 


Pilot Zuhair Ahmad told 
reporters how he saved his 
pa.ssengers by duping the 
hijackers. 

He said two of them had 
stormed into the cockpit, 
put pistols to his head and 
ordered him and his co- 
pilot to fly to India. 
“Wherever you say." was 
Ahmad's response. “I 
pushed the hijack code and 
just tried to pacify them all 
the time." he told reporters. 

Mr. Ahmed said he land- 
ed the plane at Hyderabad 
and told tbe hijackers: “We 
are in the town of Bhoj in 
India and need fuel to go 
further." 

"These fools continued 
to believe they were in 
India until their airesu" he 
added. “But 1 do not know 
whether they were fools or 
it was due to the prayers of 
my parents that I saved all 
tbe passengers." 

Passengers quoted a pis- 
tol-wielding youth as 
shouting: “We will blow up 
the plane." Another dis- 
play^ a bag which be said 
contained explosives. 

“I started crying, chink- 
ing that we all will die." 
said an emotional Zubaida 
Sbakil, clutching her six- 
month-old girl. “We have 
no enmity with you, we 
have enmity with the 
Pakistani government 
They have money for the 
atom bomb but they do not 
have funds for 
Baluchistan," passengers 
quoted one hijacker as say- 
ing. 

Hundreds of people were 
killed in floods in March 
but no aid had arrived as 
yet another complained. 

Baluchi nationalist 
groups have opposed any 
nuclear explosion by the 
government, in contrast to 
a string of pro-nuclear ral- 
lies by religious and politi- 
cal parties elsewhere in the 
country. 

Hundreds of students 
staged a demonstration last 
week in the Baluchistan 
provincial capital Quetta 
amid speculation Pakistan 
was preparing a tit-for-tat 
response to India. 

Dostan Wadh in Chaghi 
district is rumoured to be a 
possible nuclear test site in 
Baluchistan, a vast desert 
region. 

Prime Minister Nawaz 
Sharif has not ruled out a 
test but said his govern- 
ment would not act in 
haste. 

Tite last hijacking in 
P^stan occurred in 1988 
when an abortive attempt 
was made by an lone eth- 
nic Pashtun to hijack a PTA 
plane to the Afghan capital 
Kabul. 

In 1986 a New* York- 
bound Pan American air- 
lines Boeing 747 with 399 
people on board was 
hijacked by five Arabs 
when it landed at Karachi 
from Bombay. The 16-hour 
drama left 20 people dead 
and more than 100 injured 




when Pakistani comman- 
dos stormed 
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Netanyahu to blame 


UNDER THE leadership of Benyamin 
Netanyahu, Israel is celebrating its 50th 
anniversary in a manner that in many ways 
is provocative to its Arab peace partners. 
The latest manifestation of this is Israel’s 
reckless flouting of international norms by 
holding a military parade through Arab 
Jerusalem. 

Jordan and the Palestinian National 
Authority tried to persuade Israel to halt 
this defiant and spiteful celebration and 
condemned it in the strongest terms but 
without success. U.N. Security Council 
Resolution 250 was applied successfully in 
the past to abort a similar parade in 1968. 
That resolution is still valid and Israel’s 
allies and friends should remind it of this 
legal and political fact But Netanyahu has 
only arrogant contempt for the views of 
even the closet allies of his country. 

Another manifestation of Netanyahu's 
wanton disregard of international law is his 
recent orders to the so-called ^'‘Absentee 
Owners Authority” to start selling 
Palestinian properties left behind in the 
wake of the 1947-48 war, to Israelis. This 
latest seizure of Palestinian lands and hous- 
es comes in utter disregard not only to 
U.N. Resolution 194 but also the Oslo 
accords, which left the determination of the 
entire issue of Palestinian refugees for final 
status negotiations. 

Netanyahu must realise that the rightfiil 
owners of these properties and their chil- 
dren, grandchildren and great grandchil- 
dren will never relinquish their rights to 
them no matter to what extent Netanyahu 
and like-minded Israelis would go to sever 
the Palestinians* linkage to their ancestral 
homes and lands. 

When Netanyahu was elected in 1996, 
Leah Rabin, the widow of the late Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin, termed his 
election as the death warrant to the peace 
process. Labour leader Ehud Barak 
described Netanyahu then as a compulsive 
^iiar” who would not hesitate to lie to all 
sides be they Arabs or Israelis, Americans 
or Europeans. This streak in the character 
of the Israeli leader is beginning to take its 
toll on what is left of the peace process. 

Instead of referring to the string of sui- 
cide bombings in 1996 as the culprit for the 
demise of the Oslo accords, Netanyahu 
would be more correct In describing his 
own election as the event that led to the 
collapse of the entire peace process, exactly 
as Mrs. Rabin predicted two years ago. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A1 Arab A1 Yawm’s Saleh Qallab expressed doubt 
that the U.S. will cany out its threats and withdraw 
from sponsoring the peace process and backing Israel's 
stand. He said the U.S. Congress will prevent the 
Clinton administration from doing so. It is true the U.S. 
administration has suffered insults from Benyamin 
Netanyahu, and it is true the Americans allowed the 
European Union to threaten to bon products made in 
the occupied Arab land but labelled "made in Israel," 
from entering European markets, but the U.S. adminis- 
tration cannot escape the orders of Congress which has 
become an arena for Zionists, said the writer. Again the 
idea of France and Egypt to convene an international 
conference to discuss stalled peace process, accord- 
ing to Qallab. was a sort of pressure on Israel to change 
its present attitude, but that too is not expected to suc- 
ceed as long as Netanyahu is in power. The writer said 
as long as the Congress, which is openly biased towards 
Israel, is dominat^ by Zionist ideas, Netanyahu will 
fear no U.S. or European governments and is expected 
to pursue his present policies in defiance of the world 
community. 


A1 Dustour’s Mohammad Daoud discussed the 
financial constraints of Jordan's state universities, 
which, he said, are unable to pay their dues. He said 
even university professors’ salaries have been delayed 
due to the lack of funds, something which reflects very 
negatively on the teachers and the educational process. 
The writer said, unless the government moves fast to 
address the situation and allocates funds to ensure the 
continued development of the universities’ research 
and teaching activities, these institutions will face real 
trouble. The government continues to extend help to the 
faltering municipal councils and normally comes to the 
aid of public sector firms that have been facing losses. 
Daoud said. Thus, be said, it has the means to deal with 
the financial crisis in the state's higher education sector. 
The writer ui;^ the government to allocate annual 
budgets that would end:)]e universities to deal with their 
crises, otherwise the higher education system will be 
jeopardised. 


How America can head off an arms race in South A 


By Selig S. Harrison 


WASHINGTON — Despite India's five nuclear tests last week, 
there is still a way for the Gimon adminisaadoa to stop New 
Delhi horn embaridng on a cosdy and dangerous nuclear arms 
race with China and Pakistan. 

The sancdtms imposed by Presideni Bill Clinton will tmly 
make India more inaansigent unless foey are aocon^ranied 
realistic diplomatic trade-ofis. 

Indian leaders have made clear that th^ are reaify to end test- 
ing and to cut off stoclqjiling of plutcxiium for nuclear weapons 
if the Clinton administratioa will end sanctions and give India, 
as it has given China, access to U.S. dvilian nuclear technolo- 
gy to help satisfy foe burgeoning energy demands of an explod- 
ing popi^on, now nearing one billioiL 

China conduaed a much-criticised series of six nuclear tests 
from 1994 to 1996 before announcing its leadiiiess to sign foe 
nuclear test ban treaty. Less than two years lata; foe Clintcxi 
administratioi has just reversed a U.S. banon foe sale of U.S. 
civilian nuclear technology to Beijing in reoim for Chimse 
CPmmiuneDts not to export nuclear ^ missile componerds 
and know-how. 

Unlike China. Indians point out India has never e.xp(xted 
nuclear and missile technology de^te multi-bOIion-dollar 
offers fiom Saddam Hussein and Muammar Qadhafi. 

I^oductrve n^otiations with New Delhi are still possible. 

Although India last week drclaied itself a "nuclear weapons 
state," h has not yet decided whefoer to d^loy nuclear we^ns 
in its aimed forces and, if so, how extensively. The purpose of 
testing. Indian leader say. was to demonstrate a capability to 
make sophisticated nuclear we^xms and to deploy them on 
short notice, especially a nuclear warhead for its Agni interme- 
diate-range ballistic missile. 

The de^on to test last week was in laige part a reqx>nse to 
domestic political {xessmes foa are now Seely to subside. Six 
weeks ago. when Pakistan tested a new missile ci^3able of 
reaching deep into Indian tenitory. foe new I^riu nationalik 
government of Prime Minister A^ Bihari Wijpayee felt com- 
pelled to lesporx] strongly. American wamiiigs that testing 
would bring sanctions fanned nationalist sentiment and Indian 
public (pinion has overwhelmingly welcomed foe tests. 

I spent six years in India as a foreign coaespondent and still 
visit frequently. Every pcditically conscious Indian I know 
deeply resents the American attitude that foe United States and 
foe four other nuclear powers are entitled te have nudear 
weapons while India and other aspiring powers are noL This 
feeU^ is a mote important factor drivmg Indian nuclear ambi- 
dons foan fear of Chinese and Pakistani rnilhary strength. 

Since India is one of foe world's oldest and largest cMlisa- 
tions. its people take its great-power status frx* granted and 
expect othos to do foe same. Successive American administiar 
dons have either patronised or ignored India while lecturing it 
about DOD-proliferadon. 

Until two years ago. the United States repeatedly pressed 


India and Pakistan to give up forir optima. But in 

January 199S, then Defence Secre^ V/illiam Peoy 
announced an imp or tant, little-noticed reversal He 
acknowledged foat "foe nuclear cqtabilities of India and 
Pakistan flow from a dyoanuc that we an: unlikely to be able to 
influence in the near (am. Rather than seridng to roll back — 
which we have concluded is unattainable in these two countries 
— we have rtecicted, iietead, to seek to cap foeir nuclear capsr 
biliiies.*' 

Ne^A^rfoeless, Washingto n has failed to give New Delhi and 
Islamabad concrete incentives to cap th& nuclear weapons 
potential a present levels. The technology transfer agreement 
wifo China has nwrie. it urgently necessary for the Clinton 
adminismuioa to explore protisely what In^ would be pre- 
pared to do in return fa to U.S. civilian nuclear tedinol- 
ogy and U.S. cooperation in nuclear safeQ'’. Until an accommo- 
dation is reached wifo Tnrth, no agreement >rifo Pakistan is pos- 


As a tvynning . foe adinnfistratioo should 
g rpccinnfli ^3|TOval ftc cMUan nuclear 
India, now baned by foe Nwlear Noi>proGfeiaipa^^^^ 
letum for three major cmcessions by India. ^ ^ 

• Hist, hifoa would agree to extend foe 

tional in^Kctions, now limited fo one 

Qsa Bonfoay, to an seven of IB cMlian nudear pom 

and to any new power and medicd lesearii 
by U.S. or otter frxdgn coc 5 «nie& Uns would 

dNfrrinn in miiifaiy purposes of fissflc maedal prodnori^^: 
U.S. coopeiadoiL The reseaidi reactors and rqxooesa^^^^. 
ides where India’s militarily applicable nuclea 


What would Gandhi think? 


COMING FROM Mahoma Candhi's India as I do, I wish 
you could see tiirough my eyes foe painful iicHiy in foe 
nuclear bomb’s taking centre stege as the all^!^ pride of the 
Indian peq)le. What a tragic ass^t on Gandhi’s 1^^- 

fianrihi represented the tnnmph of the h uman spirit ova 
physical force and mafprifli things. ^Mfo all myheaitl ai^jeal 
to foe werid powers not to lose sight of his singular'example. 
I ask the Unhed States, and foe in general, to show more 

understanding of the tensions throughout A^To India I 
would point oin fou it was Jawaharlal Nehru, ite first prime 
ministe r after mdependeoc^ who initially piopo^. 'ia 
Comf^beosive Test Bao Tie^. It is hi^ time that IiKha 
added hs signature to that pact. 

The West also must take into account the pressures of liv- 
ing wifo nuclear weapons in a r^on where the foreatof.wac 
constantly simraos. and it must show continiHng patience 
wifo foe mistrust of pocs* countries once ruled ^ outside 
powers. 

The West can have no idea of die fear in which foe subcoiy 
dneot’s people have lived for half- a century. Palawan and 
India are still paying for foe imperial pdky of **dfiide and 
rule" wifo whid l^tain sought to bold tiie subcratinectf by 
playing communal factions against one another. 

1 ur^ the West to make a more sustained effon to bdp Aria 
solve its problems. If sanctions must be imposed, reriiict 
aims sales to foe impoverished region and do everyfoing pos- 
sible to end an aims race that these countries cannot afford. 
Send assistance to foe areas where it is needed.most: educa- 
tion, business, agriculture and medicine. Improro foe lives of 
foe people and you vvill ensure stability. 


clurioo of a pending intsmationri accoid cqjping mefo stib^ 
pies. . . 

• Second, Tiytia would make sane form d b in di ng .de 
commitmoat not to expat nuclear tedmedogy, formrilrifig^ 
peseot policy. This would place India in aoconi wifo a key p^. 
viskm of foe non-prolifecatioo treaty. 

• Ihiid, would have to le^ a o aryromis e foe 

United States on tiie issue of a nuclear test b^ New has ' 

refused to sign foe Conqxebensive Ibst Ban Txe^. insistiDg iti 
be linked wifo a time^le for foe reduction of nudear weapenS- 
by tiie existing nudear powers. But India mi^ agree fo 
foetreaiy,atomatesonteotfaerfamaofinteniatioDalconiink- 
mait na R> test mfoout formally signing h, now foa it 1^ con- 
ducted foe tests it i^aided as e^ential to make its micleir 
option credible. 

Such an agreement would set foe stage for broader n^otia- 
tioK in which foe United States would seek cotmmtmeats 
India and Pakistan to cqi foe fuifoer accumulriioD of weapons- 
grade fisiri te material and to continue refiaming from the 
deployment of nudear wesqxxis. 

India said last week foat it was ready to jdn negotiatiois at 
foe pending global fissile m.infiriai cutoff agreement, wfddi 
would commit si^iatodes to freeze their stodi^les of weapons- 
grade nudear matpriai and kibmit to interoatiaial inflection. 

But Indian and Pakistam co mmitm e n ts na to dqiloy nudear 
wef»ns a to limH- foe level and nature of dfiloyments would 
be unlikely imiess foe United States and Russia moved mu ch 
moe rapidly to reduce foeir own nuclear wefx>ns as foe pre- 
lude to mnhil5BP!rri reductions embracing rihina, Britain and 
Ranoe. 

Residea CSintai should go ahead wifo his projected antumn 
mission to South Asia na only to cany fowaid n^otiations on 
nuclear is^tes but to deznoiso^ a new American interest in a 
long-n^ected part eff foe woid. 
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— Ekneah Easwaran. author of “Gandhi the Man!' 
commenting in the International Herald Tribune. 


The writer. aJbrmerSoutiiAsia bureau dii^ for The Post, is a 
senior sdiolarcftite Vbodrow V/ilson Intemationed Centre for 
Schedars and afoBowcftiie Twentieth Century Fund. Thisarti.- 
cle is r^rinted from the International Herald Tribune. 
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Demise of Suharto is part of a regional trend 




By Alan Dupont 


CANBERRA — The demise of President 
Suharto afrer 32 years in power is an event of 
seminal importance na only fa Indonesia but 
also fa the broader region. He is the latest and 
most promment political casually of a trend 
toward greater deraocratisation that is trans- 
forming the nature of politics in East Aria. 

This transformation has been under way for at 
least a decade, transcending national bound- 
aries and East Asia's diverse political and social 
^ems. It has been characterised by the emer- 
gence of “people power” as a potent new polit- 
ical dynamic in the Philippines, South Korea, 
Thailand and now Indonesia. 

in these states, seemingly well-entrenched 
authoritarian r^Jmes backed by the armed 
forces have crumbled, often with sunxising 
rapidity. Th^ have been replaced wifo gov- 
ernments more in tune wifo foe aspirations of 
oidinaiy people. 

Reversions to authoritarianism canna be 
ruled out. But recent events in Indonesia con- 
fiim that the undeiiying trend in East Aria is 
toward paiticipatoiy government and the 
empowerment foe region's previously quies- 
cent middle classes. This trend cuts across polit- 
ical. religious and ideological divides. I^fo the 
Dot^le exceptions of Burma and North Korea, 
every state in the regioa has become more open 
and democratic than it was 10 or 20 years ago. 


Significantly, foe trend away from old-siyle 
authoritarianism is occurring at a time of lead- 
ership transition in East A^ Since China's 
Jiang Zemin consolidated his power in 1997, 
Thailand. Vietnam, South Korea and Indonesia 
have installed new leaders (and the Hiilippines 
has just elected one). Pblitical change is likely 
to occur in Cambofoa. Malaysia, Taiwan and 
Japan over foe next 18 months. 

The way in which Mr. Suharto was pressured 
to step down will imprint itself on foe collective 
consciousness of a. new generation of Asian 
leaders. The lessons are clear. Unless leaders 
preside over governments foat are politically 
responsive, financially prudent and economi- 
cally competent they will find it increasingly 
diMcult to retain power. 

Another aspect of Mr. Suharto's downfall that 
has ramifications beyond Indonesia is the way 
in which the pob'tical prerogatives and policy 
options of national governments are being cir- 
cumscribed by what Prime Minister Mahathir 
Ben Mohammad of Malaysia has daridy 
lefeiF^ to as "outside infiuences" — global 
financial maikets and institutions like the 
Intemational Monetary Fund (IMF). 

To the consternation of many in the regi on , 
foe I^ has played a central, if unintended, role 
in brin^g foe Suharto era to a close by insist- 
ing foal Indonesia meet stringent economic anH 
financial standards before b^g granrwrf 
to foe $43 billioi IMF rescue package. The 


resultant price rises aggravated foe political cri- 
sis and directly contributed to the demonstra- 
tions and rioting foat precipitated Mr. Suharto's 
resignation. 

Already there are calls for foe IMF to adopt a 
less interventionist role and to take greater 


virulent phase. laismg the prospect of further 
instability and uncertainty. 

fridooesia's domestic oinnoil win strike 
anofoer blow to the pride and confidoioe of foe 
Association of Swfo East Asian Nations 
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account of political realities before tendering (ASEAN). Barely 12 mnnfhc ago ASEAN was 
advice and offering assistance. The Indonesian riding high, buoyed by burgeoiing 




experience is likely to suengfoen the detenni- 
nation of those who want to establish a i^on- 
al aitemative to the IMF that would be less 
intrusive and less dominated by foe United 
States and Western financial interests. 

The capacity of Indonesia's new government 

to get its economy back on track is critical to foe 

economic health of the wider region fa two 
reasons. 

In the eyes of interoatiooal investors, 
Indonesia is emblematic of East Asia's eco- 
nomic malaise. Investa confidence in the 
regioa will na return until Indonesia shows 
clear signs of economic recoveiy. 

There is also concern about the Tnrfrmf gj;m 
exposure of Japanese banks and finanrj al ingjj. 
tutions. Japan is Indonesia’s largest fr)teign 
investa wifo outstanding loans rnt^iing around 
$23 billion. If foe Indonesian economy does not 


growth and the belief that it was on foe verge of 
achieving its aim of a united wd pioqierous 
Southeast Asia. 

Now the group must contemplate the tempo- 
raiy loss of Indonesian iftariw^Hip as its laigost 
and most influential member entera a period of 
introspection and dnny affif* unceftainQ^ 
fodonesia’s problems will diminish ASEAN's 
political and econo mic aufooiiy, and reduce its 
ability to act as a strategic counterweight' to tbo 
tenon’s ascendant power, rhma 

Fa all these reasons, TnHnrwgiarw are not tte 
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Mordechai calls for 


The Palestinians and Israel’s need to import labour 


West Bank withdrawal 
of more than 10 per cent 


By Ray Joreidini 

RECENT STATEMENTS from the 
Israeli foreign ministry indicate a num- 
ber of initiatives are being implement- 
ed which should assist the Palestinians 
under a new policy of guaranteeing 
them access to work in Israel to replace 
foreign labour. Making it clear that 
Israel has an “interest in reducing the 
numbers of foreign workers/’ several 
measures are to be implemented, name- 
ly; allowing 5,000 Palestinian labour- 
ers to remain within Israel overnight; 
allowing permanent access to Israel for 

30.000 Palestinians, regardless of secu- 
rity closures: elimination of quotas on 
the number of truck crossings allowed; 
designation of around 12,000 “mer- 
chants, notables and businessmen who 
may enter Israel under special per- 
mits;" and facilitation of industrial 
parks, particularly at the Kami check- 
point in Gaza and in the West Bank lat 
Erez on the Gaza-Israel border there 
are more than 80 enterprises employing 

3.000 Gazan workers, but more than 
half [those establishments] are owned 
by Israelis). 

Up to the mid-1970s, Israel was a 
major source of employment and 
income for more than a third of the 
Palestinian work force in the West 
Bank and Gaza. After this time the Gulf 
oil-producing states also became an 
important destination for Palestinian 
workers (mainly from the occupied ter- 
ritories and Jordan, but also from 
Lebanon and Syria). Between 1968 and 
1980 remittances from skilled Palestin- 
ian workers in the Gulf states and 
unskilled workers in Israel contributed 
13 per cent of Palestinian GNP. 

Throughout the 1980s, however, 
countries such as Kuwait and Saudi 
Arabia began to curb Palestinian entry 
in favour of workers who were not so 
politically encumbered. Just prior to 
and following the Gulf war in 1991, 
many Palestinians were either expelled 
or evacuated voluntarily. In Kuwait the 
number of Palestinian workers was 
reduced from around 350.000 prior to 
the Gulf crisis to approximately 30,000 
in 1992; they were replaced mainly by . 
people from South and East Asia. 

At the same time. Israel began imple- 
menting a policy of blanket closures 
against Palestinians entering for work. 
Before the intifada (.1987-1990) up to 

180.000 Palestinians from the territo- 
ries found employment in Israel and 
the settlements. The numbers gradually 
declined because of Israeli curfews on 
towns, villages and whole districts and 
also because of strikes by the Palestini- 
ans. Following the Gulf war, only 
about 100,000 were allowed in. There 
was a gradual increase to around 

116.000 in 1992 but this declined again 
following the introduction of new work 
permits. 

Guest workers replace 
Palestinian labour 

The number fell again to 65,000 fol- 
lowing the blanket closure policy of 
the Rabin government in April 1993. 
After the Oslo accords, the figure 
dropped to as low as 37.000 in early 
1996 before increasing to 69.000 in the 
third quarter of that year. Coupled with 
severe limits on employment in 
Lebanon, Syria and Jordan. Palestini- 
ans had become the pariahs of the Mid- 
dle East labour market. 

The closures created a serious short- 
age of manpower in Israel. Guest work- 
ers from Romania and Thailand, sol- 
diers. prisoners nearing the end of their 
sentence and American volunteers were 
used to overcome the shortage of 
labour. A major concern has been to 
avoid the problems of European coun- 
tries which introduced the system of 
guest workers who often did not return 
to their countries of origin and have 
now had three generations of perma- 
nent residency. Workers do not always 
leave when they are no longer wanted. 
Many overstay their visas and disap- 
pear as illegal aliens. Those who go 
back home often return as “tourists" 
and work illegally. 

To prevent this, Israel allowed 
arrangements of indentured, or bonded, 
labour which tie the worker contractu- 
ally to a particular employer. Private 
manpower agencies, particularly for 
construction and agriculture, began to 
recruit workers from countries like 
Kenya, Romania. Thailand and the 
Philippines which ironically undercut 
the price of Palestinian labour. In the 
territories, for example, average wage 
levels are around S3S0-400 per month 
compared with Romania, where wage 
levels average SI 50 per month. 

However, the pay and conditions of 
employment often motivated foreign 
employees to leave the employer to 
whom they were contracted, which ren- 
dered them illegal aliens. In attempts to 
stop this, employers have instituted 
draconian measures such as withhold- 
ing wages, confiscating passports, and 
imposing large fines which, if not paid, 
result in imprisonment. In one 
instance, a contract for Kenyans stipu- 
lated a $3,000 fine if the worker left 
the employer — if not paid, he faces 
imprisonment. If the worker cannot be 
found, his family in Kenya is required 


to pay the rine or serve time in prison, 
under an agreement with the Kenyan 
government. Other reported measures 
include family homes in Romania 
being confiscated. 

Despite these types of penalties, 
many foreign workers have gone 
underground in search of higher wages. 
Estimates of the number of illegal for- 
eign workers in Israel range from 
80,000 to 250,000. With a lack of 
access to social and health services and 
at the mercy of some ruthless employ- 
ers. enclaves of illegal workers, partic- 
ularly from Eastern Europe, have 
resulted in destitution, drunkenness, 
violence and prostitution which is most 
visible in Tel Aviv. 

Contractors who use manpower 
organisations are often also active in 
private security arrangements and can 
use their own security personnel to 
police the airangefflesrs. For example, 
the legal employer is obliged to see the 
worker off at the end of the contract, 
for there is a 5.000 shekel bond which 
is returned on the worker’s exit from 
the country. If the foreign worker 
becomes illegal, the contracting 
employers may lose their bond as well 
as their permit to bring in others. Sim- 
ilarly. an employer who hires illegal 
labour is subject to a fine and banned 
from future permits to import foreign 
labour. 

One of the solutions proposed is to 
increase the number of workers from 
neighbouring Arab countries. This was 
suggested by Dr. Roby Natbanson. 
chairman of the Israeli Institute for 
Economic and Social Research: 
“Though the costs of trying to ensure 
security with such a labour force [are] 
high, these populations would be ’com- 
muting workers,' unlikely to settle in 
Israel and thus less of a long-term bur- 
den on society." 

Palestinian economic 
development in Israel’s interests 

It is often said that the best solution 
to Che Palestinian-Israeli conflict is 
. Palestinian economic development 
(although diaspora Palestinians, partic- 
ularly refugees, are too often forgot- 
ten). The Israeli foreign ministry has 
stated; “It is in Israel's clear political 
and security interest to act for the 
advancement of the Palestinian econo- 
my and the well-being of the Palestin- 
ian population." Past practices which 
have retarded Palestinian economic and 
industrial development need to be 
changed. Current proposals to develop 
industrial zones on the borders between 
Israel and the territories also offer 
potential for Palestinian employment. 
Israeli employers will not have to pay 
Palestinians Israeli minimum wages, 
particularly in labour-intensive indus- 
tries. Joint Israeli, Palestinian and for- 
eign capital ventures are proposed in 
industries such as textiles, furniture 
and food-processing. However, a num- 
ber of textile manufacturers in Israel 
are currently relocating to take advan- 
tage of cheaper labour in Jordan and 
Egypt, which is causing concern for 
both Israelis and Palestinians. Pales- 
tinians (including Israeli Arabs) charge 
Jordan and Egypt with disloyalty for 
unfairly competing with Palestinian 
labour. 

On the one hand, the Israeli govern- 
ment wants to decrease the number of 
both legal and illegal foreign workers 
in Israel. On the other hand, Israeli 
employers still- prefer to employ for- 
eign workers who cost less and are not 
subject to closures. Shlomo Dror, 
spokesman for the Israeli coordinator 
in the territories, stated on February 23 
that “Israeli employers are willing to 
risk fines and everything associated 
with it in order to employ the foreign 
worker instead of the Palestinian work- 
er.” From the Palestinian side in the 
West Bank and Gaza, their immediate 
economic interests are to improve 
access to jobs in Israel and other coun- 
tries. Ghazi Khalili, director of plan- 
ning at the Palestinian Ministry of 
Labour has recently stated: “There is a 
need to export at least twelve per cent 
of the total Palestinian labour force to 
the Israeli markets or to other possible 
outside markets for several more years. 
This is necessary to keep unemploy- 
ment at 18-20 per cent and to reduce 
underemployment to reasonable rates. 
However, exporting labour is only a 
temporary solution, especially since it 
is solely controlled by Israel.” 

The extent to which Israel's new pol- 
icy measures to replace foreign labour 
with Palestinians are actually imple- 
mented, and to which they result in the 
enhancement of Palestinian economic 
well-being, remains to be seen. 

The writer is a sociologist at Monash 
University in Melbourne, Australia. He 
is also vice chairman of the Australian 
Arabic Council. 

— Middle East International 



An Israeli border guard checks the work permits of Palestinian work* 
ers at the Erez Crossing into the Gaza Strip (AFP file photo) 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israel 
will have to mtixfaaw from 
more than 10 per cent o£ the 
West Bank in the next long- 
overdue pullback from the ter- 
dtoiy, Israeli Defence Minister 
\ltzhak Mordechai said Mon- 
day. 

‘The percentage of the West 
Bank from wfaidi Israel with- 
draws will have to be a two- 
figure number,” Mr. 
Mofdechai told a visidng dele- 
gation of Trench MPs, defence 
ministry ofiSdals said. 

Mn Mordeebai stressed the 
withdrawal would be depen- 
dent on Tnqileineatation by 
the Palesfixuans of die cranmit- 
menis they have ^ven coo- 
ceming security.” 

Washington has been press- 
ing the laaeli govenunent to 
agree to withdraw from 13.1 
per cent more of the West 
Ranlc in the next pullout, but it 


has so &rrgected die U.S. pro- 
posal as a direat to Ist^l’s 
security. 

National Infrastructure Min- 
ister Ariel Sharon, the leading 
hawk in the govenunent. has 
made clear he will not accept a 
withdrawal of more diao nine 
percent. 

It was die second rime in as 
many days that Mr. 
Motdecfasd, considered the 
leaefing moderate in the gov- 
ernment, has called for com- 
promise on the delayed troop 
w ithdr awals which have 
beccMDC the key sticking point 
in anemixs to revive negotia- 
tic»s widi the Palestinians. 

Tf we do not quiddy reach 
an agreement (on reviving 
negotiations) there will be 
bloodshed,” Mr. Mordechai 
was quoted as celling die week- 
ly carnet meeting Sunday. 


Netanyahu survives no-confidence 
vote over peace process comments 


Two Palestinians 
injured in clash between 
soldiers, students 


•EEL AVIV (AFP) — The 
Israeli opposition Monday 
failed in its bid to have a 
no-confidence vote against 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu adopted over 
the premier’s claim last 
week that the Middle East 
peace process “collapsed” 
before be came to power. 

The motion received 42 
votes in favour with just 
one against and two absten- 
tions. Under Israeli rules, a 
no-confidence has to secure 
the backing of 61 MKs in 
the 120-member Knesset or 
parliament to be carried. 

MKs of Mr. Netanyahu’s 


governing coalition boy- 
cotted the vote in protest at 
its being held while the 
prime minister is abroad on 
an official visit to China. 

Mr. Netanyahu's com- 
ment to foreign diplomats 
Friday that it was unfair to 
blame his government for 
the 14-month-old crisis in 
the peace process because 
“the tnitfa is peace col- 
lapsed two years ago" 
raised howls of anger from 
the opposition. Sun^y, Mr. 
Netanyahu insisted he had 
been misunderstood and the 
peace process was soil 
alive. 


“The prime nunister is 
strangling peace and 
putting Israel's security in 
danger," opposition leader 
Ehud Barak said. 

Fonner prime minister 
Shimon Peres, an architect 
of the Oslo accords who 
was defeated by Mr. 
Netanyahu in May 1996 
elections, added: “llie time 
has come for Netanyahu to 
stop blaming the previous 
government for all his fail- 
ures and start doing some- 
thing for peace.” 


TEQOA (AFP) — Two 
Palestinians were injured 
here Monday when 
stone-throwing youths 
clashed with Israeli sol- 
diers. who responded 
with rubber-coat^ bul- 
lets, witnesses said. Sev- 
eral dozen youths threw 
stones at soldiers posted 
outside their high school 
in the village of Taqoa 
outside the West Bank 
town of Bethlehem, and 
the soldiers fired back 


with rubber-coated bul- 
lets, the witnesses said. 
Two of the students were 
lightly injured, they said. 
The students complained 
that the soldiers had been 
harassing students over 
the past week by search- 
ing them as they entered 
the school, which has 
been a frequent site of 
frictions between youths 
and soldiers. 


Arafat to snub Gingrich over his support for Jerusalem occupation 


(Continued from page 1) 

warning that a scheduled visit 
by the U.S. House leader to the 
site set aside for the future U.S. 
embassy in Jemsalem could 
spark violent protests by the 
Palestinians. 

Mr. Gingrich cancelled the 
embassy site visit after a 
request by U.S. President BtO 
ClintWL although he drove by 
the site Monday during a tour 
with Jerusalem Mayor Ebud 
Olmert which also took him by 
Jabol Abu Ghneim in Arab east 
Jerusalem. 

Mr. Gingridi ^ronsored leg- 
islatitn demanding the U.S. 
embassy be moved from Tel 
Aviv to the Jerusalem site by 
1999, a move which Palestini- 
ans condemn as tacit recogni- 
tion of Israel's 1967 occupa- 
titn and illegal amiexation of 
Arab east Jerusalem. 

Mr. EtekaL who said he held 
“Cooslrucave talks" Monday 
Ml the peace process with U.S. 
Senator Jos^ Uebennan, a 
Democratic member of the vis- 
iting congressional del^ation, 
insisted his statement was “a 
warning not a tineaL" 

Mr. Gingrich, a conservative 
Republican, has been an out- 
spoken backer of Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin Netanyahu 
and has vehemently protested 


pressure 1^ Mr. Clinton on 
Israel to accept U.S. pit^xisals 
to break the deadlock ih tbCr 
peace process. 

Mr. Gingricb has repeatedly 
siqiported Mr. Netanyahu’s 
stance that Israel alone must 
determine the scope of a 
Bank btx^ withdrawal with- 
out interierence from Washing- 
ton. 

Meanwhile, Saudi Arabia 
has expressed its support to a 
call by Mr. Arafat for holdiiig 
an Ai^ summi t OD the stalled 
Middle East peace process, 
officials said. 

Ml Arafat tdd Saudi King 
Fahd during thdr meeting that 
he will formally propose faokl- 
ing the summit during a con- 
ference of Arab foreign minis- 
ters In Cairo on 'Diesd^. 

Scqxical about U.S. media- 
tion efforts in the Middle East, 
the Palestinians are woikiag to 
convene an Arab summit that 
would declare that relations 
with Israel are being frozen. 

Such an announcement 
would be a nuyor blow to 
Israel which at the hei^ of 
Mideast peace-malting had 
emerged from its regional iso- 
jatioo and established new ties 
witii several Arab countries. 

Jordan, Egypt, Syria, the 
United Arab Emiraies and 
Qatar have already agreed to 


attend, said Mr ErekaL 

Tbe summit is to be^con- 
vened shortly after -flie UJS. 
peace initiative has played 
iisdf out. be continued. Tbe 
summit would {rick up where a 
similar conference left off two 
years ago — with a warning 
that tbe Arab Wxld would sus- 
pend noomalisation unless 
Israel carried out its obligations 
in previous peace accords. 

“This [uKpmlng] summit 
would be asked... to inqrlemeot 
the dedsioa made at the Arab 
summit in June 1996." Mr. 
Erekat said Mond^. 

Ml Arafat had sou^t for 
several months to convene an 
Arab summit, but found sever- 
al key Arab countries unwill- 
ing to attend as long as the 
United States was trying to 
mediate between Israel and tbe 
Palestinians. Once U.S. Secre- 
tary of State Madeleine 
Albright announces tiiat her 
efforts have failed, Mr. Arafat 
would likely meet with less 
resistance to convene a sum- 
mit 

Ms. Albright has told tbe 
Palestinians that she would 
give Israel anotiier week at the 
most to accept a U.S. proposal 
for an Israeli iioop pullback 
from 13 per cent of the West 
Bank, said a Palestinian offi- 
cial wbo spoke on emdition of 


anonymity. 

'Israel. has igected the pro- 
citing secuiipr coix:enis. 

If Israed does not budge over 
the next week. MS- Albri^ is 
expected to announce the faO- 
ure of the U.S. initiative and 
explain the reasems. Israel 
wi^d bear die brunt of tbe 
Name since tire Palestimans 
have accepted tbe U.S. plan. 

Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu met into 
the early hours of Monday 
witii key minister K) formulate 
an Israeli response to tbe 
American prop^ before his 
departure for a five-d^ trip to 
China- However, tbe ministers 
failed to reach an agreemenL 
Israeli Infiastxucture Minister 
Ariel Sharon repcxtedly said 
Israel could not hand over 
more than nine per cent while 
Israeli Defence hfinister 
Yitzhak Mordechai warned of 
possible Palestinian riots if the 
15-fnoncfa deadlock was not 
broken soon, newspapers 
reported. 

Israeli Cabinet Secretary 
Danny Navdi admowledged 
differences of opinion among 
the ministers, but added: 
Tliere is one tiling tiiat was 
accqxed by all tbe mudsteis... 
and that is tint what is on tiie 
table cannot be reconciled with 
the security needs of Israel." 


In an interview witii Israel 
army radio, Mr. Naveb denied 
that the Israeli government was 
considering a new U.S. pro- 
posal that Israel withdraw frewn 
IS per cent now and dien frxgo 
an additiaaal troop pullback to 
wbidi it had committed itself 
last year. 

In a related development, 
Mr. Sharon, a former defence 
minister, was to take tiie U.S. 
cotjgresrional delegation head- 
ed by Mr. Gingrich on a heli- 
copter tour of the West Bank 
later Monday to iDustrate his 
security arguments. 

Earlier, Saudi Arabia 
attempted to Ning tbe Pales- 
tinians closer to Kuwait — 
with litde success — when 
King Fahd met with Mr. Arafat 
and a Kuwaiti delation 
simultaneously. 

Kuwait fell out witii tbe 
Palestinians after they support- 
ed Iraq’s 1990 invasion of 
Kuwait 

Ihe Kuwaitis refused to 
shake hands with Mt Arafat os 
the other Palestinian officials 
and walked away after greeting 
King Fahd. 

Ml Arafat later met with 
Saudi Crown Prince Abdullah 
and Foreign Minister Saud A1 
Faisal. 


Suspects in Shmeisani, Rabia slayings arrested 


Weizman calls on Netanyahu 
to accept troop withdrawal 


(Continued from page 1) 

‘Tlie government must 
very quicldy decide about the 
wititdrawal 
because a continuatim of tiie 
current stalemate could spaik 
an explosion,” Mr. Weizman 
said. 

During six memths of inten- 
sive negotiations, Mr. 
Netanyahu and the Ameri- 
cans l^ve discussed a range 
of pullback formulas involv- 
ing nine, 11, 13 and 15 per 
cent of the West Bank but an 
agreement has been elusive. 
Tbe Palestinians have accept- 
ed the U.S. compromise. 

Mr. Wdzman diided Mr. 
Netanyahu and Arab leaders 
for letiing the peace process 
ground to a halt over a frac- 
tion of the Bank. 

‘1 sincerely believe drat 
^ypc. Jotdaa and die Pales- 
tinians have got so far [along 
the path to peace] that it 
would be a fundamental stu- 
{udhy K> blow up tbe whole 
situation mdi all this 15, 13 
or 1 1 plus per cent,” be said. 

“The trouble is diat both 


sides have lost their faith in 
other. Arafat doesn't 
believe us and we don't 
believe Arafat,” he said 

“We have to find a way to 
sit down with Arafat and find 
a solution because if we don't 
find a solution, something 
will blow up,” be said. 

Mr. Weianan also sought 
to undercut Mr. Netanyahu’s 
main jusrific^on fex takmg a 
hard-line in tbe negotiations 
— that Israel cannot yield too 
much land becaiiW Mr. 
Aiafot has foiled to crack 
down on activists opei^ing 
from zones already under his 
control. 

“These past 18 months we 
have enjoyed relative calm 
on tbe terrorism front.’' be 
said 

“Yasser Aiafot is fighting 
temxism. more thw I 
thought, but there are cEGfer- 
ing opinions in Israel on 
this,” he smd adifrng that 
Israel had also failed to elim- 
inate terrorism in the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip when h 
was in full control of the ter- 
ritories. 


(Continued from page 1) 

Mnhamm aH Jaghabeen suneo- 
deied to die police at 1:30 pjD., 
eyewitnesses said 

Police sources identified tbe 
remaining suspects arrested in 
the past few days, as Salrir 
Jamal Abu Mariduyeh, Attal- 
)ah Abdul Aziz Abu Harb, Sul- 
tan Kayed Abu Mariduyeh, 
Mobammad All A1 Mounafe 
and Mohammad Yousif A1 AIl. 

Eyewitnesses said that tens 
of policemen surrounded the 
house where tbe two took shel- 
ter. 

Ahmad Saleh Mahannah, 
who resides near the house, 
told die Jordan Tiroes that 
Jamal “was killed at 5:30 in the 
morning during the sho(X-out 
with police. One bullet fast his ' 
head” 

Mr. Mahannah said ihai 
pNke fcacK threw tear gas 
and sound bcxnbs at tbe cou- 
ple, who were anned with 
madiine guns and pistols. 

He added that Commander 
of the Special Forces Ponce 
Abdullah arrived at tbe scene 
witii a special forces unit at 
U :30 am. and drew the plan to 
storm tbe hideout and anest tiie 


suspects. 

Ml Mahannah, whOSC wio- 
dow was shaiiered by a bullet 
during the sbooKwt, said that 
the suspects blew up a gas 
cylinder inside dieir hideout, 
next to a waO adjacent to 
where their green Mercedes 
was parked “which ^uead the 
fire to tbe car and sev^ly 
damaged iL” 

“1 wtdee iq) at 4:30 in (be 

mnning and found that the 
nei^ibouifaood was totally sur- 
rounded by tens of police- 
men,” Mr. Mahamidi said 

“The pNice fold us to stay at 
borne and to avc^ leaving the 
hcxise. Hie shooting continued 
fix’ several hours until the sec- 
ond suspect decided to surren- 
der,” he added 

“We saw the second suspect 
leaving the building bleeding. 
He have injured 
during tiie shoot-out,” Ml 
M abanneb said Hie added tiiat 
three policemea were also 
injured 

However acccxding to a 
pNice statement, <»ily one 
policeman was ugured during 
the shoot-out, and he was in a 
staUe condition. 

Tbe injured were ariniin<»H ^ 


tiie King Hussein Medical 
Centre for trea&neoL 
‘The two suspects are 
unknown to die peo(^ in our 
neighbourhood have 

never before visited bouse 

where tb^ took refuge," tbe 
wiiness added 
Mohammad Ali Aip, who 
also lives in the nd^bouihood 
where tbe shoeing took place, 
said tiiat an Amwican woman 
and her two children wbo lived 
at tbe house where die suspects 

took refuge, were escorted 
away by tbe police in tbe eariy 
hours of the morning. 

Mr. Aqil said that the Ameri- 
can woman, w4iom he did not 
name, was the wife of K^d 
Abu Sultan who twhipH rt y- 

bouse from Mr. Mahannah. 

It was not dear vriieiher Mn 
Abu Sultan is at all coonected 
to the gang. Ibe ndgjfoour tdd 

tbe Joidan Tunes (bat he, along 
with Us family, has been living 
at the house for the past ten 

years. Ibey added that he was 

a truck driver on the route 

between Jordan and Saudi Ara- 
bia. 




Economy 


Weak oil prices 
set to put brakes 
on Saudi growth 


ABU DHABI (AFPJ — 
Saudi Arabia's economic 
growth will slow down in 
1998 because of weak oil 
prices after bounding 
ahead over the previous 
two years, an official 
report and economists 
have said. 

Gross domestic product 
(GDP) of the world's oil 
powerhouse surged by 
nearly 7.1 per cent in 
1997 and 8.7 per cent in 
1996 because of high oil 
prices and an upturn in 
the private sector, the 
Arab Monetary Fund 
( AMFj said in a quarterly 
report on Arab 
economies and stock 
markets. 

^Saudi GDP is project- 
ed to record a real growth 
of five per cent in current 
prices this year." the Abu 
Dhabi-based AMF said. 

Inflation is also expect- 
ed to remain at below one 
per cent this year com- 

S ared with a decline of 
.5 per cent in 1997, the 
report showed. 

Riyadh had projected a 
high level of spending 
for 1998 based on a boost 
in crude production and 
its predictions the oil 
market would extend its 
strong performance of 
the previous two years. 

But economic analysts 
doubted the government 
would DOW stick to the 
planned expenditure as 
this could sharply widen 
the budget deficit. 

"Oil prices are still 
more than $5 below their 
1997 level and more out- 
put cuts are on the 
cards," Saudi economist 
Ihsan Abu Huleika said. 

‘•Growth will be 
sharply lower than in the 
previous two years but it 
will remain positive 
because of an expansion 
in the non-oil sectors. 
The rate of growth will 
depend on how much the 
government spends," he 
added. 

Saudi Arabia, which 
controls more than a 
quarter of the global 
recoverable crude 

resources, projected 
expenditure at 196 bil- 
lion Saudi riyals ($52.2 
billion) this year and rev- 
enue of 178 billion riyals 
($48.5 billion), assuming 
oil prices at around $16. 

But the price of Saudi 
Arabian crudes has 
remained below $14 this 
year compared with 
$18.5 and $17.5 in 1997 


and 1996. 

The kingdom had also 
banked on an increase of 
760.000 barrels per day 
(bpd) in its oil production 
under an OPEC quota 
agreement. 

But it was forced to 
lower output by more 
than 300.000 bpd in line 
with the March accord 
between OPEC and inde- 
pendent producers to 
trim overall output to Ufi 
prices. 

Oil analysts said 
Riyadh could make fur- 
ther cuts along with other 
major producers in the 
Gulf if crude prices do 
not improve through the 
year. 

“There is no doubt the 
Saudi oil sector will 
sharply decline this year 
but this will be offset by 
growth in other sectors, 
mainly the light indus- 
tries, construction, trade 
and services," one ana- 
lyst said. 

"Although the oil sec- 
tor is still playing a key 
role in the country's 
income, its contribution 
to the GDP has sharply 
receded ... Official fig- 
ures showed the oil’s 
share to the GDP was 
below 35 per cent last 
year," he added. 

The AMF, the Arab 
League's main financial 
and economic organisa- 
tion, said 1997 was one 
of the best years for the 
Saudi economy, with oil 
and non-oU exports 
growing by around 4.4 
per cent to $59.5 billion. 

Despite an increase of 
around 1.4 per cent in 
imports, the trade surplus 
grew by nearly 7.8 per 
cent to S33.8 billioD. 

The current account, 
which covers cash trans- 
fers and trade of goods 
and services, also record- 
ed a surplus Of $232 mil- 
lion for the second year 
running following l^e 
gaps in the previous 
years. 

International reserves I 
rose by 12 per cent to 
$6.6 billion at the end of 
Feburary over the end of 
1997, but were far below 
the record $25 billion 
during the oil boom of 
early 1980s, when crude 
prices were as hi^ as 
$30 and Riyadh's oil out- 
put peaked at 12 million 
bpd. 


Egypt moves cautiously on privatising 
banks and insurance firms 


CAIRO (AFP) — Egypt is 
moving cautiously in pri- 
vatising state'Owned banks 
and insurance firms amid 
fears that a rapid liberalisa- 
tion might trigger financial 
turmoil here like that in 
South East Asia. 

After a heated debate ear- 
lier this month, the parlia- 
menta^ economi& aff^ 
committee approved a bill 
to privatise the counuy's 
four national banks and 
allow unlimi ted foreign or 
domestic ownership of their 
capital. 

On Sunday, the commit- 
tee approved a similar bill 
paving the way for the pri- 
vatisation of three national 
insurance firms and a rein- 
surance company. 

The two bills must be for- 
mally ^ipioved by parlia- 
ment aftCT debates \^ch 
open on June S. 

Egypt pledged to priva- 
tise at least one bank and 
one insurance firm by the 
end of 1997 under an agree- 
ment signed wi± the Inter- 
national Monetary Fund 
(IMF) in 1996. 

But officials at the Egypt- 


ian economy ministty said 
the first bank privatisation 
would not take place before 
1999 while members of 
parliament and experts 
expressed deep reserva- 
tions. 

Opponents of a total pri- 
vatisation approach are 
against allowing forei^ers 
full control of the capital of 
banks and insurance firms 
because these institutions 
represent the key source of 
national finance. 

The four public sector 
banks set to be privatised, 
together control 70 per cent 
of commercial bank assets, 
60 per cent of deposits and 
68 per cent of loans. 

The insurance companies 
control nearly 80 per cent 
of the mar^i and tiieir 
investments reached 10 bil- 
lion Egyptian pounds (near- 
ly $3bUlion) in 1997, 
according to Economy 
Minister Youssef Boutros- 
Ghali. 

“The government must 
retain control of 5 1 per cent 
of the capital of banks and 
insurance firms," said 

Mustafa A1 Saeed, a former 


ecoiu}my minister and key 
opponent of the privatisa- 
tion project 

Mr. Saeed, an MP from 
Egypt's ruling National 
Democratic Pary (NDP). 
warned that too much for- 
eign control of a bank's 
capital o)uld pave the way 
for a financia] crisis in 
Egypt Hire the turmoil 
which hit Asia. 

“I am in farour of maricet 
economy, but in Egypt the 
state must have the key 
role, mainly in tiie banking 
sector because the interests 
of multii^doDals are not 
necessarily identical to 
ours," Ml Saeed told AFP. 

But tbe current economy 
minister disagreed witii 
him. 

“The central bank has the 
necessary powers to control 
&e bani^g system" and 
must, according to tiie law, 
give ^^mval for any 
sale involving more than 10 
per cent of a bank's cq>ital 
to an anchor investor, Mr. 
Boutros-Qiali said. 

And in a bid to calm tbe 
fears of oppon^ts of the 
banking privatisation. Mr. 


U.S., Canada and Mexico to 
scrap duties on $1 billion in trade 


PARIS (AFP) — Senior 
trade officials from the 
United States, Mexico 
and Canada have agreed 
to scrap customs duties 
00 a list of products 
which trade for about $1 
billion annually. 

The duties will be 
removed by Aug. 1, 
Richard Fisher, the assis- 
tant U.S. trade represen- 
tative, said after the 
meeting of the North 
American Free Trade 
Agreement (NAFTA) 
bloc. 

Products affected by 
the measure are cotton, 
wool and other textiles 
as well as chemical 
products, pharmaceuti- 
cals, herbicides and 
steel. 

The meeting followed 
the annual ministerial 
conference of the Organ- 
isation for Cooperation 
and Development in 
Europe here, during 
whico ministers from 29 
countries reaffirmed 
their commitment to 
open markets. 

NAFTA was estab- 
lished in 1994 and 
groups Canada, Mexico 
and the United States in 
a market of some 400 
million consumers. 

The NAFTA members 
had originally intended 


to scrap the tariffs within 
a decade, but the Aug. I 
date means that they will 
be abandoned just over 
four years after the set- 
ting up of the grouping. 

“We have decided to 
eliminate tariffs faster on 
this package," Mexican 
Trade Minister Herminio 
Blanco told a press con- 
ference. 

He said that the organi- 
sation would also review 
its various working 
groups and committees 
to decide whether to 
abandon some of them, 
and whether new groups 
were needed for other 
sectors. 

The aim is "to see what 
we can do better and 
how we can improve on 
the process," Mr. Fisher 
said. 

The NAFTA trade rep- 
resentatives stressed the 
benefits of the free trade 
grouping in a statement 
issued after their meet- 
ing, a message addressed 
to public ^opinion at 
home, notably in the 
United States. 

U.S. opponents of the 
agreement argue that 
NAFTA has cost tens of 
thousands of U,S. jobs 
which have been trans- 
ferred to the cheaper 
labour market in Mexi- 


co. 

“Since NAFTA's entry 
into force, trade in North 
America has grown near- 
ly 65 per cent," the state- 
ment said. 

“In 1993 trilateral trade 
between Mexico, Cana- 
da and the Unit^ States 
was less than $300 bil- 
lion. In 1997, trade 
between the NAITA par- 
ties reached almost $500 
billion."' 

Mr. Fisher, meanwhile 
stressed tbe advantages 
to the United States. 

"From the U.S. stand- 
point, NAFTA has been 
beneficial," he said. 
“The naysayers didn't 
account properly for the 
number of job cre- 
ations." 

The NAFTA meeting 
agreed to hold regular 
twice-yeariy meetings at 
vice-minis^a) level to 
evaluate the group's fiee 
trade work programme, 
and that Canada will 
hold the next ministerial 
meeting eariy next year, 
tile fifih anniversary of 
NAFTA. 

A vice-ministerial 
meeting will be held in 
the latter part of this 
year, also hosted by 
Canada. 


Boutros-Ghali stressed that 
the government would 
move “gradually" in selling 
banks. 

Egypt, which launched its 
ambitious privatisation 
drive in 1990, would sell its 
shares in public sector 
V\ftnV<t and insurance firms 
“progressively," Mr. 
Boutros-Ghali said. 

Mr. Sae^ echoing sever- 
al MPs who have fought the 
bill in parliament, warned 
that “regulatory laws exist- 
ed in Asia but this did not 
prevent the crisis from hap- 
pening" 

An expert at the state-run 
National Bank of Egypt 
also voiced concern: “The 
state will lose its Irey finan- 
cial tool through a total (hi- 
vatisation of banks." said 
the expert who asked not to 
be named. 

In order to aUay the fears 
of opponents of privatisa- 
tion, tbe c hairman of 
Egypt's federation of 
ban^, Mahmoud Abdul 
Aziz, proposed privatising 
“by increasing tbe banks' 
capital not through selling." 

Kuwait reports 
payment surplus 
for second year 

KUWAIT CITY (AFP)— 
Kuwait has repoited a laige sur- 
plus in its 19^ balance of pay- 
ments the second year run- 
ning, mainly because a surge 
in oil prices and investments 
and lower capital outflow. 

The surplus stood at 2. II tSr 
lion Kuwaiti dinars ($6.9 tril- 
lion) in 1997 compared with 
around two trillion dinars ($6.6 
billion) in 1996, the cennal 
bank said in hs annual report 
published in local new^p^xn. 

Returns from the emnaie's 
overseas investments soared by 
22.8 per cent to 1.9 billion 
dinars ($62 bQlion ) while cap- 
ital outflow dropped by 122 
per cent to 2.06 billion dinais 
($6.8 billion). 

Kuwait's balance of pay- 
ments. which covers trade of 
goods and services, official and 
private transfers, and ether cash 
flows, suflered large deficits in 
previous years because of low 
ofl prices and economic dam- 
age caused by tbe 1990 Iraqp 
invasioa 

Ofl prices were as Ugh as 
$202 in 1996 and around $19 
in 1 997 compaied with S 1 6.8 in 
1995 and $15,5 in 1994. 

Tbe economic and fiscal situ- 
ation of tbe emirate and other 
Gulf ml peotUeexs is expected 
to see one of its worst years in 
1998 as crude prices have 
remained more than $5 below 
ibesr 1996-1997 level. 
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HOROSCOPE 


FORECAST FOR TUESDAY, MAY 26, 


By Undo C Black, Tribune Media Services, Big 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) You've ^ even more 
enthusiasm for new subjects you're learning. Hiere are 
probably several of tiiem, and more popping up aH die 
time. Don’t get so involved tiiat you fi^et about your 
date tonighL That person will not be amused if you ^ 
to show up. ' • ^ . 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) If there’s somedring. 
expensive you just can't live without, figure out how to 
bring more money in, so you can buy it. There are sev- 
eral options. Give it some thought, then talk to your 
boss or another older person about iL He or she may 
have some ideas you haven't considered ycL 
GEMINI: (May 21 to June 2i) Just about everything' 
you begin now will turn out weU, especially if it 
involves education, travel, romance or even publishing. 
If you've been meaning to write a novel, this is an 
excellent time to start. If you've already got one writ- 
ten, send it off to the publishers. 

CANCER: (June 22 to July 21) Somebody's watchi^ 
your every move, and making helpful comments. A lit- 
tle of this goes a long way widi you, but you're too 
polite to say anything. Well, you can make it clear 
you'll need peace and quiet if you're going to get any 
work done. Tliat's the truth, too. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21 ) If you're leading a group, 
you'll really have m exert yourself to Ireep them on 
schedule. People will be taking off in all directions. 
That could certainly be a waste of time and talent It's 
up to you to make sure they know what tiiey’re sup- 
posed to do, and actually do it 
VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) You're learning 
something important by doing something you'd rather 
avoid. The go^ news is that after you get used to what- 
ever this is, it'll be easy. Courage involves taking some- 
thing on even when you don't want to do it and today 
you may have to be courageous. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) Travel, educa- , 
tioo and conversation about philosophy are highly i 
favoured. If you can't get away for the day, at least get , 
out this evening. How about setting up a date with an 
interesting person or two? Pick people who can teach 
you sometbiog. 

SCORPIO: ((October 23 to November 21) A big deal is 
about to come down. Listen carefully and ask just a few 
leading questions. That's one of the ways you negotiate 
so successfully. You know what the c^ers know, but 
tiiey don't know what you know, because you don't tell 
them. Remember that 

SAGnTARlUS: (November 22 to December 21). 
Somebody's competing with you, or hassling you in 
some way. Listen to the other person's argumeoL You 
might suddenly see everything from bis or her point of 
view. You don't necessarily lose the aigumeot, by the 
way. Sometimes this is how you win h. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20> It looks: 
like a hectic work day. There's paperwork to be done, 
and that's one of your least favourite tasks. If you’re 
into manufacturing, be careful. The chance of making 
mistakes are high, when things are rushing along like 
this. 

AQUARIUS; (January 21 to February 19) You've got 
lots of friends, but you don't usually let many people 
get too close. WeU. if it's ever gcung to hai^n, it's 
probably going to happen now. A person who can spin 
a good tale is most likely to get entbraUed. Today, that 
is definitely a possibility. 

PISCES: February 20 to March 20) You’U need aU tiie 
help you can get to malm it through this day without 
having an attack of nervous tension. It's epidemic, ff 
you have a plan and stick to it, your chances of success 
are much higher. Your chances of sleeping peaceftiUy 
tonight improve, too, 

Birthstooe of May: Emerald — CitriDe 
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Business & Finance 



Beat 


A review of news from the Arabic Press 


Jordan Rockwool Industries, Company 
turns out a slight profit after ’96 loss 


** THE JORDAN Rockwool Industries 
Company generated JD41 1,600 gross profit 
last year but ibe amount was barely enough 
to lift tbe ftrm out of the red. The company, 
which posted JDl.48 million in sales in 1997 
(JD1.13 million in 1996), recorded a 
JDS, 140 net proftt compared to a JDl 1 3,300 
loss registered in 1996. 

Board Chairman Ibrahim Abu Hijleb told 
the general assembly the company had to 
face many difficulties and obstacles during 
last year as a result of the economic reces- 
sion which affected various activides in 
Jordan and the region. He indicated that 
despite striving to market the firm's products 
to tradidonal markets and new markets, the 
company was not able to achieve the hoped 
for results. 

Mr. Abu Hijleb said the JRIC management 
has decided to tenqK>rarily freeze the devel- 
opment of the plant, which was started at the 


end of 1993, until the completion of setting 
up a rockwool factory in Egypt. The project 
in Egypt is expected to become operational 
during tbe sec^ half of 1999. 

The chairman explmned that by establish- 
ing a partnership in E^u the iftlC aims at 
maintaining the most important export mar- 
ket and increasing be company's ^are of tbe 
rockwool product in tbe Egyptian market 
“Increasing the sales in Egypt will reflect 
positively on the results of the company,'' 
Mr. Abu Hijleh emphasised. “After starting 
tbe operations (in Egypt), work will begin on 
the necessary expansion of the company's 
plants." 

According to the annual report, the com- 
pany produced/sold a total of 2,417 tonnes 
of rockwool. The balance sheet at the end of 
last year totalled JD3.S4 million and the 
shar^olders* equi^ was close to JD3.4 mil- 
lion (A1 Aswaq). 


Vehicles tops list of Jordan’s imports 


** IRAQ TOPPED a list of 12 Arab coun- 
tries in trade with Jradan in 1997, with its 
imports valued at $2(X) million and exports at 
$512 million. According to a study, Iraq 
moved up the list, pushing Saudi Arabia 
from first to second. Trade with Saudi Arabia 
amounted to $345 milliOD, it said. The study 
did not say what commodities were traded 
with Iraq. But it is known that Jordan exports 
food and medicine to Baghdad in return for 
oil — a deal approved by tbe United Nations 
and exempt from sanctions imposed oa Iraq 


in 1990. Among non-Arab countries, India 
was the largest recipient of Jordanian prod- 
ucts — at S137 million in 1997. the study 
said. Of non-Arab countries, Germany 
exported the most — S410 million in 1997. 
The United States was second at S3S7 mil- 
lion. The study said total Jordanian exports 
in 1997 nudg^ up by 2J per cent to Si. 5 
billion, while imports declhied by 4.6 per 
cent to $4.1 billion. Phosphate tanked first 
among Jordanian exports, while vehicles 
were the largest imported items. 
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Millennium bug 
to slow world growth 
— ING Barings 


AMSTERDAM (R) — The 
millenniuni bug is expected 
to put a brake oo the global 
economy, with stock markets 
feeling the shock from 1999 
onwards, researchers at 
Dutch financial group ING 
Barings has said. 

“We want to be sure that 
everybody gets convinced of 
(his maner. without causing 
any panic," ING Barings 
chief strategist Philip Means 
told a news conference. 

He said the problems 
caused by the inabilin^ of 
many computers to cope with 
21st century dates were like- 
ly to reduce worldwide 
exports and growth by two 
per cent in 2000. 

“Worldwide trade will fall 
(due to the miUennium bug) 
and so will Dutch exports,*' 
he said. 

ING is advising its 
investors to start overwei^ 
ing bonds in their investment 
portfolios and underweighing 
stocks from 1999 in view of 
the millennium bug. 

Early in 2000, when infla- 
tion is expected to start accel- 
erating. investors should 
reduce the proportion of 
bonds in favour of stocks. 

E\*ea though some coun- 
tries like tbe Netherlands 
were relatively well pre- 
pared, companies were lilrely 
to be hit by problems in oilrer 
countries. 

“There are a number of 
countries where there's very 
little money available...or 
where the govemmenf is 
hardly interested in (solving) 
the problem," Mr. Meoco 
said. 

Mr. Meoco said a drop in 
worldwide industrial ouqmt 
seemed unavoidable. ING 
Barings foresees some (»ob- 
Jems in the banking sector. 

“Most banks will be mU- 
lennium-proof, except for 
some — think of ±e Far 
EasL" . Mr. Menpo . smd. 
wahamg of-a domino eiff^L ' 
; ING' Barings t^edmmentis'' 
an underweight stance in the 
Far East in 2000 and ad\tises 
investors to be selective in 
their European portfolios. 


ING Barings also released 
a stiuly on whether the 51 
biggest listed Dutch compa- 
nies were ready to face die 
miilennium. 

According to tbe study the 
Netherlands is better pre- 
pared than France. Belgium 
and Germany, with the Dutch 
lagging only the United 
States and Canada. 

“We think it will take some 
12 months before (world) 
smek and bond markets will 
discount tbe miUennium," 
Mr. Menco said. “Being an 
investor, one has to anticipate 
thaL otherwise we'll all want 
to get out through the same 
doorway." 

In tbe Netiieilands. ING 
Barings expects profit 
growth of domestic firms 
surveyed to be reduced by 
some 5.3 per cent in 2000 
due to millftnni ufn- linlrftH 
problems. 

Inflation will be boosted by 
0.3 per cent the pubUc 
deficit by 0.6 per cent and 
national income cut by some 
1.1 per cem in 2000 com- 
pared to normal circum- 
stances. Mr. Meoco said. 

Exports are seen down 3 J 
per cent and imports by two 
per cent 

But there wUl also be win- 
ners. Dutch InformatioQ 
Technology (IT) service 
providers. temporary 

employment agencies and 
consultancy firms were set to 
see earnings rise due to tbe 
mUieimium bug. 

Profit growth would be cot 
by less than one per cent in 
the health sector, among 
hotels, and restaurants, other 
service-providing companies 
and trading firms. 

But primary manufacturers. 
- some firms in the food and 
' drinks isdustiy and capital 
goods producers would be 
confronted with a major 
slowdown in profit growth. 
Mr. Menco added. 


Africa reportedly 
attracted $5.28b 
in 1997 investment 


BLANTYRE (AFP) — 
Africa attracted direct for- 
eign investment worth $5.28 
billion in 1997. tbe head of 
tbe Eastern and Southern 
African Trade and 
Development Bank has said. 

Bank President Martin 
Ogaiig. whose institution is 
the fiiuuicial wing of the 21- 
member Common Market 
for Eastern and Southern 
Africa (COMESA), said this 
was far below the sums 
attracted by some individual 
states. 

He gave the example of 
China, which he said won 
$42 billion in foreign invest- 
ment last year. 

Mr. Ogaog was speaking in 
the Malawian capital 
Bl»iQrre at the start of the 
14th annual meeting of the 
bank's board of governors. 

. He said Africa's share of 
global foreign direct invest- 
ment continued to slide, 
adding that without securi^ 
and political stability no 
investor would commit 
funds to any country. 


Mr. Ogaog said the eco- 
nomic prospects for the 
region were bright because 
of the broadening of reforms 
which were already baviog a 
positive impacL 
ne said tbe number of sub- 
Saharan economies which 
grew by more than three per 
centjumped from 17 in 1992 
to 33 last year. 

The meeting ratified 
Egypt’s eutry into bank 
nrembetship by tbe end of 
1998. which Ogaog said 
was a genuine contribution 
to achieving African eco- 
nomic integration. 

lire bank wants to open its 
membership to non-COME- 
SA countries to expand its 
capital base and resources. 

COMESA groups Buru^, 
Comoros. Angol^ Djibouti. 
Ethiopia. Eritrea, Kenya. 
Malawi, Mauritius, Rwan^ 
Madagascar. Democratic 
Republic of Congo. Nam- 
ibia, Seychelles. Somalia, 
Sudan, Swaziland, Thnzania. 
Uganda, Zambia and 
Zimbabwe. 


Tourism slump continues 
in Israel, hoteliers say 


TEL AVIV (R) — Tourism 
to Israel is stUl deep in a 
slump that started with 
Palesdman suicide bomb- 
ings two years ago, an Israel 
hotel associadons official 
said on Monday. 

“We hope it will be better 
this summer, but we don't 
see an end to tbe crisis that 
began in 1996” said Pnina 
Ben David, an economist 
for the association. 

'Tourists don't like to 
come to a place where they 
don't feel safe, where they 
see negative things happen- 
ing," she told reporters. 

Releasing figures for the 
first four months of die 
year, the Central Bureau of 
Statistics put average hotel 
occupancy at-52.8 per cent 
cofflpaned with 59.3 p^ 
cent for the same period in 
1997 and 67.7 per cent two 
years ago. 

The number of tourists 
entering Israel in the first 
three months of 1998 was 
441,000. compared with 
528,100 for tbe same period 
last year and 623.300 in the 
first quarto: of 1996. 
according to recent tourism 


figures. 

Tourism to Israel had been 
rising by an average of 12 
per cent a year since the 
signing in 1993 of an inter- 
im peace deal with the 
Palesdnians until militants 
launched a wave of bomb- 
ings that killed more than 
60 people in 1996. 

At an entrance to 
Jerusalem’s Old City. 
Palestinian Khalil Shreim 
looked for tourists to bring 
to his shop. 

*%veiy year it seems like 
tourism is down, but espe- 
dally in the last two years, 
since (Israeli Rime 
Minister Benyamin) 

Netanyahu came to 
power,*" he sai± 

U.S. mediation has failed 
to break a deadlock betweoi 
Israel and the Palestinians 
over Israeli setdemem- 
building and the handover 
of more West Bank land to 
the Palestinians in return for 
stronger measures against 

militants. 

But iniematioDal hotel 
chains in Israel are h(^»ng 
for a tourism upturn as the 
millenniu m approaches. 


said Abraham Rosenthal, 
director general of the Israel 
Hotels Association. ' 

He expects the Holy 
Land, with its many 
Biblical sites, will be a pop- 
ular destination for 
Christian visitors marking 
the 2,000th birthday of 
Jesus. 

Mr. Rosenthal estimated 
that as many as 4.5 miliion 
tourists could visit in the 
year 2(XX). double the cur- 
rent annual average of 2.2 
million. 

He said some 20 interna- 
tional hotel chains had 
either begun or expanded 
operations in Israel since 
1990. 

“They are investing in the 
long-term, not in the short- 
term," said Mr. Rosenthal, 
noting that it can take five 
or six years to build a hotel. 

“Witii the year 2(XX) com- 
ing up, they hope that things 
will change soon,"' be said. 
“Israel, in a time of stability, 
is one of die most attractive 
destinations in tbe world." 


UAE lends Syria $100 million 
for telephone expansion 


ABU DHABI (AFP) —The 
United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) has agreed to extend 
a SlOO million loan to Syria 
to finance the expansion of 
its telephone neework, the 
officii UAE and Syrian 
news agencies repotted. 

The loan from the Abu 
Dhabi Development Fund 
(ADDF) carries an interest 
race of three per cent plus 
0.5 per cent for adminikra- 


tive services and is 
repayable after 20 years, 
induding a five-year grace 
period, tbe UAE news 
ageiu^ WAM said. 

The Syrian news agency 
SANA s^ the funds would 
he used to install 1.65 mil- 
lion new telephone lines in 
Syria, taking the total num- 
ber of lines in the country to 
33 million by the year 
2001, or 14 for every 100 


inhabitants. 

The UAE is one of the 
biggest aid donors to Syria 
along with Saudi Arabia and 
Kuwait 

The tiuee oil-rich Gulf 
countries have pledged 
more assistance to Syria and 
Egypt within an eight-year- 
old alliance known as tbe 
Damascus Declaration, 
which also includes Oman, 
Qatar and Bahrain. 



to study at 

COVENTRY UNIVERSITY 

UNITED KINGDOM 

A representative from Coventiy UnivsrsHy in England, £)r Ha6d Al-Daffisee, Is iww 
visiting a number of Univenities at the Kfr^dom of Jordan. 

Coventry Unlveni^ provides undergraduate and postgraduate stutSes in the areas of: 


• Sdenoes (Environmental Sciences, 
Chemfetry , Bfoscienoes, Geology) 

• Engineering (Automotive Robotics, 
Inforrradon lechnology for 
Manufiuture, Industrial slectrgnics 
and others) 

• International Studies and Law 


• Languages (English, European) 

• Management and Business Studies 

• Con^Miter Studies, Matiiematics and 
Infor mati on Technology 

• Health and Social Sdences 
(Humanities) 

• Arcand Design 


Dr Hafid At-Dafbee wilt be meeting prospective students who wish to apply to 
CawttTf Universiqi' for undergraduate or postipaduate studies in these areas. 

The meetif^ v^l be: 

On Thursday 28 May 

froB 16.00 tin 20.00 

in the Conferenee’Room at the Marviott HoCel 
(Issam AJIuni Street Shmdssani. Amman) 

Copies of your documents will assist your application and interview. 

Higher Education for all 
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Lama m aki n g a late run 


PARIS (AFP) — For a long while it seemed 
as if flamboyant goalkeeper Bernard Lama 
would miss out on France's bid to win the 
1 998 World Cup on home soil. 

Lama was suspended for six months last 
year after he tested positive for n^juana 
and his career took a nosedive. 

His club. Paris St Germain, washed their 
hands of him and he spent several months in 
limbo — ignored by French coach Aime 
Jacquet — until English Premier League 
club West Ham gave him the chance to 
rdgnite his career. 

At first Lama was frustrated at West Ham, 
where he began as second choice to 
Canadian Craig Forrest, but he soon estab- 
lished himself as the No.l 'keeper at the 
club with a series of commanding p^or- 
mances. 

After apparently falling behind the erratic 
Fabien Barthez. Lionel Charbonnier and 
even Lionel Letizi in the French pecking 
order. Lama was recalled to the French 
squad for a recent friendly against Russia. 

Barthez still staned the game, but Lama's 
recent performances — including starting 
in a friendly against Sweden — means he 
could be fibi-choice at the finals and be 
given the chance to add further to the 35 
international caps he won before his slump. 

Of Guyanese parentage. Lama was bom 
in Saint Symphorien, outside Tours, in April 
1963. but grew up in Guyana, where he 


starred for USL Montjoly Cayenne. He 
played for Lille, Metz. Brest and Lens 
before joining PSC. where he developed 
into a goalkeeper of the highest calibre. He 
has played 380 French first division games 
and was French Player of the Year in 1994. 

Lama's strength is making goalkeeping 
look easy. While he can be dramatic at 
times, he does all the basics well — and 
PSG this season suffered from failing to 
adequately replace him. 

He was a key player when the club from 
the French capital won the 1994 League 
title and the 1996 European Cup Winners’ 
Cup. 

He made his national team debut in 1993 
— in a 3-0 win over Israel — and was an 
automatic choice until his drug test results. 
He is currently being linked with a move 
back to the French capital. 

Lama is a player who thrives in the lime- 
light and he recently launched his own 
Internet site (w’ww.bemardlama.com) to 
keep &ns up to date with his activities and 
those of the French team in the lead-up to 
the World Cup finals. 

“1 like the thought that 1 can get my own 
ideas over to the fans, without them being 
interpreted by an intermediary'." he said. 



Lothar Matthaeus (C) of the German national soccer 
team heads a ball during a practice session at the train- 
ing camp of the German team in Helsinki. Matthaeus, 
captain of the World cup-winning side of 1990, has been 
dramatically drafted into the German squad for France 
98 (Reutersphoto) 


Di Matteo 


ready 


Kopke finally out of the shadows 


to quit 
Chelsea 


COVERCIANO (AFP) — 
(Tbeisea midfielder Roberto 
Di Matteo has admitted be 
would jump at the chance to 
return to the Italian Serie A 

Di Matteo, currently with' 
Italy's World Cup squad, 
said he is not ur^pi^ at 
Chelsea. But the former 
Lazio star sent a clear mes- 
sage to the transfer wheeler- 
dealers oftheSerieA: “come 
and get me." 

*Tm happy with things 
from all points of view in 
London," be s^'d. 

'3ui if the chance came to 
return to Italy I certainly 
wouldn't turn it down. It aU 
depends on Chelsea, rather 
than me. since I've got a con- 
tract with them until June 
3002." 

Di Matteo. who turns 28 
on Friday, was linked last 
year with a move to Juventus 
but more recently the talk is 
of a possible return to Lazio 
under boss Sergio Cragnotti. 

“There is about diis 
(l.azio) going around, but 1 
can certainly deny that I’ve 
had a meeting with 

Cragnotti. I never saw him 
while 1 was in London, even 
though the club still have a 
big place in my heart." 

He went on: “My 

prospects with Chelsea are 
good — we've won three 
trophies in two years 
and next season we'fl be 
back in the European Cup 
Winners’ Cup and we play 
Real Madrid for the 
European Super Cup.” 

But be added: “Should 
Chelsea ever deride, i<' ;• » 
me on the transfer Ust — i ‘ 
would come back to Italy 
straight away." 

One thing which has 
changed recently in west 
London is his relationship 
with fellow Italian Gianluca 
Mallj. now Chelsea's coach 
os well as player. 

'T don't know what \^alli's 
plans are, but we get on well 
together." he told the 
Cornere dello Sport “But I 
don't see him in our spare 
time anymore, not since be 
became coach. That would- 
n’t be right” 

Afrer three years with 
Lazio, Di Matteo left the 
club under a cloud in 1996 
after falling out with then 
coach Zdenek Zeman. 

His letuni could depend on 
the outcome of Yugoslav 
midfielder Vladimir 

Jugovic's current talks with 
Spanish club Adetico 
Madrid. 


PARIS (AFP) — Andreas 
Kopke bad to sit a long time 
in the shadow of his prede- 
cessor Bodo Qlgner before 
getting a chance to show his 
stuff. 

Although of equal ability, 
he could not buck the peck- 
ing order. Kopke sat patient- 
ly on the bench when 
Germany celebrated World 
Cup glory in Rome in 1990 
but then was justified after 
Germany was painfully 
beaten by Bulgaria at only 
the quarter fin^ stage four 
years later. 

Amid the recrirriinations. 
Beni Vogts admitted his one 
mistake of the U.S. tourna- 
ment was to put liJgner and 
not Kopke in goal. 

Since that c&y Kopke has 
been Germany's undisputed 
number one. He is the only 
man Vogts has guaranteed a 
place in the side this World 
Cup. 

It is Kopke's quiet assur- 
ance on the goal line which 
lends Germany's defensive 
unit such an unbreachable 
aura. He is a quiet person 
who shies away from the 
limelight, preferring others 
to do the post-match talk- 
ing. 

At Euro 96, the European 
championships in England, 
he was the man of tourna- 
ment and led Germany to 
victory with a solid display 
of no-fuss keeping. 


It is also largely due to 
him that French club 
Olympique Marseilles have 
turned themselves around 
since coining back from 
scandal and near financial 
ruin under the presidency of 
corrupt former French gov- 
ernment minister Bernard 
Tapie. 

Kopke plans to hang up 
his gloves after this World 
Cup. altho_,.. iiL ..iji su,; 
on with Marseille at club 
level. 

Germany already have a 



Andreas Kopke, goalkeeper of the German national soccer team, jumps for the ball 
during a practice session at the training camp of the German team in Helsinki. The 
German national soccer team is staying in Helsinki for a 10-day training camp to 
prepare for the soccer World Cup in France (Reuters photo) 

new number 1 waiting in the will be on the bench as a 
wings in the form of Bayern reserve in France but, like 
Munich's Oliver Kahn. He Kopke before him. is obey- 


ing the German goalkeeper 
credo of silently biding his 
time. 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


U.S. blanks Kuwait 2-0 


Defencive blunders expose Chile 


PORTLAND (AFP) — Ernie Stewart and Tab Ramos 
scored to give the United States a 2-0 triumph over Kuwait 
here Sunday in the hosts' penultimate tuneup match for the 
World Cup. Until Ramos' goal in the S2nd minute sealed 
the victory, the one-goal margin created by Stewart in the 
3Sih minute disguised the dominance of the U.S. team, 
which outshot Kuwait 14-0 in the first half. Ramos, in only 
his second match since recovering from a tom left knee lig- 
ament, entered the game as a substitute for Brian 
Maisonneuve in the 75th minute. The United States 
improved to 6-3-2 in interaatioDal matches in 1998 and has 
a four-match unbeaten streak, 2-0 with two drawn, follow- 
ing a three-match losing streak. The U.S. team opens World 
Cup play June 15 in Paris against Germany. Ihe 
Americans’ final tuneup for France comes Saturday in 
Washington against Scotland, which played Colombia to a 
2-2 draw last Saturday. 


SANTIAGO (.AFP) — Chile let slip a two-goal lead to be 
held 2-2 by 10-man Uruguay in a World Cup warm-up 
match here' Sunday. Ivan Zamorano and Marcelo Salas 
gave Chile a bright start with two goals inside 24 minutes 
but Uruguayan substitute Nicolas Olivera pulled one back 
from the penalty spot in the 62nd minute and Marcelo 
Zalayeta struck the equaliser nine minutes from time. Chile 
were expected to coast home when Uruguay midfielder 
Federico Magallanes was ordered off in the 54th minute but 
their defencive blunders allowed Uruguay to force a draw. 
Olivera forced Pedro Reyes into giving away the penalty 
and then pounced on a wayward pass Javier Maigas 
to put Zalayeta through for the equaliser. Chile fly to 
France Thursday. They play Tunisia in Montelimar on May 
31 and Morocco in Avignon on June 4 in their final warm- 
up matches. Chile face My. Austria and Cameroon in their 
opening round group in the World Cup and open against 
Italy on Thursday. June 11. at Bordeaux. 


f Are you a World Cup expert? Then let me challenge you 

Whars wrong here? 


World Cup countdown 
with Franz Beckenbauer 



Prince re 


:: 10) The history of the World 
Cup started in Uruguay 68 
years ago. in 1930. 

Nowadays the first day of 
the World Cup is marked by 
' grand and colourful festivi- 
ties, but in those days things 
were very differenL The tour- 
nament in 1930 brought 
•' together the “supposedly" 

^ best teams in the world at that 
time — “supposedly’’ 
because many of the impor- - 
tant teams such as England, 

Spain, Italy, Austria or 
\ Germany, were absent. 

The competition kicked off 
. with two matches on the 
' day, the 13th of July: 

.France versus Mexico (4-1) 
and United States 





10) The decisive scene in the World Cup final 
19iK) in Italy. It is the game between Argentina 
and Germany, my team, in a replay of the previ- 
ous final matd in Mexico 1SS6 and the score is 0- ^ 
0, with five minutes to play. Andreas Brehme _ 
boots a sublime free kick, the ball whacks first 
one goalpost and bounces in off the other, exactly 
opposite to where Ai^enfinian goalie Sei^o 
Goycochea is at foil stretch. It was the winning 
Belgium (3-0). However, • j_q gu^l g^jore, making it the third 

official inanguration took World Cup victoiy for Germany and the second 
place five days later. Why? ' for me, my first one being 1974 as a player. 


versus 


Facts and figures about the participating countries 


f Solve the country contest daily to find the phrase at the 
end of Beckenbauer's World Cup countdown 



ENGLAND 


1 3d.,423 sq krr. Capital I.baiSdA 

4E,S'D3,ri&9 -- 375.'0 per sq km 
F*riAc<pa.l languajsc 
Annual GNPpp< ejpict: US$ 




FRANCE 


543 965 «n ’ Cipiial: Pa.ris 
Fa|Mjlatlan:58.!43.909 — Ifl* 9 p*r ii| kiii 
Principal la-njiuage: freneb 
A*>nuat ONP iRpiirf uss 


hi Woriiai Cup champroaships: , 
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- 10)There is no shortage of water 
or coastline here, which allows 
the royal family the opportunity 
to own a luxury yachL with 
wiuch they visit the provinces. 

• But only in s umm er — the win- 
; ters would be too cold and 
^ stonny. 

The inhabitants of the country 
. regard themselves as rebellious, 

- but they are. almost without 
exception, loyal to the head of 

• the royal family, forgiving such 
naughtiness as too much smok- 
ing. Should they feel worried 

' about invasion by their laiger 
■ neighbours or think they are 
coming off second best as a small 
counuy. then they simply refose 
obedience, for example, by refer- 
endum. 

On the other hand, the last time 
an occupying force invaded, the 

• country offered no military resistance. 
Revolutions here have restricted them- 
selves to an attempt at a sexual one. the 
successes of whiclL once visible all over 

. the capital, are no longer much in evi- 
dence. The country's main export article 
has a wiggly tail and its best known 
author bad a disposition towards faiiy 

- tales. 


The phrase wc are looking for offers a 
rather precise, chough harsh definition 
of an ability considered indispensable in 
(he world of diplomats. 


Please fill in the respective letters in the 
corresponding positions: 
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Solution: 


Please enter the letters of the coun- 
try as instructed in the solution 
squares as follows: 


1. 


First letter of the country in position 


ANSWERS 


Second letter in position 50. 

. _ r^i!; 




CHALLENGE QUIZ 
9) Spain. After the 1956 Hungarian 
uprising, Pusakas went imo exile, signed 
-up for Real Madrid and secured SpMsh 
nationality. He was recently bestowed the 
honour of being “the best goalscorer of 
7 the century” by a private institute, the 
International Federation for Football 
:> History and Satisucs. But Puskas, or 


he scored four for Hungary, including the^ 
first one in the final match. However,^^ 


Germany went on to win 3-2. 
COUNTRY CONTEST 
9) Yugoslavia 
PHOTO CONTEST 
9) There is a mistake in the cqitioD. 
France have never contested any final 


^ “Canoncito Pum” as he was nicknamed, whatsoever. Their best showing was two 

^ P^^®s achieved in 1958 in Sweden 
:.Chile. In the World Cup m Switzerland and 1986 in Mexico. 
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CINEMA ■reu 46 »*i 44 CINEMA TBLitoWito CINEM.^ TELiSbWiiK "X CINEMA tEL :5677420 "S. /' UNtJU ' TEL :»34793 


PHILADEUPHIAT 




Bruce Willis & 
Richard Gere ... in 


THE JACKAL 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 
6:15, 8:30, 10:30 




PHIIADELPHIA 


Jim Carry ... in 


LIAR-LIAR 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 
6:15, 8:30, 10:30 




PLAZA 


V” 




The biggest cinema production 


TITANIC 


Shows: 12:00, 3:30, 7K)0, 
10:30 p.m. 

V 


V 


CONCORD 


T 


CINEMA 


CONCORn-l- 


THE RELIC 


Shou's: 12:30.3:30, 6;1S, S;30, 10:30 

CONCORD T- 

ISMAILIA RAYEH GAI - 

KAMANANA 

Shows: 3:30.6:15.8:30,10:30 


GALLERIA 2 


ABDOUN 


Antonio Banderas ... in 


TWO MUCH 


TEL: 5?J4793 


galleria 1 


A 


ABDOUN 


DOWN PERISCOPE 


& still showing at SaO p.m. 

titanic 






Hion'ltelbeale 

TEL:4625lS5 




STAKTNG APRIL mi 

Don't Laugh Please 
We're Jordanian 

Starring Hisham Vtmes, Amal 
Dabbas, Rania Kurdi and 


at8-.30pjn. 




For reservations calk 4640155, 462335' 
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Crown Prince receives taekwondo team 


AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan Monday received 
members of Jordan's national taekwondo 
team and congratulated them on their per- 
formance at Ihe 13th Asian Taekwondo 
Championships, which concluded in 
Viemam last week. 

The team returned with two silver and 
four bronze medals, with the men's team 
taking third place and the women 9th 
among 21 competing countries. 

Prince Hassan e.\pressed pride in the 
player's impressive achievement and 


stressed the importance of serious training 
in preparation for the 2000 Sydney 
Olympics. 

The Crown Prince called for overcoming 
all difGculdes hindering paiticipation in 
Sydney. 

The meeting was attended by Major 
General Tahseen Sburdum, president of the 
Jordan Taekwondo Federation and the fed- 
eration's board members. 

Following lunch. Prince Hassan presented 
the team memb^ with gifts in appreciation 
of their performance. 


Amman to host Asian Handball 
League Champions Tournament 


By Roufan Nahhas 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Asian Handball 
Federation has given its Jordanian coun- 
terpart the green light to host the First 
Asian Handball League Champions 
Tournament in Amman from Octob^ 20- 
30. 

“We are happy to host the event as it 
gives us the chance to get the experience 
and exposure we are looking for," Jordan 
Handball Federation (JHF) President Dr. 
Sari Hamdan told the Jordan limes. 

He said eight teams were expected to 
take part in the event, divided into two 
groups. 

Hamdan pointed out that hosting such 
an event should be beneficial for the 
game and the country. 

“The team's accommodation expenses 
are covered by the Asian Federation and 
we take care of arran^g technicalities. 

“Hosting such championships can 
enrich our knowledge of the game and 
gain the experience we need," he said. 

“Due to the lack of financing we are not 
able to go abroad, so hosting them here is 
undoubtedly usefol,'’^lamdaa added. 


“Besides the experience, we will try to 
gain some extra income from TV rights 
and advertisements " he said. 

On die national front, the JHF began 
preparing the national teams in February 
with a busy schedule ahead. 

“We have a busy agenda for both the 
men's and women's teams," be added. 

He said several friendly matches 
against neighbouring countries were on 
schedule including some against the 
Syrian team in June. The men's Premier 
League will also kick off in June and July. 

“Finally we have to be ready for the 
Pan-Arab Games which will be beld here 
in 1999," Hamdan pointed out. 

And on the women's frontier. 

“We have also taken care of the 
women's team, with several training 
camps here and abroad," he added 

“Ihe teams are looking forward for the 
next Pan-Arab Games and the Arab 
Handball Championship for Women in 
September," he said. 

Jordan’s handball team did not take part 
in the last Pan-Arab Games which were 
held in Beirut in July 1997 as handball 
was not among the competition events. 


Jazz sweep past Lakers into finals 


LOS ANGELES (AFP) — Karl Malone and 
the Utah Jazz swept their way into the Natitxial 
Basketball Association Finals at the expense of 
Shaquille O'Neal and the Los Angeles Lakers. 

Now the NBA regular-season chaiqncMis 
will cate home court advantage into foe best- 
of-seven champioosbip series and tiy winning 
their first NBA title, maybe by takuig the 
broom to Michael Jordan or Reggie MiUer. 

Malone scored 32 pobts, pulled down 14 
rebounds and passed out five assists to spaik 
the Jazz past the Lakers 96*92 here Sunday and 
complete a four-game sweep of the Western 
Conference final 

The Jazz must wait to see wb'cb rival sur- 
vives foe Eastern Conference final, Chicago or 
bdiana. and bow long the series goes to teow 
when it will host game one. The finals open 
May 3 1 or June 3 b Salt Lake City. 

Reignbg champion Chicago, seelang a sixfo 
title in ei^t years behind NBA Most Valuable 
Player and scoring leader Jordan, owns a 2-1 
lead over foe Pacers with game four Monday b 
bdion^tlis. 

“There is gobg to be a lot to it," Malone said 
of foe final. “But now foe most important thing 
is to protect our home courL" 

Utah won the home court edge by matching 


Qncago for foe NBA's best recotd at 62-20 and 
beating foe Bulls b both fodr regular season 
games. 

Once agmn O'N^ was potent b defeat, 
scoring 38 pobts but finding himself helpless 
to stop foe Jazz from eliminating tiie Lakers for 
foe second year b a row. The Jazz beat foe 
Lateis b five games last year. 

Utah never trmled after the first 10 tributes. 
Malone scored 10 pobts b foe last 7 1/2 mb- 
utes, answering every belsued surge by foe 
Lakos: 

“Eveiybody hung b foere and did the job 
fo^ were capable of doing." Malone said. 

O'Neal made I4-of-24 fi^ foe field and 10* 
of-18 from foe free throw line. But he nussed a 
pair of free throws with 27 seconds to play foat 
could have cut the deficit to one poirn. 

O'Neal was swept out for the fourth time b 
the past five years. Wifo Orlando he was swept 
out b the fi^ round m 1994, the 1995 finals 
and the Eastern Conference finals b 1996. 

The Jazz recorded its first pl^off sweep b 
club histoiy. The Lakers were swept for foe 
first time rioce Detroit blanked fo^ b foe 
1989 NBA finals. 

Jeff Koniacek scored 15 pennts and Greg 
Ostectag added 11 for foe Jazz. 


Blatter gains ground on Johansson in Africa 

JOHANNESBURG (AFP) — from Switzerland that he ou^ng FIFA president Joao 

The battle between FIFA pies- expected about 20 nations to Havelange, a Brazilian octoge- 

ideiicy candidates Sepp Blatter sufqxxt the right-hand man of narian. 
and Lennart Johansson for 
African votes appears balanced 
on a knife edge this week. 

Johansson, the president of 
European governing body 
LIEF.A. bus the backing of the 
African Foofoall 

Confederation (CAFl. but 
informed sounres say up to half 
of the 42 members who can 
vxne on June 8 may support his 
rival. 

Blatter, on leave from his 
role *ccrBtary-general of 
world contfolling oiganisation 
RFA, made a wbriwmd tour 
of the continent lost week, vis- 
iting Johannesburg and 
Nairobi. 

South Africa is expected to 
v'ote for Blatter berause Jie 
!iuppons its campaign to stage 
the 2006 World Cup finals 
white Johansson favours previ- 
ous hosts Germany. 

Blatter had considerable suc- 
cess in Kenya where the 10- 
nation ConfederatiDn of F^ 
and Central Africa Fcwtball 
Associations (CECAFA) said 
they would side wifo the for- 
mer Swiss army colonel. 

This move comes afier 
CECAFA officials were flown 
to CAF headquarters in Cairo 
last month and urged to sup- 
port Johansson, whose delep- 
tion for a tour of Asia this 
month included Africa presi- 
dent Issa Hayaiou from 
Cameroon. 

Blatter spokesman 

Emmanuel Mamdas told AFP 


Furnished Flat For Rent 

Consists of 2 bedrooms, sitting, living and dining rooms, 
with separate heating and telephone. Located in a build- 
ing of 3 flats only, each in one floor, near Medina Street 

Please call 5346162. 

N.B. A Furnished Villa at the 7th Circle is also 
available for renL 


FLAT FOR RENT 


A cute littte flat (roof), comprising 2 bedrooms, 
sitting room, 3 bathrooms, 
living room, kitchen and terrace. 
Beautiful view and nice suiroundlngs. 

Near the British Embassy. 

Fully furnished except for personal items. 

Aifoe roofj nice price. 

^ Interested call 079-55354 J 



The Telephone Ntunbers of the 
South African Embassy in Amman 
have changed to the following: 

592-1194 

592-2288 

592- 6220 

593- 4364 
593-4239 
593-4365 

Fax No. 592-0080 


French Open 


Hingis through 


PARIS (AFP) — Women's 
title favourite Martina Hbgis 
survived early nen'es to 
come safely through her first- 
round test at the French Open 
Monday — but Brirab's 
world number-four Greg 
Rusedski was once agab lefr 
headmg for the nearest exit 
after crashmg out b strain- 
sets. 

The 17-year-old Hingis, 
beaten b last year's final by 
Iva Majoli of Cro^a. defeat- 
ed Spam's 65th ranked Maria 
Sanchez Lorenzo on the cen- 
tre-court 6-2. 6-1. 

But Rusedski, unable to 
adapt his big ‘serve-and-vol- 
ley' style to the deadly slow 
clay surface, was clearly 
disappobted after gobg 
down 4-6, 4-6, 4-6 to Belgian 
Davis Cup player Johan Van 
Herck. He 1^ now won only 
three matches b four visits to 
Roland Garros. 

Hingis opened agamst 
Sanchez Lorenzo by drop- 
pbg her serve but once she 
had broken back and surged 
4-2 clear she never looked 
back and her 19-year-otd 


place to No. 4 b the latest 
vrorld rankbgs published 
today said: “Obviously this is 
not foe way 1 wanted to cele- 
brate moving up.m foe rank- 
ings. 

“I foougfat I played pretty 
weU fcff six games but then 
things didn't work out" 

Rusedski said be would 
probably stay on b the 
French c^tb for another 
to up his washing" 
and said that he would come 
next year. 

*T can only do better than I 
did this year." he said, adding 
wifo the famous ear-to-ear 
grin: “At least 1 made some- 
body very happy." 

He was referring to Van 
Herck. the world's 97fo 
ranted player who celebrated 
his 2-4th birthday on Sunday. 

Rusedski was not the only 
men's seed to fall at foe first 
hurdle. Nmth seed Karol 
Kucera of Slovakia was beat- 
en 1-6, ^2, 64. 6-3 by 
Australian Todd 

Woodbridge. 

In other men’s sbgJes 
matches. Spam's twel^- 


as Rusedski crashes out 



Greg Rusedski of Great Bntaio rebinis a shot to Johan Van Herck of Belgiuin dur- 
ing their match on the first day of the French Open (Reuters photo) 



Marcelo Rios of Chile stretches for a backhand during his mateh against Brett Steven 
of New Zealand on the first day of the French Tennis Open at Roland Garros stadi- 
um (Reuters photo) 


Martina Hingis of Switzerland plays a forehand during 
her match against Maria Ante Sanebez-Lorenzo of 
Spain (Reuters photo) 


opponent from Barcelona 
won only one more game b 
foe 49-mbute encounter. 

'1 felt pretty good out there 
and I tltink 1 played well." 
said foe 1 7-year-old world 
number-one who narrowly 
missed chalkbg up a historic 
'Grand Slam’ last year when 
she was beaten in Paris (she 
went on to wm the Australian 
Open, Wbibledon and the 
United States Open). 

Hbgis now plays Meike 
Babel of Gemiany. who beat 
Yuka Yoshida of Japan 6-1. 
64). 

Rusedski, who jumped a 


seed Carlos Moya over- 
wirelmed France's 19-year- 
old former world junior 
champion Sel^tien 

Grosman 7-5. 6-1. 64. 

Moya. 21, foe Australian 
Open finalist b 1997, has 
never got further than the 
third-round m two previous 
visits. But he should improve 
on that when be plays either 
compatriot qualifier Pepe 
Imaz or another French wild- 
card entry Jean-Baptist 
Perlam b foe next round. 

Magnus Norman of 
Sweffeo. wto put out world 
number-one Pete Sampras b 


FURNISHED GROUND FLOOR 4 RENT 

Consists of 3 bedrooms, 3 bafos, 2 sitting rooms, 2 
entrances, phone, central heating. 

Location: 7th Circle — opposite McDonald Restaurant — 
Ghoseh Street Renting on monthly or yearly 
For more information please call Tel.: 4622560, 
Mobile: 079-34115 


LUXURIOUSLY FURNISHED APARTMENTS 

FOR RENT 

TELAA AL-AU 

Brand new building, 6 luxuriousiy furnished apartments. 
Each 140 sq.m., consisb of 3 bedrooms, 2 full baths, 
custom Idtchen, marble dining, sitting and guest rooms, 
full time security guard, elevator. Unparalleled dramatic 
view with shops and restaurant less than five minutes 
away. 

Contact: Ahmad Zaroor, Tel.; 5510483 or 
Ghalayini Tel.: 4619309 



‘iHe InternationaCScfiooC 

C^CBoudfiit- Summon 

SCHOOL REGiSTRA^ U 

For students who 
will be joinmg ISC 
for foe academic year 1998 / 1999 

SUMMER SCHOOL starts on 11/7/1998 


re»! 
SABIS- 


Ibl. 06-591810/2 <5yne9)-Fax 06^91811 
EmaS : iteafflinei^Kitife.rwt 


the third round here last year, 
won his first-round by 
defeating Bemd Karbacba 
of Germany 6-2, 1-6, 6-3, 6- 
1 and F^-besed South 
African Wayne Ferreira also 
went throu^ when be scored 
a 7-6 (7/4), 64, 7-5 wb over 
German Martin Sinner. 

Australian Scott Draper 
beat Tomas Nydahl of 


Sweden 6-3, 7-6 (7/2), 6-3 
and Belgian qualifier 
Christopfae Van Garsse 
defeated Marcelo Craca of 
Germany 6-1, 6-1, 6-1. 

Top American teenager 
Venus Williams, who is 
drawn to face Hingis m foe 
quarrer-finals, stormed past 
Thailand's Tamarine 


Thnasugam 6-3, 6-1 and now 
plays Japan's number-one Ai 
Sugiyama. 

Sugiyama beat Laura 
Golarsa of Italy 7-5. 6-3. 

Another Japanese player to 
score a siup^ win was 22- 
year-old hfibo Saeki who pnt 
out French Fed Cup player 
Sarah Pittkowski 7-5, 7-5. 


Employment Opportunity 

A public Shareholding Company is currently seeking an 
Executive Secretary for immediate employment at its head 
offices with the following qualifications: 

1) Graduate of a reputable Secretarial Institution. 

2) Good Computer skills. 

3) Good command of English Language. 

4) Working experience of at least 2 years. 

5) Age between 25-35. 

6) Presentable and public relations oriented. 

Interested candidates to contact 
Tel: 5688042 - 5684606 


.A LEADING INTERIOR DESIGN COMPANY 
IS OFFERING A PROMISING CAREER TO 

INTERIOR DESIGNERS 

PLEASE CONTACT US OR SEND YOUR C.V. 

|(_AC-Ska‘il2iyoun 



foJI 


Shmeiwni , P-O.BoK8]1764Ainnian 11181 - TeL 5660997/8 Fax 5688916 

EmaiL- at^unkiyaiHi(§aeis,coiiijo 
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KUWAH city (AFPl — 
The United States has criti- 
cised its Gulf Arab allies for 
hosting Hamas spiritual 
guide Sheikh Ahmad Yassin 
earlier this month, a 
Kuwaiti newspaper reported 
on Monday. 

The U.S. ambassador to 
Kuwait, James Larocco, 
said in a meeting with 
Kuwaiti MPs that a visit 
such as Sheikh Yassin's 
“adversely affects strategic 
accords and bilateral ties 
with Washington," the 
English-language Arab 
Times reported. 

Washington, he was quot- 
ed as saying, informed 
Kuwait and other Gulf 
states of its objections to the 
Hamas leader's tour 
because his organisation 
was a “terrorist" group 
opposed to the Arab-lsraeli 


peace process. 

Analysts and diplomats in 
the region said ±e Gulf 
states sent a message to 
Washington, sponsor of the 
deadlocked peace process, 
by giving Sheikh Yassin a 
warm welcome in the 
region. 

The signal was for the 
United States, a strong mili- 
tary backer of the oil-rich 
Gi^ states, to scale down its 
support for Israel, they said. 

The welcome for Sheikh 
Yassin, whose movement is 
a sworn enemy of Israel, 
was also meant to reassure 
local public opinion of the 
Gulf Arab monarchies' sup- 
port for the Palestinians, 
they said. 

*nie spiritual guide and 
founder of Hamas, who was 
released in October after 
eight years in Israeli jail. 


started his tour in Saudi 
Arabia and also visited 
Qatar, the United Arab 
Emirates and Kuwait 
Meanwhile, Sheikh Yassin 
met in Dimascus Monday 
with the leader of the 
Popular From for the 
liberation of Palestine 
(PFLP), George Habash. on 
ways to strengthen relations 
between their groups. 

The two lead^ decided 
**10 deepen cooperation and 
coordination, to pursue 
contacts for building a 
national Palestinian front” 
a member of the PFLP lead- 
ership, Maher Taher, told 
AFP. 

The front would unify all 
the Palestinian forces “to 
pursue the struggle by dif- 
ferent means ag ains t the 
Israeli occupation, particu- 
lariy after the failure of the 


Oslo accords” on 
Palestinian autonomy, Mr. 
Taber added. 

Sheikh Yassin and Mr. 
Habash said diuing their 
two-hour meeting that 
**there is no hope except 
tbrou^ the liberation of 
Palestine and the leturo of 
refugees to their homes.'* 

The two leaders also 
stressed the need to “put 
aside ideological differ^ 
ences to be able to liberate 
the country," Mr. Taher said. 

Sheikh Yassin met with 
Syrian President Hafez 
Assad Sunday as he contin- 
ued a visit here on ways to 
also strengthen ties between 
Syria and the Palestinians. 

The Hamas spmnial 
guide, who has been visiting 
Syria since Thursday, plans 
to visit Lebanon and Jordan 
next 


Hizbollah set to defeat goyemment-backed 
list in landmark Lebanese municipal poll 


BEIRUT (AFP) — 
Lebanon's Hizbollob move- 
ment is set to defeat a pow- 
erful alliance between a 
rival moderate group and 
the Lebanese government 
in the country's first munic- 
ipal polls in 35 years. 

Preliminary estimates 
from Sunday's vote showed 
the Shiite Muslim 
Hizbollah. which spear- 
heads a war to force Israel 
out of south Lebanon, had 
swept to victory in the 
shanty towns of Ghobeiri 
and Buij A1 Barajneb in the 
mainly-Shiite southern sub- 
urbs of the capital. 

Beirut dailies Monday 
were already bailing what 
they described as the “land- 
mark” defeat for the rival 
list backed by blUioniure 
Sunni Muslim Prime 
Minister Rafik Hariri and 
the rival Shiite moderate 
movement .Amal. 

HizboUah's victory over 
the rival movement of 


House Speaker Nabih Beni 
marked a decisive stage in 
their struggle for leadership 
of Lebanon's Shiite com- 
munity. said the opposition 
A1 Diyar and Nidaa A1 
Watan dailies. 

Sunday evening, convoys 
of Hizbollah supporters 
were already sounding their 
horns around the capital to 
celebrate the movement's 
victory. 

There had been several, 
armed clashes over the pre- 
vious fortnight between the 
rival movements — the 
only Lebanese groups to 
retain their weapons after 
the end of the 1975-1990 
civil war. 

In other areas of mount 
Lebanon where the first 
phase of the municipal 
elections took place on 
Sunday, a number of promi- 
nent Christian opposition 
candidates also appear to 
have secured victory. 

A list of candidates spon- 


sored by Albert Mukheiber. 
a Greek Orthodox 
Chrisitian who often criti- 
cises the Syrian military 
presence in Lebanon, 
appeared to have won in 
Beit Meri, in the mainly 
Christian Meta district 
And Dory Chamoun. the 
leader of the National 
Liberal Party and one of the 
staunchest critics of Syria's 
influence on its tiny neigh- 
bour, also looked set for 
victory in Deir AI Qamar, in 
the Sfaouf area, due to his 
alliance with Dnize leader 
and Minister for the 
Displaced Walid Jumblatt 
The Christian opposition 
had led a boycott of the 
1992 and 1996 legislative 
elections in protest at what 
it said was undue Syrian 
influence on Lebanese 
political tile since the end 
of the civil war. But interi- 
or ministry officials said 
that on Sunday turnout in 
the mainly Christian region 


was at least 60 per cent 
Syria, the main powerbro- 
ker in Lebanon with 35,000 
troops in the country, gave 
Shiite and Sunni Muslims 
the lion's share of politick 
power and granted the few 
Christians who accepted 
Syrian rule a smaller slice 
of the cake. Beirut newspa- 
pers Monday also hailed 
the smooth running of 
Sunday's poll. Interior 
Minister Michael Murr had 
pronounced the first round 
of the municipal elections 
trouble-free despite 

“minor” incidents in 
which 14 people were 
arrested. “Democracy gets 
vote of confidence in local 
polls,” read the headline in 
the English-language Daily 
Star. Voting is to be held in 
Lebanon's other five 
re^ns — the north, 
Beirut, the south, 
Nabatiyeh and the eastern 
Bekaa — on May 3 1 , Jun. 7 
and June 14. 


Released British nurses renege on blood 
money, intend to sue victim’s brother 


DUBAI (AP) — ^Two 
British nurses intend to sue' 
the brother of the Australian 
woman they were convicted 
of murdering in Saudi 
Arabia, their lawyer said 
Monday. 

The nurses. Deborah 
Pany and Lucille 
McLauchlan. were released 
last Wednesday from a 
Saudi jail after Saudi King 
Fabd commuted their sen- 
tences in the 1996 murder 
of Yvonne Gilford. 

Parry, who was convicted 
of the murder, had earlier 
escaped execution when 
Gilford’s brother Frank 
spared her life in keeping 
with Saudi Arabia’s Islamic 
law. In reium. Parry agreed 
to give him SI . 2 million in 
“blood money," but since 
returning to England has 
refused to hand over the 


money. 

Now. Parry, 39, and 
McLauchlan, 32, say they 
want to sue Mr. Gilford for 
causing diem mental 
anguish, their la^er, Salah 
Al Hejailan, said. He did 
not say when and where the 
suit ^ be filed or how 
much money they seek. 

‘Gilford made false state- 
ments and mounted a mali- 
cious campai^ against the 
nurses. Tliey intend to sue 
for compensation,” Mr. AI 
Hejailan said in a telephone 
interview from the Saudi 
coital. Riyadh. 

“He caused them mental 
suffering. He announced 
that Deborah was sentenced 
to death. She thought of 
committing suicide when 
she heard that," Mr. Al 
Hejailan said. 

The nurses had initiallv 


confessed to the murder, 
but later recanted, saying 
the confession was made 
under tiireat of rape and 
beatings by Saudi police. 
Gilford, 55, was also a 
nurse who worked with ±e 
Britons in the Saudi city of 
Dhahran. 

McLauchlan was convict- 
ed of being an accessory 
and sentenced to eight years 
in prison and 500 lashes. 
But that part of the punish- 
ment hadn't been carried 
out when she and Party 
were releas^ 

The nurses have said they 
don't want Mr. Gilford to. 
be paid the “blood money," 
which had been raised by 
British companies operat- 
ing in Saudi Arabia and 
held in trust in an 
Australian bank. 

Giving Mr. Gilford the 


money would imply an 
admission of guilt, Mr. AI 
Hejailan said. 

’The nurses insist they're 
not guilty. They believe 
they are victims of unfortu- 
nate circumstances. They 
don't see why he should get 
paid when Aey didn't do 
anything,” he said. 

^en the nurses agreed 
to pay the money in 
October they were under 
extreme mental duress, he 
said. 

“The agreement they 
signed with him is no dif- 
ferent than the confessions 
which they also retracted. 
Both were made under 
duress,” he said. 

Gilford’s body was found 
Dec. 11, 1996 in her dormi- 
tory. bearing 13 stab 
wounds. She had also been 
beaten and suffocated. 


Hard-line militants beat students, break 
up pro-democracy rally in Tehran 


TEHRAN (AP) — Hard-line militants 
wielding sticks, stones and chains on 
Monday broke up a pro-democracy 
rally of about 2.000 students in Tehran. 
At least 20 people, most of them stu- 
dents, were injured, including two 
women. Several were taken to nearby 
hospitals. 

Anti-riot police, in vans around the 
park where the rally was held, did not 
intervene initially when the students 
were attacked by about 60 militants 
affiliated with Ansar Hizbollah, or the 
Supporters of Hizbollah. 

The police entered the fray after 
about 20 minutes to separate the two 
sides. 

“This rally is being held with per- 
mission from the interior ministry," the 
police shouted through buUhoms. 
“Please allow them to continue." The 
hard-liners — whose ranks eventually 
swelled to 400 — heckled the 
police and called for the resignation of 
the liberal Iranian interior minister. 
Abdullah Nouri. whom they described 
as incompetent. 


Students choked and coughed when 
a number of tear gas canisters were 
thrown into the crowd. It wasn’t clear 
if the tear gas was thrown by police or 
the hard- line militants. 

After the confrontation, the students' 
regrouped and fixed speakers broken 
during the melee. But they then aban-; 
doned the effort to resume the rally 
after the Ansar'e Hizbollah poured gas 
on the truck carrying tiieir equipment 
and injured the driver. 

Skir^shes between the militan ts 
and students later continued around 
the park, with police trying to restore 
order. 

The pro-democracy Islamic Students 
Association organised the rally, the 
first of its kind, to protest the influence 
of the hard-line clergy in Iran. About 
one third of the participants were 
women, all in traditional black veils. 

The students shouted ’‘Long Live 
Freedom” and “Taliban, Taliban, this 
is not Afghanistan,” referring to the 
Islamist Aighan group. 

Ansar’e Hizbollah thugs attacked the 


student association's headquarters in 
November and beat up its director, 
HeshmatoUah Tabaizadi. 

The group is opposed to Iranian 
President Mohammad Khatami, who 
is a moderate, and hard-lineis in the 
government are suspected of using 
them for attacks on tiieir opponents. 

Mr. Khatami's landslide vicrory 
against a hard-liner last May shook the 
foundations of Iran's clerical rule. The 
20 million people who voted for him, 
mainly women and students, called his 
victory a triun^h for civil Uberties in 
the Islamic republic. 

Mr. Khatami is struggling, how- 
ever, with hard-line opponents who 
accuse him of betraying the 1979 
Islamic revolution led by the late 
Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini. 

Ali Khamenei, who succeeded 
Khomeini, re mains Iran's powerful 
spiritual leader. Hard-liners also hold a 
slight majori^ in parliament, and they 
control the judiciary and screen all 
parliament and presidential candi- 
dates. 


BAGHDAD (AP) — Iraq will 
refuse to grant ccmtiacts to 
American conqianies to [vtxest 
what it sees as hostile U.S. 
policies, Iiarp Dqxity I^ime 
hfinisiier Tan^ Aziz was quot- 
ed as saying Mcxiday. 

U.S. companies have 
shipped S 2 ^ mfllion in goods 
to imder a two-y^-old 

deal the United Natiais 
that gr ams Iraq exemptimis to 
sweeping UJ^. sanedons, UJ<I. 
figures titow. Iraq has also sold 

small qnanritias of oD tO Sever- 
al U.S. fimiS. 

‘It is illogical to reward a 
■aarft which ctxnmits aggnes- 
sion on Iraq b>y giving its cxxd- 
panies the privilege-, of si^ 
ing commercial deals 


Iraq." the Iraqi News Agency 
quoted Me A^ as saying. 

Iraq has repeatedly said deals 
to develop its huge oil reserves, 
the second laig^ after Saudi 
Ara^ will go to countries 
backing its fight against the 
sanctions, which were 
inqx)sed to devas&ating effect 
aftm Iraq irwaded Kuwait in 
1990. 

It has signed conuacts with 
China and Russia and is about 
to sign agreanents with 
France. The three countries, 
[yTT panenr SecUDQr CouncD 
members, advocate a 
end to the emteigo. 

“America will pay a heavy 
price lor its insisteiice to com- 
mit the crime of an embark 


againcr baq,” Mt A23Z Said. 

Me Aziz did ncA make clear 
whether fee ban would cover 
both deals for the piitdiase of 

humanitarian si^Jplies OT only 

09 exports. 

But be said the 
toward U.S. firms will bold so 
long as Washin gton peisisted 
on Ire^xog fee sartetions intact 
Iraq’s inqxst bill under fee 
next phase of fee CMl-for-ftxxi 
deal win be in fee range of $3 
bfllioo, far higher than fee cur- 
rent $L3 taUkm. The next 
phase b^ins June 4. 

In Erixuazy, fee Security 
Council allov^ Iraq to boost 
die value of exports to $5.2 Nl- 
lioD fican $2 t^on. 


Viagra — 




Independence departs from 
Gulf leaving one carrier behind 


WASHINGTON (AP) — 
one of two U.S. aircraft 
carriers widifeawn from the 
GuH U.S. Defence Secretary 
William Cefeen on Mmid^ 
offiaed assurances that “there's 
a ^eat deal of firepower 
remaining " to enforce Iraqi 
compliarire wife UJ^. anns 
insp^ons. 

The USS Independence and 
its batde group went through 
the Strait of H(»muz eady 
Sunday, haatiing toward hs 
borne port in J^ian io'a regu- 
laify scheduled ship rotation. 
Anofeer caniei; fee USS 
Stemds, remains in fee Gulf. 

stiQ have a voy vigor- 
ous presence feme, somewhme 
between 17 and 20 thousand 
troops,” Ml Cohen s^ 
Mcnday moning On NBC's 


‘Toda/* show. ‘There’s a great 
deal ^ firepower remamii^ 
and a lot of proportioned 
equipment and die abili^ to 
augment die size of dut force 
wifeii] 4S hours.” 

Mr. Cohen, in an interview 
from Santiago, Ch9e, said U.S. 
forces in the r^ion “^ve us 
great c^i^iliiy, so [lia^ 
Indent] Hussein 

should ncx take any comfort. In 
fact, all of our allies are really 
on board wife tc^ng to have a 
vigorous and viable frroe in the 
which can be quickly 
expanded." 

'This does not represent a 
change in our willrngoess. our 
ability, to cany out any mission 
in die i^oo,'’ PJ. Ctowl^, a 
White House qiokesman, said 
oa Sunday. “!f fee situation 


were to woiseo, we can qiddc- 
ly fiow mme forces into the 
regkm as we need to.” 

The USS Eisenhowee sched- 
uled to leave America's East 
Coast for die Meditenanean 
next mcmdi, also could be sent 
to die Gulf if fee shuatkxi wife 
Iraq heats i;f) and another carri- 
er is lequhed, die Pentagm has 
said. ' 

The United States has main- 
tained two carders in fee Gulf 
since November to bolster 
threats of a possiNe U.S. mili- 
tary strike cm Iraq if die country 
lefrises full access to 
UN.weqxms inspectocs. 

Some US. allies, including 
Saudi Arabia, refused to let die 
Uifeed Slates nxiunt air strikes 
from bases on dieir teiriKxy. 


Egypt celebrates end of 
10-year facelift for the sphinx 


CAIRO (R) — Egypt was to 
fire the newly sphinx 

on Monday nigtu in a lavish, 
star-studded cddiration at the 
pyramids ovetiocking die 
anriem man-lton structure. 

Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak and his wife Suzanne 
are hosting a two-hour par^ 
during which guests win be 
eniErtamed 1^ a sound and tight 
feow detailuig fee sphinx’s 
4.500-yOT-oId tal& 

Egyptian archaeolo^sts and 
atdiit^ have ^lent 10 years 
repair^ the rava^ of erosion 
arid rigng damp and removing 
concrete used in eadier w(xk to 
fix die soft stone structure. 


The Egyptian govemment 
hopes the $3 millioa restoration 
will lure TDOKi tourists to fee 
Giza plateau and recoiq) some 
of die losses Egypt's vhal 
tourism industry suffered after 
islamists killed 58. holidaymak- 
ers in Luxor in November. 

Shrouded in a star-spanned 
white cloth, the qihinx will be 
formally reopened by Federico 
Mayor, bead of United 
Nations educational, scientific 
and cultural (x^inisation. 

Leading Egyptian opera 
singers AI >^fhldl arid Iroan 
Mostafe wQl pedbnn arias from 
La Traviata a^ Carmen and the 
Cairo SynqfeoiQr Orchestra will 


pley at the eddradon, windi 
will be broadcast five on state 
televisioo. 

Archaeology have puzzled 
fordecadesaboutfeeeoractpur- 
pc^ of die structure, a mydiicaL 
animal wife the bead a man 
anddiebodyofaticxL 
Zahi Hawas, director of de 
Giza plateau, lecendy said the 
sphinx, called Abul Hoi — fee 
wonderful or teoible one — in 
Arabic, may have had religious 
and astronomical purposes. 

He said die sun sets over the 
beast’s shoulder at the firing 
and autumn equinoxes, proving 
its positicxi was caiefiilly cho- 
sen. 



Av Bysnrciocv xooepa rr[t ov^isvi at Ti^a conn a (rtOtp--onavy 3 U 6 viotn MovSmir 
JwcT^pa peOops Eytjmnav npeciSevt Hoovi Mufidponc wcteOo ir\s vSSS-dsctoS 
Xiov-^oSieS. UGcv-naa&S ororoe oi av oOOiziotk oviir CAOn irqoro) ®ropEb 


CAIRO (R) — 

Health MLoisnsr. 4s 
Sallam was qooied^ on 
Sonday as saying femctBefr: 
were to. j aren riv e- 

care after osiiig fee' 
potency drug yiagaC 
ministry h^ npt^ 
iq^coved the 
Viagra in Egypt, but it' 
sold illegally. The 
side-effects siclud^ 

headaches, flushing, nan^^ 
and an odd effect oa t^ eyes-' 
that renders some men tan- - 
porarily unable to efisdn-'? 
guish betv/ecn gre e n andx- 
blue. 




Honduran father 
of 35 not ready 
to rest on laurels 


TEGUCIGALPA (R) — A :• 
74~year-cAd fanner living in ' 
a dejxessed n^on of 
Honduras has fafeered 35 - 
chUdren and says he has die 
energy to have more wife his 
wife, who is pregnant 
Santos Pastor Baca, who has 
lived all his life in ^ village 
of Concepcion 50 ^ so^ 
of fee Honduran c^tal of 
Tegucigalpa, says his oldest 
child is 51 and fee youngest 
just 3 months old. 
Honduras' bestselling La 
Prensa newspaper quoted 
him on Sunday as saying. T 
have decided to keqi giving 
my country children.” The 
man, wfeo has 40 gr andchiU 
dien and 10 great-grandchil- 
diea.had ISoffepririgbyfais 
first wife, who died in 1979, 
and eight by current wife, 
Crisfina Ceiraxo, 35. “The 
other nine I had outside, a 
few times when I went 
astray,” he told La Piensa. 
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Da Gama 100 

years late 


HONG KONG (AFP) — 
Red-feced officials In 
Portuguese-run Macau have 
suspended sales of a stamp 
commemorating Portuguese 
e^lorer ^^sco da Gama’s 
historic arrival in Inriia, after 
getting the dare wrong by 
100 years. Acconfing to fee 
history books, da Gama 
airiv^ in India in 1498. The 
stamps were therefore miiit- 
ed to maik 5(X) years since 
the event. However, tte offi- 
cial postage stamp issue by 
Macw has the gnrat naviga- 
tor arriving in 1598 — foO 
years later, the Hong Kong 
Standard reported Saturday. 
Macau has been a 
Portuguese enclave since 
shortly after da Gama 
reached India — or sbordy 
before if you look at the 
stamp. 
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Gallagher banned 
fixnn airline 


. rise 

•«ian ci-vr-m- . .... 


HONG KONG (AFP) — 
Hong Kong-based Caihay 
Pacific Airways has 

impost a ban on British 

rock singer Liam (jallagher 
and his group Oasis because 
of their behaviour on a flight 
to Australia in February, an 
airline spc&esman said. 

Monday. Oasis have been 
declared persona itoo grata 
by fee airline ai^ passen- 
gm on fee Cafeay Pacific 
flight from Hong Kong to 
P^h complained of .their 
unruly behaviour. Gallagher 
and his entourage were 
reported to be dru& smok- 
ing, swearing and abusing 
passengers on the flight- 
Gallagher was due to appear 
in court in Brisbane on June 
$ after being aroused of 
assaulting a fan while in 
Auscralia. 
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Sadeedfor 
playing poker 




•wr 


BELONG (AFP) — Tht« 

local gove rnm ent officials in 
China's eastern Shandong 
province have been sac^ 
for playing poker during 
working hoars,- tte 
Commuiust Party’s flagshq) 
fee People’s Daily rqwrtecL 
'the newspaper said the 

Lai^ou ci^ govemment 
bad punished another 22 - - 
public officials for gambtiog , 
atcartlssiiiceitest£lidied A j 
“selfdisdpline” system in. 
March. The system aims.mv.'":-.'* c,. 
eliminare gamWing , rtrink^j^ 
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and drunk driving during' 
duty hours, it said. 
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